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T11.E SUGAR UUTIES.
IL secms probable that It the ensuing

imeetiig of the Dominion Board of Trade
tlero w'ill be a full discussion of (lie dilli-
cuit but, very important question of the
sugar duties. t isadly probable that
in Canada, any more than in tlie United
States, there will be a concurrence of
opinion ont tlie sulject betw'een the in.
porters and r'efines. We noticed lthat the
subject wts discuissed recently at Halilfax,
and that there wsiS ratier a strong feeling
it favoi ofad valoren du ties, which, if ihey
could bc fairly assessed, Ie mluch to
recoumend tilem. It must be borne in
mind tliat, it is ot the greatest importance
in adjusting cistons diuties that all im-
porters should be placed oni the sane foot-
inîg, and liat tlere slioukl be as little
temptaitonii torand ias possible. In order
to obtain tlic required revenue for sugar,
and, under existing circunstances, it inay
be assuimed that it iill be scarcely possi-
ble te abandon : any portion of that,
revenue it would require soinetling
like 50 per cent. ad valorem te be
levied on that article. Now experience
has proved that sucli a rate as 50 per cen t.

or even a muich lower ine, is so great a
tempjitation tO fraudulent dealers, that
tley will be sure te evade. the d uty not
oliiy to the loss o the revenue, but te
that of ie hionest trader. The present
combiiied mode is probably the best that
can bc adopted, but it is well wtorlhy of'
consideration whlether, before tle Govern-
ment coiiimits itself te any policy on
the subject., it would not be advisable te
ascertain wlat changes tbc United States
propose te msake in thleir tarifi' on
suîgars. 'lie subject lias of' late been ec-
cupying tlie attention of both imlipoitrs
and refiners in Neiw York, and wide differ-
ences of opinion secn te prevail. iore-
vers, the tendency appears to be te admsit

suîgais of a ligher' quality, according to
lie Dutch standaId, at a lower rate thsn

formierly. I, wnas recommended very
lately tliat the ligli duties sloiuld onl*y be
imîposed on sugars above No. Irf D. S.,
luit tchose cduties, it iust be observed,
were prohibitory, anid il' Canadian reitiner-
ies should lie again encouraged, it would
seen te followî thîat tlc duties should bu
se recgulated that the rec-lired revenue
would bc raised on sugars equal to aind
bolo' No. J0. The sugalr aid iron hities
are probably the miost complicated of any
that t.he Government will have te con-
sider'.

TIHE FUTURE OF CANAL fITRAFFIC.
'ie oflicial rturnis for the year 1878

received at the produce excliange of New
York, froi the auditor's olhice, show that
the whole amount of freiglit carried oi
the canals of that sttte froms the opening
te the close of navigation w'as 5,170,822
tons, against 4,1155,963 tons last year,
being an incrcase of 214,859 tons. 'l'le
wiole amount of tolls received for sane
n'as $993,343.15, and $880,195-20, ros-
pectively, bcing ai increase of $113,A6.95
in toll receipts. The total miles boats
cleared iwas, 8,431,002, this year, against,
7,019,615 miles in 1877. We cannuot coin-
pare the increase of trailic of the canais of
the state ot Nev York in 1878 with the
traffic on the canals of the Dominion for
the samne year, as the last official returi'
printed in 1878 gives only the traffic of
1876. Fron other sources of info'nation,
and notably t'iois the decline already
noted in tie exports of cercals diring this
year, iwe may draiv tihe conclusion tiat
the increase in the states lias liad no cor'-
responding adv'ance in tiis countr'y. 'But
we look forward te the next season with
highs anticipations of increasing our
western trade throughifs th Wella ind canal,
wlicli has liad its capacity largely ex-
tended. As vessels of heavy draft eau
nov pass tlh'ughs witshout breaking bulk,

wse expect that the grain and provision
trade will be drawn in the direction o
the St. Lawrence as the shortest cut te
Eriopie. Iu hîlight anticipations, ev
tiget thiat a molaveient is being madie lby
tie Legislature' of tlhe State of Nv Yor'k
te sa aiend the constitution as to muake
the state canaIls practically frî'ee to coi -
merce by abolishing toits. Tis idea has
been gat.liciiig strengthi ail along the lin'
of t'le canal, and , f'omss lprsent insdica.ionis,
il is certais that tii c questcion will oer.
top all ofiers at the approaching session
et' te Legislature.

We're titis imsovemenist. to succed, is tilis
uciountr'y in a position:to follow' the examn-
ple and te eitii'cly abolisi tolls i Cansa-
dian canails? The estinated expenses
for enlarging the Welmd anl St. LI'-
rence canais anid leepenig the bed et'
tle St. Lawrîence river is $30,200,0 ; of
this aiuniiit ,liere is vork unlde' contract
for 12,860,000 i and, if tle cost ot thes
iipiovemisents is iot horne by the coim-
îîerce iiicli is belieittced byl tiemu. i
iilst fill ipon oitiei iiterests vithi L the
coliitry.

A coinparison betieei tle average
freigh t.romens Chi icago oni iwiheat and cornl
to Nwc' Yr'k and te Moitrea l in 1877
establishes the fa:ct that ie advantage is
ali'oady in f'avoi of Niv Yok, accoiding
te tle 'e't et tli New York Pro'educc
Exclange.

Coliparisoin of freiglit rates fromt Chi-
cago te Nwo Yoi'k ait ML[onltr'eal in 187T
AHl Wat:ier l iote. leat. Cori

'er ton, 2,000
lbs.

$3-7..GlCihicago io ' York.

hcoo10 NwYorkz,

Chîicago ito New' Yor1'l9
le-s. ............... 4,Ci

Rlne per Tons per Mle,
whowat.

M1ills. Frac.-
tions.

Chicago to Niiw' York. 2 075
Chicaigo i nitreail . 3 t)060

Cihictago to New York,
1e s ................ e 385

îe, 211000

ttvi.

:lutis. Frtac-
tions.

2 50S
2 790

0l 202

.According te this table, the freiglit lias
been for wheat perbusliel, Il. 24 cents, neair-
ly 111 cents,froin Clicago te No' Yor'k,aind
I -38, about 1 cents, te Montreal, and
for corn 9-S3 cenîts per' bushel froin Chicago
te Nen' York and 9-70 cents te Mtoentr'eal.
The abolition of tolls on the canals of both
counstries would be te the advantagof
the party having the heaviest toll rate
'le tolls on property ons thveNew York
canais have been, by the necessities of
trade, reduced froi four mills te one miiI
per 1,00 lbs. per mile, the latter being


