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by the German troops when bitter necessity required it. The

plan of the dest -uction of Louvain (Appendix D 50) shows

clearly how the troops confined themselves to destroying only

those parts of the city in which the inhabitants opposed them

in a treacherous and murderous manner. It was indeed German

troops who, so far as was possible, tried to save the artistic

treasures, not only oi Louvain, but also of other towns. On
the German side, a Special Commission has shown to what a

high degree works of art in Belgium were protected by the

Gorman troops.

The Imperial German Government beheves that by the pub-

lication of the material contained in this work, they have shown

that the action of the German troops against the Belgian civil

population was provoked by the illegal gucnua war, and was

recjuired by the necessity of war. For their part, they expressly

and solemuly protest against a population which has, with the

most despicable means, waged a dishonourable war against

the German soldiers, and still more against the Government

which, in complete perversion of their duties, has given rein to

the senseless passions of the population, and even now does not

scruple to free itself from its own heavy gu .u by mendacious

libels against the German Army,

BerUn, May lOth, 1915.


