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OUIR FLAG AT OSGOODE HALL.

Few people passing, or entering, Osgoode Hall, the legal
temple of Ontario, can fail to notice the flag that floats over the
building. We have ail heard of " The fiag that braved a thousand
years the battle and the 1,reeze, " but few realized until now that
it had actually corne into the possession of the Law Society of
Upper Canada; but, judging from the extremely dirty and
dilapidated condition of the rag whieh is hoisted over Osgoode
Hall, it niay flot be unfairly coneluded that its woe-begone ap-
pearance ig due to its extrerne age, and the ba.ttles and breeze.s
through which it has paased, and it inust indeed be the veritable
bunting of whieh the poct sang. As a relie of the past it iq no
doubt extremely cur-ious and interesting from the arehoeologieal
standpoint. But we fear there are iew among the general publie
who are capable of taking this high. view, and in their irre'verent
and unarchoeologieal xninds the thought will arise, "'If the Law
Society or the Governrnent of Ontario cannot afford to display
a more respectable specirnen of the flag we ail honour than that
iiiiserable rag, it would be better to have noue at ail."

The subject u.' ;apital punishmeûnt is one that crops up f ront
time to tinie. Humanitarians, who, like the Humnanitarian
League in England, whieh is urging the abolishxnent of flogging
as a punishrnent, urge that the death penalty should bc abolished.
\Ve are of the old fashioned sort that think it should be retained.
In the United States it bas cea-sed in Michigan, Wisconsin, Rhode
Island and Kansas. It was abolishied for a period and thexi ri-
instated in Colorado, New York and Ohio; bi7. properly cnoùighi

àis infflcted only, as here, for the mat serions oiffenoes, inost
usually for inurder. A discussion of the subjeet is given ini a
reve.nt number of the Amnerican Laiv Reviu', froin which we imike
sme extracts, to be fouind ini another place.


