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During a fervice of more than thirty jrears,

I have been taught by the rewards of two fuc-

ceffive Sovereigns, to believe, that my milita-

ry conduA was held deferving of more favour-

able terms than thofe which are applies * ^ it

in the above recital. 1 have received from
his prefent Majefty in particular, repeated and
conspicuous tefiimonies of diftinftion and good
opinion : and I (hould have been the moft un-

grateful of men, if I had not felt, and uni-

formly endeavoured to mark the warmeft and
moll dutiful attachment to his perfon, toge-

ther with a pundilious perfeverance in the ex-

ecution of all his lawful commands.
Under this fcnfe of my paft iituation, your

letter ilated to be written by the King's com-
mand, cannot but affe^ me moil painfully.

The time in which 1 am charged with neg-

lect of duty, has been employed to vindicate

my own honour, the honour of the Britifli

troops, and of thofe of his Majefty's allies,

under my late command, from the moft bafe

and barbarous afperlions, that ever were forged

againft innocent men, by malignity fupported

fcy power.

In regard to the fecond charge, I muft firft

obfervc that there were two letters from the

late Secretary at War, upon the fubjed of my
return to America; and though you only

ftate that of the 5th of June, I concl'jde it is

not meant, that the other of the 27th fhould

be fuppreiied, as it is explanatory of the for-

mer.
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