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Dredge -Company been prepared to do tbis
work the contract would have been given
to thern as the lowest tenderers.

-Mr. BENNETT. What a childlike ex-
planation from the Minister of Public
Works. Did Mr. Aylesworth believe that
the Grant Company was tendering lienestly
wlien they tendered prior to the 6th of
May and their tender was 53 cents ? That
is wby lie called for new tenders.

'Mr. PUGSLEY. JJoes not my hon.
friend know there was a Iower tender than
that, namely for 30 cents, and that the Do-
minion Dredging Company having deciined
to do the work at that price, that it was
the exercise of the best judgment on the
part of the acting minister that lie should
make a second eall for tenders?

Mr. BENNETT. I arn quite willing to
give credit to Mr. Aylesworth for dealing
henestly witli thie matter and 1 believe lie
aeted honestly. I believe that when lie
Iooked at tliese documents he saw fraud
on the face of tliem and said :Altliongh
you are the next Iowest tenderer at 53 cents
I will not award it to you. And se lie
called for new tenders and Maekay In-
stead of tendering at 53 cents tendered at
26 cents. What lias the Minister of Pub-
lic Works get to say te that, along the Uine
of common honesty?

Mr. PUGSLEY. As I ur4derstand it, Mr.
Maekay neyer tendered at 53 cents.

Mr. BENNETT. Why, 1 have rend the
letters of Mackay and Grant in whieh they
say they are assoeiated together in the
werk. la the minister going to have the
temerity to say tliat Mackny lad nothing
to do with that eentraet at ail?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Was it nat In 1907 that
lie says tliey were associated?

Mr. BENNETT. The tenders were in-
vlted ln 1907.

Mr. PUGSLEY. And after the werk baad
been undertaken they miglit easily make
arrangement for the use of encli other's
plant.

Mr. BENNETT. Can the minister give
any sensible explanatien of -why -with two
dredges iying in the harbour and Mackay
having the eontract for several years lie-
fore lie did not tender?

!Mr. PUGSLEY. ýI have not ail the facts
iu my rnemory now, but rny impression ls
that the tender ivith 'whieh Mr. Maekay was
conneeted wns for the work at Victoria liai-
bour, and it was then understeod that the
work was going te be a very important work
and miglit very properly require the ser-
vices of the dredging plant 'whieli bis ern-
pany 'was possessed of.

Mr. BENNETT. Now, *we w!" tike that
part of Lt.

Mr PUGSLEY.

Mr. PUGSIEY. The hon, gentleman wll
lie able to say wlietlier that ls correct or
net.

Mr. BENNETT. It is flot correct. The
only tender for the wor< at Midland-

Mr. PUGSLEY. Take Victoria liarbour.
Mr. BENNETT. There were no tenders

invited for Victoria liarbour until some
time after Mackay, for some reason or
other, was awarded the eontract at thîs
part of Midland liarbour ealIed Tiffin. Wliy
didn't Mnckay tender? The reason Mackay
did net tender was this : That the yenr
before Mackay had sent lis manager down
here to tender on a prier work and tlie re-
suit was that, as appeared by these tenders,
thiere was collusion and fraud between tbls
àlnckny Comnpany, represented by lis agent
Wilkinson, and the Penetanguisliene Corn-
pany. The tenders of the Penetanguishene
Company are ln Mnekay's own private enve-
lopes. Maekay was attempting te obtain
some prorninence ln the province of On-
tario and lie did not want te corne down
here to Ottawa and lie eagagod in these
games. He knew, as any sensible man
rnust have known, that probably this thing
w'ould leak eut, and for tliat reason Mac-
kay dld flot corne near the scene of the
operations at ail, but Instead of that in the
first place Wilkinson, his foreman, carne
down, and Wilkinson accerding te the evi-
dence ln the tenders was ln palpable collu-
sion and fraud wltli Spolin of the Pene-
tanguishene Company. It went se far that
the envelepes contalning Spohn's tenders
were in Mackay's own office envelopes.

Mr. PARDEE. T-hat was fully explined
la tlie cornrnttee.

Mr. BENNETT. Certalnly it was ex-
plained wlien tbis fellow Spolin stood up
and swore on his solernn oath that lie dld
net know where lie got the envelopes and
Wilkinson dld the sarne thing, and I thinli
people wlio know tlern bothl n their own
loýcalities will have their opinion of the
oath of eitlier one of tiern.

Mr. CARVELL. WiIl the lien, gentle-
man say whetlier these were the lowest ten-
derers and whetlieî eitlier of themn got the
contrnet?

Mr. BENNETT. Thle hon. member (Mr.
Carveli) is always ready wliere there ls
anything nastý' or dishenest te defend it;
ail lie wants te do is te rely on quibbles.

Mr. CARVELL. If the bon. gentleman
(:Sr. Bennett) wili net answer I cannot
make hlm, but it is only fair he, sheuld
answeî the question.

Mr. BENNETT. Let me tel] the hon.
niember whe nets as an understudy for the
M\1inister of Public Werks, se that when
the avalanche overtakes the present min-
ister whieh lie ls lieping fer, lie will lie
ready te take bis place.
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