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STIKINE ROUTE CONTRACT
Mlle probably theo conconsus of

publie opinion la oppocred to te ac-
Mion o! the senate la ielecting te
Stikine route raiiwaY bll, 1V cannot
bce denied that tlîe Eenate'i3 Indictmnent
agolnst te bill contains sorne very
strong arguments. Tîte first îî0inVle,
that, an lînr.orVnîîV worlc of titis kind
sltotîlul tot haive been undertakeit 'un-
tii authionzeil by Pariantent. Butiness
nien wili gencrally recognize the forco
o! titis argumîîent. Mie exeuse of urg-

ýbency eati lard iy ho îîresenited ln vlewv
of te fact tlîat te coîîtract wvau
Figrte< a very short tite before Par-
liameXit met. dlzo.ther-aiat invinciýble
argument agaitiat the bill, whîli IvlU
rea,,dily bc e;ldpra.ed by business menu,
la the dcchtration - that, lio contract
of Fucli nîanItude siîould bc0 lt un-
MI tenders htave been pubiicly invlVed.
Titese are botît objections wîîicli The
Commercial poited out %wneiîî tîto
contracV wvas first annouîiccd. At te
&stHne tiue 1V InAy be iirged tIîut Vhiese
are objectIons to te matiner of glvig
tue contraet, anîc noV to te contract
Ittelf. Mite importance o! te vorlk
and te urgeutcy o! tito caEe, .lîow:-
ever. are eucli that Vhîey tuiglît fairly
lie conçidered as otit-weg.ing 'the
objccVlozns oit pnincîple. '1'ie question
In. la te senate justified, Rit iaiatain-
Ing Viiese princàlis la te face o? te
great Interests at stake la titis mat-
ter ?

à number of other objectIonsi Nvere
niade to the contraeL Itself, iI tho dcc-
laratioîî by the sonate againaut the
bill,. te the effeot that speelflicatiiH
nis Vo gauge, %veIgit of rails, grades.
curvatures, etc., werc Hot such ns to
ensure ait efficient roaxl; that te iinr-
row gauige 1$ a mtistake; tat naxt-
muni 'rate sitould, have botat ei-
ftbilalîcd wlVlî power takotil to coll-
trol rates; tliat lio inonopoly slîoulti
be graitted, tlîat Ho lîreferenco tdtoul
bc given the conipany as to royaitiés,
ns compared ivtt prospectors. etc.

A greatter objection titan soute of
thcst enumiertod by the senate. lîow-
civer, Ln te estixnition of Tho Comn-
mercial, ivas tho laxit< grant, pol:cy of
te bill. Thtis objection, lîowever, wUil

ontly ]lave force lit te West. Tt seIM
Vo be t1ie setted policy hit parlianient
at Ottawa Vo oppose cash grafits to
western rends. The people of the
East sVili scru tVo hold to tho absurd
Iclea that they ]lave already spc4it teo
much Ln building wetern rends. wlieii
as a matter or fact scarcely ony-
thlng. coxnparatively speakiiig, lias
been spoit on rahlways lat the West.
Milile large cash grauts ha-ve been
given Vo reads ln te otîter provinces.
te lands have belon Zaken fromt tîne

people te, aid rallways lnt Manitoba
anxd te Territýor!efi. So st.rong. lîow-
ever is .the ôppo&ition lu the Enast to
8peidlng -any maoney to ald public
works Ln the West titat tho feature
regarded as te miost favorable ln the
Stikine route railway bill was te tact
t1at 1V dUa net cA1-1 for a cash grant
Vo aId the road.

THE POSTAGE- RATE S
We are te have tîxo two cent letter

postage rato at last. Mfr. 31uloak's
bill provIdes for a reduction f roin
birce Vo two cents per ounce, to coane
lute elfect by proclamation, in te dis-
cretion of thte executive. Titis au-
nc*unconent Ia not uilconîîected wvitl
uzîp)leasauxt tentures Vo soute. Tho
bill aIso provides for a postal tai. o!
one-lialf cent per poind 011 iiewepa-
pers, Vo bo enforccd one.uarter ;;(-lt
oit Jitary 1, t89<J, and one-quarter
cenît oit August 1, 1899. Thouglî titis
fecature of te bill bIts The Commercial
Iit commoui %vitl otIior paliers, Nve are
stIll bal! inclined Ve admit that te
mensure lu a rcasonablo one. 0f
courm. tberc' are arguments wlîlcit
ceiu bis advancecd agaînast tho postal
tax on ixowspapers, such as tie one
tha.t the people wvîo support te cx-
pense of govltrtmelti goV te bon-
efit or thti frec carniage or newepapers.
At th ortnie Mine IL çlots Hot &-coin
unreasonable Vo inake a charge for
titte carrnage of iiew'spapers. Wliere It
wIvli bitV the publishers lies lu the Tact
that nowspiipers arc already too
clieap, and 1V %viii liardly ho possible
teo dvance prizea Vo cover the cost of
potage. Thei Commercial, for In-

ttnce lu sohld conildorably belov the
actual cost of production, aîîd titis lu
tilt case wvlIt mnîy other Ipublieit-
tionEi. Tîte advertiser lias to inake
uli w-uat thu reader docs vot pay. If
tuit' pric of Theo Commuercial ivere
basec] ont th> cost of produclîîg tic
paper, te subscrliptioui rate wvoîld bu
$.YC oz $6 per yeiLr, lnistead of $2.

TiLHE OATMEATJ DUTY
Titero la; ix very reasoniablo objection

t,% t4arIf! inkerlng, as rcferred co lit
£Mr. FIclilgej budget spechl, aîîd thiero
le certalîily îio conîjlaînt coaîlug as
te the> nîimbcir of tarif! chlixgea utado
titis year. Tt la possible te carry titis
Ideli, ef Opposition Vo, tarif f t'liauges
tou fat,., If 1V eant bc, silown that
aily fenture of te tarif&» la wrong
ant i vorh-Ing ait Injury, there sltould
lx> ne lîcaitatioti about remedlying te
evll. Any mere senimnt of 'Jpposi-
MIon te tariff chîanges should not stand
lit th(, way of nuaking chianges wlierc,
thcy ano actually needed.

Iii ant article dealizig wvith te oat-
me.I duty, The Commîercial soute tiine
ago exprcsscd te opinioni tutat l'the
situaton t sol palpably uniust that
woe belleve It wlill oiy lie nece-fsary to
brin te matter to the attention of
thei governmeiit Vo, receivo redress at
te carlicat possible miomenît." Titis

oplîil ittai proved a mîstake. The
mq.t.ter was brouglît to the attenitionî
or the governmnent by te MWlnnipeg
B3oard of Trnale, as well as througli
otlier agencies, but Vliese, efforts seamt
to boaxe proved futile. Perliapg it is
Vhat as 1V le onîly a western 1nduat-ry
wlîicli lias suffered severely, Vue îat-.
tur 1,Q flot considore.d.of mnucli Import-.
axie ai, Uttawn. In te wVC5, ltow-
over. w'Iiere our Industries are fow, It
Lez a cause of regret that the reprs-
sentiattiils to the governmnt bave
not borne any. fruit.

The Coînmercial polnte out lIn a
previous number how te honte mlhing
Indus Vry la IbeIng dLiscriminn1ted
agalnst. 93:î duty ont oats la ton
cenits per buishel, or say $6 pSr ton,
whiie te duty c7A oafmieal la 2<> pSr
cent. ad valorem, equal te albout $4
per ton. Here we Ihave an apparent
discrlminaition agaînst home, milirg of
$2 per tont. But titis la 'noV ail. IV
tah-e~ twp tian* qX oate Vo malte ome
toit of! oatnteal. fIp4w lias the effect
of doaiQllng te d1oenlinttin against
te homte ntiîilng bîýduistry, as te duty

on a quaAViVy of qaýts suffîcient Vo
unake ono ton of mIûaI would bo $12,
wlile te tuaulacture.d product would
pay ouily $1 -,duty. ULhen titere la f ur-
tlter a .draxvbac* ln te fralglit,
agahwit te hpo illet,, «wlo iould
have tp pay fralgltt cga two tous o!
oaVas to Seenrxe iaterial front %wch Vo
unke onte ton cAf uneal, Go the *V If both
te raw rnatonio.1 and the innufa-

tured artile w.ciro on te f reo Met,
bhiero would bc a dlffoecc i favor,


