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tulous, and fuch as any but Frenchmen would

Jiave been afliamed of; neverthelefs, they were re-

folved to fupport them both by argument and arms

while the duke De Mirepoix, their ambaffador

at the court of London was making profeffions of

his matter's pcific inclinations, though copies of

the orders fent by the French rninillry to their officers

in Canada were produced in proof of the contrary.

At length the Englilh having received intelligence

.that a fleet was ready to fail from Breft, were no

ionger to be trifled with, and admiral Bofcawen was

ordered to fail with twelve men of war to watch

them; and was afterwards re-inforcqd by fix Ihips

of the line and a frigate under the command of ad-

iriiral Holbourne, while the French king gave or-

ders to his ambalTador, to intimate that, in cafe this

armament a^ed upon the offenfive, he would con

iider the firfl gun that Ihould be fired in tlie fame

Jight as a declaration of war.

Bofcawen arriving at Newfoundland, took his

ilation off Cape Race, and foon afterwards M, Bois

de la Mothc arrived with the French fquadron off

the fame coaft, but the Englifh fleet, on account

of a thick fog could not difcern them ; by which

means they efcaped an engagement ; but two of their

veficls, named the Alcide and the L^'s-, being fe-

parated from the refl, were taken by caj^tain Howq

and ca])tain Andrews, and were found to hava about

eight thoufand pounds on board ; and this ^ve a

rife to the war between the two nations, by which

the French in the end, loft all their pofiefTions in

CanaJa.
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