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Chapteb II.

In Denver Town.

r^OLORADO ! What an open-air sound
^^ that word has! The music of the
wind is in it, and a peculiarly free,

rhythmical swing, suggestive of the swirl-

ing lariat. Colorado is not, as some con-
jecture, a corruption or revised edition of
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, who was
sent out by the Spanish Viceroy of Mexico
in 1540 in search of the seven cities of
Cibola: it is from the verb colorar—
colored red, or ruddy—a name frequently
given to rivers, rocks, and ravines in the
lower country. Nor do we care to go
back as far as the sixteenth century for

the beginning of an enterprise that is still

veiy young and possibly a little fresh. In
1803 the United States purchased from
France a vast territory for $15,000,000 ; it

was then known as Louisiana, and that
purchase included the district long re-

ferred to as the Great American Desert.

In 1806 Zebulon Pike camped where
Pueblo now stands. He was a pedestrian.

One day he started to climb a peak whose
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