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H. SUGDEN EVANS & CO.

(Late Evang, Merceer & Co,)

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS
MANUFACITURING
Pharmaceutical Chemists,
41 10 43 ST. JEAN BAPTISTE 8T,
MONTREAL,

Evans, LERCHER & BVANS,

Kvans, Sons & Co.,
i London, Bug.

Liverpool, Kng.

WILLIAM DARLING & C0.,

1IMPORTERS OF
Metals, Hardware, Glass, Mirror Plates
XEakr Seating, Carringe
Makers Trimmings and Curled ¥air,

Agents for Messrs, Chag, Ebbinghaus & Sons, Manu-
facturers 0! Window Cornices.

XNo, 30 St. Sulpice, & No, 379 St. Paul Streets,
MONTREAL.

SORTING UP STOGKS,

By \\'l-:]-ll.\'LY SHIPMENTS reeeived we have kept
OUR STOCK COMPLETELY ASSORTED

in every departinent.

" Opders to our representatives, or direct by letter, will
have prompt attention,
T. JANMES CLAXTON & CO.

ST. JOSEPHSTREET, MONTREAL
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'J'HL SUGAR ])U'JJLS

It scems probable that at the ensuing
mecting of the Dominion Board of Trade
there will e a full discussion of the difli-
cult but very important guestion of the
sugar duties. It is havdly probable that
in Canada, any more than in the United
States, there will be a concurrence of
opinion on the subject between the im.
“porters and refiners,  We noticed that the
subject was discussed recently at Halifax,
and that there was rather a strong feeling
in favor of ad valorem duties, which, if' they
could be fulrly assessed, have much to
recommend them. 1l must be borne in
mind that it is of the greatest importance
in adjusting customs duties that all im-
porters should be placed on the same foot-
ing, and_ thal there should be as little
temptation to frand as possible. In order

‘{0 obtain the required revenue for sugar, -

‘and, under existing circumstances, it may
be assumed that it will be scarcely possi-
Dble to- abandon any portion of that
yevenue, it would require something
like 50 per ceunt. ad valorem ‘to be
levied on that article. Now experience
hins proved that such arate as 50 per cent.

or even a much lower. one, is so great a
templation Lo fraudulent dealers, that
they will be sure to evade, the duty not
only to the loss of the revenue, but to
that of the honest trader.
combined mode is probably the best that
can be - adopted,
consideration whether, before the Govern-
ment commits itself to any policy on
the subject, it would not be advisable to
ascertain what changes the United States

propose to make in their tarif!’ on
sugars. The subjeet has of late been oc-

cupying the attention of both importers
and refiners in New York, and wide difter.
ences of opinion seem to prevail. More-
over, the tendency appears to be to admit
sugars of a higher quality, according to
the Dutch sl.md.u'cl, at a lower rate than
formerly. It was recommended very
lately that the high duties should only be
imposed on sugars above No, 16 D. 8,
but those dutics, it must be observed,
were prohibitory, and if' Canadian reliner-
ies should be again encouraged, it would
seem to follow that the duties should be
s0 regulated that the required revenune
would be raised on sugars equal to and
below No. I16. The sugar and iron dutics
are probably the most complicated of any
that™ the Government will have lo con-
sider.

THE FUTURE OF CANAL TRAFFIC.
The official returns for the year 1878
received atb the produce exchange of New
York, from the auditor’s oflice, show that
the whole amount of freight earried on
the canals of that state from the opening
to the, close of navigation was 5,170,822
tons, against 4,055,063 tons Lxst year,
being an increase of 214859 tons. The
whole amount of tolls received for sume
was $993,343.15, and £880,195-20, res-
pectively, being an increase of $113,146.05
in toll receipts. The total miles boats
cleared was, 8,431,002, this year, against
7,019,615 miles in 1877, We cannot com-
pare the increaseof traflic of the canals of
the state of New York in 1878 with the
traflfic on the canals of the Dominion for
the sume year, as the last oflicial return
printed in 1878 gives only the traffic of
1876. From other sources of information,
and notably from the decline already
noted in the exports of cercals during this
year, we may draw the conclusion that
the increase in the siates has had no cor-
responding advance in this country. But
we look forward to the next season with
high *~ anticipations of - increasing our

western trade through the Welland canal,:

which has had its capacity largely ex-
tended. As vessels of heavy: draft cin

now 1"1&.5 through \\'1thout br e'\l\mg bulk,

The present

but it is well worthy of

we expect that the grain and provision

trade will be drawn-in- the direction of

the St. Lawrence as the shortesi cut to
Europe. In our high uuticip:\t'\ons, we
forget that a movenient is being made by
the Legislature of the State of New York
to 50 amend the constitution as to make
the state eanals practically free to com-
merce by Lbohshln;, tolls.. This idea las
been gathering strength all along the ling
of the canal, and, from plesenbmchcumns
it iy oerl.nm Lh'tb the question will over-
top all others at the approaching session
of the Legislature.

Were this movement Lo suceeed, is this
country in a position  to follow the exam-
ple and to entirely abolish tolls on Cana-
diay canals? The estimated expenses
for enlarging the Welland and St Taw-
rence canals and (1(,(‘]_\<_nin" the Led of
the St. Lawrence river is £30,200,0005 of
this wmount there is work under contract
for $12,860,000 5 and, i’ the cosl of these
impmvemenis is not horne by the com-
meree. which is benefitted by them, it
must fall upon other interests within the
country.

A comparison - between  the average
freight from Chicago on wheat and corn
to New York and to Montreal in 1877
establishes the fact that the advantage is
already in favor of New York, according
to the report of the New York Produce
Exchange.

Comparison of ('u‘wht, rates from Chi-
cago to New York and Montreal in 1877 ¢

Al Water Route. Wheat. Corn.
Per ton, 2,000 1’er ton, 2000
b=, s,
Chieago fo New York, [3-7hG 301,07

Chieaygo to Montreald,.. SNy 516,07
Chiengo 10 New York,
MOIUisssensnnies oo auvnss Hes
Chiengo to New York,
1os8, viiiiieiiiaians 4.01
: Rate per Ton per Mile.
Wheat, Corn.
MUills, Freae-  Alills,: Frae-
tions, tions.
Chieaggo to New York, 2 675 2 508
Chicago to Montreal . 3 060 2 790
Chicago (u New Y urk
L S P 0, 33 0. 282

Accordmg, to this table, the freight has
been for wheat perbushel,11-24 cents, near-
1y 113 cents,from Chicago to New York,and
11-38, about 11§ cents, to Montreal; and
for corn 9-83 cents per bushel from Chicago
to New York and 9:70 cents to Montreal.
The abolition of tolls on the canals of both

_countries would be to the advantage of

the party having the heaviest toll rate:
The tolls on property on the New York
canals have been, by the necessities of
trade, 1 leduced from four mills to one mill
per 1 000 lhs. per mile, Lhe hbter bem«
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