
f^irictioii, so unjiut, so unnalunil, ^ooitiou?. ^o rop'J.^-

nmt to reason and the host Iceiinos a,ul aUcctionw ot

l!ie human heart, Vv'ili bo rcmovcl by the bill, and thf.

ivriiiciplc cstablishfd, tl)att.he nar-nt^ of^very intestate

\v'ho leaves no children, shall inherit li-.s proi)erty, m
prpibrence to any other kirikred. In the thrd plaro, n

similar spirit of excln.^ion prevails in our prc-^-nt .aw,

withrocard to relations ol' the half blood. Not only

are the remotest kindred, of tlie whole blood, preferred

to them, but thcv are like parents, abHolntcly and nnder

all circumstances, excluded from the mhentfincc
;
^o

that one may have the mortilication to see the nitofitat'j

estate of a' halt-brother or hall-sis:.6r escheat to tlu;

crown, for want of heirs, nnder om- iw-esent absurd and

unjust law. These two hM modifications ot the law

in ve never ])een opposed. U would be an nnpardonablc

v;a.=te of your time, therefore, to enter into a serious

and formal ar,<^uinent in their tavom-. These, iMr. arc

the most iinnortant and prominent ictures ot tins

measure ; but there are some subordinate and sub-

sidiary provisions, which Imny as well perhaps not

omit in its description. The iirst clause, which aboU-

^;lles primo<renilure, and the exelnsion of parents and

h-dfblood fromthe mheritance, defines the modeofsnc-

cession to intestate estates, in so particular manner and

in so m.anv cases, that a person of ordinary understand-

ing'- can iind no diiFiculty, as it seems to me, in any pos-

f/.bie continr^v^ncv, in ascertaini^, from a perusal ot it,

the person who will be entitled to the property, i he

^Jiid clause direct.:, tlnit the -)eisonal pro])erty be dm
ded in the sam.e manner. In {his respect tlie present

law i* not altered, except that this bill gives to the wiu-

ow of an intestate, who leaves no children, all his c-^-

late, after the payment of debts, and it gives co lateral

kindred claiming!; through a nGnrer ancestor the prc-

ference.to thoseclaimirig through an ancestor, more rc-

jnote. For, under our present law regulating the (Us-

tnbution of the personal property, it u divided equally

amono- xho chddren and other kindred oi equal uegreo


