
1fly01106s of 1888.
The record of traite nîlafortuno la seltion a

pleur %nt suibjeet te lacîuire inte, but iL la neces-
sary tu givo it publicity front yea- te year, as
la niany respects iL is one of the uutoct c-chable,
keys te the suite of presperity or atlvec-sity ln
trade. The recerdi for Manitoba anti tho North-.
ivest Territies fer 1888 is îîut of scîlcicuit
magniltude te eall for any'alarin, but is large
enongh te to away witlî any cause fer cou.
gratulatien, anti it cardes with it ils waining

* notes.
Durng the tiret quarter cf 1888 eiicing March

31, there wero ii 2Naiiitoba anti the Northiwest
flfteeu iiusolvencies with aggregate liabilities of

* $19-1,000. Dcuriuîg the secent! quarter encling
Julie 3Otli, tliere wvere fourteen, witli aggc-egate
liabilities cf $161,165.59. Dtiriiîg the timird
quarter entiing Sept. 30th, there were sixteen,
with aggregate liabilities of $70,450, anti during
the test quarter eatiing Deceunben 31st, thero
were nine, with aggregate liabeilities ef SZ'8,090,
mal<ing a total fer the year ef fifty.4our insol.
vendies with aggregate liabilities cf Fè483,005 59.

The above record is net an appaiing eue, aimd
intiect it; may bc consiticreti belov ami average.
anti certainly li8 below the average for the pre.
cetiing five years. But ceming after the bout:.
teous crep of 1887, when any properiy con-
ducteti business la this country couiti net prove
other thant a success, the record is far frein,
being au encouragimg eue. It shows tee, that
the two first quartera e! the year, durnug which
a large sharo o! tho IS87 crop came to market,
owing te the memeorable bleekade ou the C.P.U.,
were unoat fruit! nI o! ilisater, the two last
cjuurters aiding much la brigbtening up tic
record o! the ycar as a whole.
* lu a uew country like the Northwest a great
many men witu. insufficient, capital anti iisîufll-
cient business ability are liable te get into busi-
ness ou a Binait scalo, anti the number of fait-
uires la 1888 iii madie up te a great extent, frim
that class. StilI tbeue wero teegreat anuniber
of others, wvhose business-spheres wcc-o wider,
anti whoe miafontunes ueut fiat a cause la
senie cîther source. A ee.mparatively supenficial
inquiry shows, that lat tee many cases ovcr-
tr-ading or tee close competition. tee many bock
uiebts, anti snch iike causes were responsibie
for many of the hecavicat iailures. The more
ciosciy the inquiry la made, the more convincing
le the preef that credit is.in this new countr-y
aitogother tee cheap. Our retait merchanta are
tempteti by thu wlio.csalcns %vith unwarranted
length o! credt, sanetimes reaclsing seven or
eight mnenthe. "With sncb crodits at their owa
hauts thcy are natîirally toc, ncatiy te allow
extentiet cretits te tue constimers, anti se the
cvil apreatis anti becenies uncoutc-olialie.

On the point of evertrading, or toc mauy
business inca in the country-, there la certainly
scopo for reforma. As a rule the lcadiuig traic
centres are ulost overtione, but even at the
sallI roadaide points the competition is si-
togither toce great lu many inistances Still IL
muet net bc u sméd that tiîis cî-il hma a t:ite
ai the dainaging cilcets arising froin the systent
o! outragea. credit la vogue. That la un-
donbtotily the main cause cf trade mlafortmne,
anti until thoe credit o! the marchiant ia short-
encti from i s prcsent limita, anti that of thc

consumer almoilt, if net entirely stoppcti, thec
wviil continue te bc cadi scceceeding year ait
unnecesariiy hicavy record of commercial dis.
asters.

The figures madle use of ia this article arc as
reliablo as cun bc reaclied, being front the re-
ports of the Mercantile agency of Don, WViînan,
& Cô., se that no bîliici guessing is mado, whcin
fact8 are basedti pon theni, or assuitptions
tir.w front tlîcni.

Fow York Sprlng Millllnery.
Ia strawv shapes for ladlies andi misses, Milan

braiti represents the finer stapie, with indica-
tiens tîcat fancy combinatiosîs, dcîveloping into
ýlwiss andi fancy Italiau laces, will iîîvolî-c as
the season progresses. iair braiti andi Nea.
politan effccts are also mcuîtioîîed for late sea.
sons or summer styles.

Low crowns are shown in ail foreigiî cress
shapes, andi thoy have been adopteci by marn-
facturera here. Iu extreme dreas shapes ex-
treme low andi sharp-cornered square crowns
are apparently inîperative. Briras aro short at
back anti very dleep at front, a aumber of siîape-s
beiag shown with the dieop hood "Tosca" effeet
of st spring.

Dresa bonnets rernain amaîl, many on the
capot ortier. Several have the high rising,
pointeti front, while others showr a shelving-
down brita front a tiepressiun at base of crown;
a, few, shapes on tie "Directoire" oc-dur arc
.igain introduceti.

Walkiag hats and lo-erowncdl turban offects
are in all assortments, but it is doubteti if they
wvill meet the saine faveur they tit inl felts
tunring the scason iiow closing.

Importera anti dealers in laces have pre2areti
for a lively clemanti in their specialties. The
use of the veillan Paris turing the fait seasea
leade many te anticipite its adoption here. As
worn there, it covered * the brim of the tiat, andi
frcquentiy the hat entirc, falling over the back
anti face, te bc gathereti together at the aeck.
Crepe lisse ornamer'ted with high.colored bro-
catie figures la among the lust novelties broughr
fromn Paris.

In silk gootis the Louis XV. or Pompadour
effects are shown in ail rich novelties; net
atone are the brocade figures of thoso tinys re-
vivetl, but the peculiar colora anti contrasta
are apparent in the differcnt, wevavings. Soe
of the effects arc marvellousiy rich andi beau.
tiftil, delicate thrcads of goici bcing again useti
to hecighten their richacas. Elabnrate floral
designs tire -worked on golcien-tinteti back-
gruontis of rihbon, or en a stripo one-thirti the
witith, the other two.thirds being plain faille.
Armure anti basket grou'stis are also shown
i%î!I broche figures wovcu at aides. Beantiftul
ail-ave- les! patterns are sho-iva i liiht anti
dairker contrasta of -amne celer. Satin wcavina
are useti only whcn needeti to crnhance the
effect of fanty dosigus. I3ayadmr atripea are
prominent la clomestia manufacture.

Black brocade ribbons with aatiny figure-
effccts, anai biack with whito figures, anti samne
combination et blackc anai white la broche
atripes, are favarably receiveil here. Thcy are
vey popular abroad.

For plain ribbon, faille of close ribs, with
satire cdgc, leude. The widthe mostly thown

for millinery purposes range freint 2-2 te 40
liues.

A rtifielal tlowers wvill leati tho iîillinery. gar.
niturea for spring. Nattirtl offeets prcloniiate,
ant rose, freinpriment indications, will be cised
prof isely.

Iu ostrich fcathers, long plumes are thought
favorably of agniin.
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British Columinba Legialature.
The Legisiatture opeiîed on Jan. 31st, by

Liett,.overnor Nelsen. Trhe opening speech
as was follows :

It la very gratifying lit meeting yen at the
opeaing tlîis year of the tliird session te be able
te congratulate yeti oi the cojitinuied increase
anti increasiiîg presperity of t le province. The
past yer basblîen eue o! gcieral prosperity,
but more particmlarly it lias lIeeit e la regard
te inying the fouicltions for further tieveinp.
nient of oîîr great foc-est, miinerai anti marine
-wealtb. 'Tli yield of the ceaI minies exceeda
that of any previeus year, wv hile the epeuing of
new ines promises great expansion in this lai-
portant industry.

The revenue for the last fiscal year con-
siderably exceedet your estimates, andi the

ptresenit jear gives promise of a still furthpr
mneccase.

Altliough tho progress macle in tlîe actital
tievclepment ef quartz iiiining i perhîaps nat
equal te tlîc anticipation, 3 et importanît cis.
coveries have reL(iiti3 been madie andi erganiza.
tions la proces of fornmation for the introdue-
tienu of capital eut the effective trcatment of
ores, jcistify the expectatiail of muore substaxîtial
results ln the near future.

Acting uider the authc'.ty givesi by yen laat
fession my ministers have cOîIsCdl recluetion
woerks te bo i-rected li Cariboo. Thoso woiksz
will seeuu te reacly for the trcatnicnt of ores
anti it la hopeti iliat au impetus wvill thua be
giveit te the mining enterprise in that dis-
trict.

The conîsoidations of the statutes la ut
lengthi completeti, audt yen will bo asked te
pases a nstirc necesary tu give effect to thut
work.

Yen wvill be inviteti te coiîsicr whethcr the
timi lias îlot arriveti for the.establisliment in
the province of a juvenilo reformatory.

DuRsNn last season the C. P. R. brought lint
Port Arthur 83,000 tons of ceai, la the soasen
of 1887i thcy brou.-lit la about 50,000 tons, anti
,tve.o much tee short. This year lma than-
30,000 toils of the 83,000 will bc useti, anti this
will niake a trcmcndotis tifference te the vessel
trade the ueming scasoiî.

Tisa boarcd cf trade at Mfacîcotl, Alberta, bas'
arrangeti te, issue a speciai cclitioiî cf the Mac.
leoti Gcacue about the ena tio February. Tho
whole issue ivill We teveteti te matter oT sipecia
intercat te iatenticg settlers Articles on stock-
raising, nîixed farming, etc., will bc contri.
buteti. Spc.cial articles tiescripîti e o vec-y
part cf tho district, anti settiug forth tue
adaptability of t'le whole country for stock.
raising anti agriculture, will fnrm an intsîresting
feature o! tluis edition, which will bc wvidely
circulatcd la Great Britain, casterra Canadîf;
antd the wvestern Sutes.&


