
Tliis wi-itcr, cHii<];iii<,' to oM tiinlitioii, ro))ifts<*nts the tir.st vowel

sound in (v/r// uiid irari/ ami llioir aii.ilogur.s in tin* .siiiiie wiiy iis the

first ill )iinkiiig and takhig—rtjwriting these examples ])h(»netieally

vd-re, wd-re, tnd-kUuj, and (d-kliii/.

H<! also drawn ;i false distinction lietween tli(^ sound of no in ii'ainl

and /''oo/ and that of n in /id/ or />k//. Is there any dillerence to

the ear, I ask, lietween nil in pull, which ho writes j)n/, and ool in

ivool, which he writes ii'odI / Surely nn pull '\h U) jinop so is tntitl to

tooof. In confusion our author at last writes vuidd kud, and icotdd

tvOod.

Lastly, Mr. Nuttall wrongly declares the a in the sutlix -ahh' to 1)0

the short Italian a— the ^sllorl sound corresponding to the long a ill

fat/in' ; whereas it really has no sound of a at all, but the one so

commonly occurring in unaccented syllables hoard in Imu on the ono

hand and /iidian and opudon on the other. Say " Fre /, )/()ur riib'll

kill that tly," an 1 you titter tht word diwdbh with a inert' diderenco

ill the stress; wliile readalAe is just redoubl-i witli tlie accent on tho

first syllable instead of the second.

Even were Nuttall's dictionary without the- and otlier flaws

besides, and were its system so far altennl as i.uv;iriably to represent

a particular sound by a particulav letter or ^ oup <>f letters' it would

onl}' ijo a classification of J/.glish sounds .ater all. ^^ iiat we are

mak' lur goal here is the co(iip](>to tabling of ail the vowels and

vowel conipomuls uttei'ed by ilie diderent nations- mi tiif world. It is

true that for this purpose we have only exuminr-u four languages of

westei-n Europe
;

yet from what we have hea -1 concerning the

pronunciati(jn of other tongues and from ceitaiu striking f(vduros of

perfeetion that the iiuml)ers in our collection present, we are led to

the conclusion that we have discovered and arranged all the simple

vowels that exist.

In the following table, for the composition of which we have

thoroughly prei)ared the reader, we have arranged ty|)ical words

from each language containing the same sound (where any such exist)

in one horizontal line ; the words showing the long and short form

thereof being placed side by side in ])airs. We have underlined in

each word the sound exemplitied ; and further, where the word is

polysyllabic we have marked with a thick accent the syllable on

which the stress is laid, if it affects the length or species of a vowel in

the same syllable or another. We have numbered all the simple

sounds in the first double column, or the blanks therein corresponding

to sounds in the other columns, by pairs
;
giving a figure with the

long mark over it to each long vowel, and the same figure with a

short mark to the corresponding short vowel. Lastly, we have used

the same numbers to identify the simple sounds that take part in

forming each diphthong. (The stress is marked with au accent

thicker than the conventional onorj.)


