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*' plafter at two-thirds of a dollar per buihel for hi§ grafs-land,
" than to draw out his dung thereon.

" This difcovcFV exceeds credibility; it puzzles the philofo-

*' pher, and aftonifnes the farmer. Indeed, it tells us all reafon-
*' ing hithertci extended to the principles of vegetation, was with-
** out foundation, and that the human race are in a total ftate of

ignorance refpe(!^ng it**'
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Experiments on Gypjum as a Manure,

In anfwer to your queries refpefting Gypfum, or Plafter of

Paris, I fhall give you as full information as I can, confident

/ with my own and neighbour's experiments.

The beft kind is imported from hills in the vicinity of Paris

;

it is brought down the Seine by water, and is exported from Havre
de Grace. I am informed there are large beds of it up the Bay
of Fundy, fome of which I have feen nearly as good as that from
France ; but feveral cargoes brought from thence to Philadelphia,

have been ufed without efFedt. It is probable this was taken

from the top of the ground, ai:d was, by the influence of the fun
' and atmofphere, difpofTefled of the qualities neceffary for the pur-

• ^)ofe of vegetation. The lumps compofed of flat (hining Ipecula-'

^^""i^j^^lf^risy are preferred to thofe which are formed jf round particles like

Hand ; when pulverized and put dry in an iron pot over the fire,

that which is good will foon boil, and great quantities of the fixed

' air efcape by ebullition. It is pulverized by firlt ftamping it in a

Y
- ftamping mill, and then grinding it in a common grift mill. The

III
finer its pulverization the better ; it will thereby be more gene-

'^
rally difFufeJ. It is beft to fow it in a wet day ; but if that is not

convenient, it (hould be a little moiftened, when you can fow it

at any time. The moft approved quantity for grals, is fix bufhels

per acre. No art is required in fowing it, more than making its

diftribution as equal as pofllible on the fward of grafs. It ope-

rates altogether as a top manure, and therefore fhould not be put

on in the fpring, until the operation of the froft is over, nor until

vegetation hath begun. The general time for fowing it is in

April, May, June, July, Auguft, and even as late as September,

Its efie^l will generally appear in ten or fifteen days, after which
the growth of the grafs will be fo great as to produce a large

burden at the end of fix weeks after lowing. It muft be Town on
dry


