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course of postal development throughout the Victorianera points in the same direction. In establishing su?ha system we should be merely extending the owraUonof principles which have already been approvedX oinspicuous success A considerable part of the under-taking has already been achieved in the construction ofthe Pacific cable. Can we doubt that it is sure to reachfu consummation ? Can we dou'.t that not 7 yearswill pass before the realization of a Pan-i,ntannic
telegraph service will bring the ends of the earth ^?h"n
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That is the obvious meaning of the ereat under-

taking now completed. That is the true pu^^ Sf theoutcome of a joint arrangement entered into by sixBrUish governments on the last day of the century A
S!i°twf ""i?u \ ^J'^^'y ^"^ ^ ^*te co-incidentwith the close of the glonous Victorian era. Now we
n^a«3 "^tt

*^ inheritors of an accomplished factpregnant with beneficent consequences, not for thenmpire only but for humanity generally.


