
should bc one eveight and one mensure. Decimatiori is aliways
an objectionable mode of punishment. It ig the resource of
judges too indolent and haety to investigate facte, and to discri-
minate nicely between shades of' guilt. It is an irrational prac-
tice, even when adopted by niilitary tribun.-Is. MVien adopted
by the tribunal of' public opinion, it is infinitely a'oeirrational.
It is good that a certain portion of' (igrace should constantly at-
tend on certain bad actions. But it is net gejd that the ofiend.
ers merely have te stand the risks of a lottery of infanîy ; that
ninety-nine out of' evcry huadred should escape ; and that the
hundreth, perliaps the meet innocent eof the bundred, should pay
for ail.

Iu such cases, the punishment %vas excesssivc ; but the offence
was known and preved. The case of Lord Byron wvas harder.
True Jedsvood justice ivas deait eut to him. First catrne the exe-
cution, then the investigation, and last eof ail, or rather not at .1il,
the accusation. The public, without knoiving nny thing ivhat-
ever about the transactions ini hie farnîly, lewv into a violent pas-
sion with him, and proceeded to invent stories îvhich niight justi-
t'y its anger. Ten or tîventy different accounis of the separation,
inconsistent with cacti other, with themseives, ani ivith common
wense, circulatcd at the same time. WVhat evidence there rnight

be l'or an)- one of these, the virtuous people wvho rcpeated thcmt
neither knew nor cared. For in tact these stories %vere net the
cluses, but the effects of the public indignation. Ilis country-
men ivete ini a b-ad humeur with him. lis wvritingrs and bis cha-
racter had lost the charm omneveilty. lie Lad been guilty of the
offence ivhich, of ail effences, is punished mobt :ieverely ;he Lad
been-over-praised; Le had excitcd toe ivarmn an interest; and the
public, îvth its usuai justice, chastised him for itq owyn folly.

The obloquy wvhich Byren had te endure, ivas such ae might
well bave Qhaken a more constant mind. The neîvspapers were
filled wvith lampoons. The theatres shook vith execrations. He
was excluded frein circles where Le Lad iately been the obîer-
ved of ail observers. Ail those creeping things that riot in the
decay of' nobler natures, hastened to their repaet ; and they were
right ;-they did after their kind. It is net every day that the
savage envy of aspiring dunces is gratified by the agonies of such
a spirit, and the degradation of such a name.

The unhappy man Ieft his country for ever. The Lowi of
contumely followed him acress the sel, up the Rhine, over the
Alps; it graduaily waxed fainter ; it died away. Those wvho bad
raised it began te asic each other, ivbat, afler ail, was the înattcr
about which thev Lad been s0 clamorous; anîd w-islied to invite
back the criminal whnm thcy Lad just chabeud "fùm tbem. Hie
peetry became more popular than it hail ever been; nd his con-
plaints wvere read with tears by thousands and tens of thousands
ivho Lad neyer seen hie face.

He Lad fixed Lis home on the shorcs of the Adriatic, in the
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