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Tiavo thoinHii[n»o8(). They wore told th»t,

before 1873, tliiH country enjoyed ii

degree of proHpority unitxuniplud and
unpariillulud ; that the Governniont of

that day, owing to their f^reat abil-

ity and womlcrful jiatriotisni, and

extraordinary i)OweiH, contrivrd to roll

up Hii'pluHt'.s with one hand, while, with

tho otiutr, they Hwcpt away taxation.

But it was important to n;niark that

during the years iH^t'ore 18715, the hon.

gentlenicin opposite found it necessary to

increase the taxation two or threti diUVr-

ent tiin(!s, and so hard set wcie tiiey

tliat at one time th<>y introduced a sys-

tem of taxing all the packages in which

goods were i(n|)ortcd, adding some 5 per

cent, on the total amount of taxes collec-

ted. Now, it was uncpiestionahle that even

to-day, some six months after their return

to j)ower, this country was snflTering

from very serious depi-ession, which they

were asked to adn)it was caused by the

late Administration. They were told by

the Minister of Public Works, too, that

iiho magnificent fabric, the; stately and
beautiful and solid fabric reared by their

predeces.sor8, was ruthlessly destroyed by

the Viungling want of patriotism and want
of ability of the Liberal Administration.

That, again, was a statement entirely

contrary to tho facts. What was the

cause of tlu* extraordinary increase of

revenue for which tho gentlemen on the

other side so boldly demanded credit 1

At the clos«) of the American war, tlie

whole commercial world >»a3 disturbed,

and no part of it so much as Canada.

The people of tho United States, finding

their farms without stock, and tluMr

ships and stores almost einjity, bought in

Canada vast numbers of horsfces, horn<v\

cattle, sheep, pigs, tuikcys, and other

fowl, Ut extravagant prices, and created

in this country an extraordin-

ary degiee of tem[)orary prosperity.

About that time, also, there was an ex-

traordinary amount of speculation in

railway building. Ontario, from her

large accumulated surpluses, had begun

to assist different railways, which, with

bonuses from municipalities, and the sale

of bonds, led to the expenditure of some

$15,000 to $30,000 a mile on several

hundred miles of new railroads—all this

contributing to swell the expc nditure of

increase its apparent
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notorious fact that the prices of merchan-
dise, for some extraordinary reason, ad-

vanced in an unusual d«-gree, so that the

revenue of this country increased en-

ormously for three or four years, without

any ellbrt on the part of hon. gentle-

men op|M)site. For this they were not

(uititUui to the slightest credit. Nor,
if they had fair prett iisions to the

character of stateHMK-n, woidil tliey make
any claim to credit for an increase en-

tirely independent of anything they did,

or coulil do. They knew that the prices

of coltoii goods, woollen goods, and more
particularly all articles of iron, advanced
rennirkably in price. Jn that way, oh

their imports increiwed—not in (pianti-

ties so nuich as in value—tho revenue
increa.sed to an unprecedented exttuit.

Those hon. gentlemen made extraordin-

ary (efforts to overtake that increase of

levenue. Each year they framed their

estimates so as to cover tho increase

of the ])revious year. With a zeal, per

haps commendable, certainly very note-

worthy, they kept up this chase to the

last moment. The last time tho present

Finance Minister appeared in the

same cai)acity, he introduced a Budget in

which he proposed to expend the

extraordinary sum of $23,500,000.

The Finance Minister told them in New
Biunswick, before they came into Con-
federation, that they would never spend
more than $11,500,000 a year in their

time—that $11,500,000 would cover all

expenses for all purposes that covdd

be imagined, even including the ox-

p,;i;diture of $1,000,000 | for Militia
' xj/o ses. But his Nemesis followed

him, too, and after Confederation, in

*i?j very first year in which he became
Finance Minister, he introduced an esti-

mate for almost double the amount which
he said would be sulKcient. Well, they
knew how this increase went on. They
knew how the revenue rolled up. Great
credit was taken by the men now in

power for striking off taxes. They took

the tax oft' tea and coffee the last year

they were in power, because the idea of

a free breakfast table had taken posses-

sion of the people of the United
States, and it would have been per-

fect folly for a Canadian Government to

attempt to collect the duty on tea and
coffee under the circumstances, anljthere-

fore, they took the duty off those articles,


