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«ld » grett picafsure in comtnittm^ to mem017 hymns, ms-
itigea of scripture, «Sie. Tlius it was with me till 1810,
when it pleased my Heavenly Fatlier to visit mo with a
H-'vere illness. I was oblined to leive school, and for sonif*
niontlis could not leave my room. Then did 1 esppcially feel
my need of an interest iii Jesu.s, and I lon-ed to lay hold of
that hope which I felt I luid been only Ivokimj at. My
dear parents often spoke to me,, hut I uas unable to tell any
one what M-as passin.i-' within. Gaininc^ some stvcTi'-th, chiin"c
of ivir was advised, and Kettcrin- was the place fixed upon
Iherc my dear mother placed me under the care of an old
and valued friend of hers, who not only .sui)plit>d lier })laco
with respect to those attentions, my situation re(pured, but
ottcn spoke to me of the things belonging tomv everhustln.r
interests. There also I had frcciuent visits from christif.n
trienda, and, when able, regularly attended Mr. Fuller's min-
istry. About tJiis time I was much impressed under a dis-
course^! heard him deliver. It was an exposition on John
XV. \-o. On my return from the house of God I frecly
opened my mind to the friend with whom I was placed. .She
encouraged me to hope that I wa,s really united to the *

livi-.igVme ;' but I felt there was something wanting, and I lono-cd.
lor more evidence of a renewed nature. A few days after it
pleased the wise Disposer of liuman events agai*j to destroymy expectations of coni])lete restoration to health. I cai'-liV,
cold one evening: an iuilammation of the lum^^ ^MlU,w?d'
and I was considered in clanger. My own impressions were'
that I should never be raised up again. My distress '^t first
was extreme •, distance from my l)eloved friends—cverv cir-
cumstance added to the ang:iish of my mind. i]ut God was
pleasc>d to ' speak peace unto me,' and enabled me to resi.^n
myself into his hands. I felt him near to me, and could
look at death without much dismav. The 276th and '>77thhymns of the Selection I found contained the language of my
heart,- and I almost longed to be where I should grieve my

* The reference v^ to llippon's Seleeiioa. at that time -er.eraPvjscd .)y baptist congregiuions in Enoland. The first' In-nm i'sBeddome s hyim., U-uming. - My timus of sorrow and ui joy "
lliree verses of it constitute No. 5!.)^ in the PmlmisU The last
W.cverser, are strangely on.itfod. The v are—

'^ i«w*

^«CT/f*lW5CT»1[«fct^«M»»Wl- ^ 1


