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number of deatis from diphtieria take
place in towns and villages badly drained
w'ell-drained cities are comparatively free.
Many cases of a low forn of fever'have
been caused by the escape of sewer gas
fron the soif pipes. When the pipes have
been long in use, the bend of the pipe
miay often be found coated vith a grayish-
white deposit easily scraped off. The in-
terior of the pipe is riddled with holes
tlrough wiiich the gas escapes. The only
.iemedy appears to be the discontinuance
of eaed pipes, vhich are an abomination
in every louse, and the substitution of iron
in tieir place. We trust tlat our City
Fathers vill reconsider their resolution
mnade at a late meeting, and vote a liberal
sum'for the lealth Conmittee,and induce
that veteran sanitary scientist, Alderiman
McCord, to again assume the Chairsnan-
ship, which lie ield so long to the great
benefit of the city, and with the greatest
credit to hiimself.

THE LANCASHIRE SlRBIKE--ITS
LESSONS.

'he recent strikes in the cotton manu-
fl'cturing districts of England have
brougbt tlie English lPeople to a sense of
n danger whicli threatens one of the great-
est interests of tie United Kingdom. The
wages of the cotton operatives have been
reduced moi.e than onde in the last
eighteen months, and tle production lias
at times been diminished. Since Marci
last the manufacturers generally have
been conpelled to give notice of a further
reduction of 10 per cent. in wages to all
branches of the trade. The attemnîpt to
enforce this reduction lias been resisted
by a striike, and this strike lias thrîown up-
wards of 100,000 persons of the w'ages class
out of employmient. The circumstances
leading to this strike are of no ordinary
character. The mnanufacture's plcad
dimninished sale foi' thelir goods, andi sale
only at such, prices as prohibit the pay-
ment of former wages. They plead that
it is no tenporary or trivial interruption
of their business, but one which threatens
a permiaent and even more disastrous
interference vitl British cotton manu-
factures than las ever been anticipated.
The magnitude of the cotton industry of
England is very grcat. There wvas im-
ported in 1870 l'au' cotton amounting to
within a fraction of 1,500,000,000 pounds,
of wlich only 203,000,000 pounds was ex-
ported te the Continent, and the re-
mainder, nearly 1,300,000,000 pounds, was
retained to be ismanuf'actur'ed at horne.
There vere at thiat time emiployed in the
2,655 cotton factories of tue cduntry nc
less than 470,515 operatives. The ex
ports o!' cotton goods in 1874 iad a valuc

of $371,000,000; its 1875 a value 'of $358,-
850,000 and in 3876 of$338,200,000. The
cecline in prices had begun as early as
1873, and has continued since then. Tie
total value of British exports in .1876 was
$1,000,000,000, and it will be seen that
cotton inanufactures was more than ne-
third of all that England sold in that year.
Anything which thrcaten s the perman-
ency or value of this cotton trade is there-
fore a menace to the ivhole trade of the
Kingdon. The value of the exported
cotton manufactures of the United States
in 1877 was about $10,00,000, while the
value of the exports of British cotton
manufactures is equal to $l,000,000 a day
the wiiole year rouud, xludiig Sundays.

The pleaof the manufacturers of cotton
goods ii England, that ti. ey aire compelled
to reduce ivages, rests uipon three impoi-te
anlt points : 1. A decl.n' iu the demand
for cotton goods because cf the general
depression in the world' trade j 2. The
manufacture of cotton goods in India and
China i and 3. The coipetition of the
United States, wlicl i beccming so greant
that American cottons Lave sold whole-
sale and retail, in England in tolerable
coipetition with Manchester goods. In
a review of the state of the cotton
trade, published a year ago by Mr. Ed-
ward !tkinson, of Boston, he showed thbat
so close had becorne the management of'
the trade that each minute item in the
cost of production ivas of imiportance, and
tliat the possession of the cotton trade of
the w'orld miglit, and eventually vould,
depend on the difference of less than half
a cent a squard yard in ci cost of pro-
duction.

The termination of the strike marks
the defeat of one of the most powerful,
and certainly one of the strangest move-
ments in the history of labor struggIes.
The operatives ceased woi'k, iot so inch
because of an actual grievance as for the
sake of an idea. Altiough their. Yages
had been reduced, in conflormity with the
necessities of the times, they vere carn-
ing enough to yield themi a comfortable
support, and the plan which tliey pro-
posed foi the solution of their problem
and in defence of which tlhy iwent out on
strike, w'ould have actually brought them
less vages than they were already eariing.
Recogînizing the depression in thie market,
the inroads made by forcign comipetition,
and the immense over-supply of goods,
they fornied the theory tlhat the only ivay
out of the trouble vvas to cuitail the pro
duction. To this end they proposed te
the manufacturers, instead of a further
reduction of w'ages, to diminish the hou',s
of labor their argument being tlat, iu
this vay, the supply would be clcked

and tbare Vould be an oliportuiiity te
work off accunulated *goods. To go on
manufactui.ing to the full capacity vould
be, they maintained, oinly an aggravation
of the evil already existing, and the snall
iargin created by a cutclovvi la iwages
would be soon swallowed up in the glut of
the market, so that reduction niust follow'
rediction until the position of the opera-
tives would become initolerable. These
views they presented with much clearness
and force in thoeir circular addresses and
nowspaper' letters, and their hold upon
the operatives is suflioiently proven by
the unai'nimity and tenacity whlîich have
characterized the striike. On the otheir
liand the inasters, w'hile they nide lo de-
tailed arguments in reply, held te their
position that the manufacture of goods
could not go on at existing rates of labor,
and it vould be better for then to close
their mills at once and have done vith it
than te go on nanufacturing at a loss.
The strike iwas succeeded by a lock-out
on the part of' the masters ; an incalcu-
lable amouint of poverty and distress fcli
upon the unfortunate weavers and thoir
faimilics, vhîo liad ho funds either o tLheir
ow'n, or belonging to the Unions, to fall
back upon i cliscontent and poverty en-
gendered rioting attempts at coin-
prii m e wholly failed i and, after niine

weeks of unnaaiiing st.uggle, the oper-
atives yielded everything, and vent back
teo wo'k at tieir masters' tei'ms-a 10 per
cent. reduction in the spinning room as

-follows :
Blowing rooin lands (w"omen) pe week 53 15
strip ers (youlg men)........... ........ 3 60
Give s (men) ..... .. ............... 4 50

Slabbers (women) ............................. 3 40
Riovers and tenters (woeinii) .............. 3
Minders (alen)... ........................... 7 1e
Placers (lads) ................ .......... l0
Reelers (women)....... ................ 3 85

Card master (overluokers) ................. 9 la
ana er ..... ...... ............ .............. 10 88

The folloving is a table of the vages 'e-
ceived in the weaving roons under the
ten per cent. î'eduction:
WVinders (women)........... ............ 53 07

oarmers (m'enle)............................ 4 ; 0

Four leon w .aves....................... 9 5
Ticklers (men)......................... ..... 4 1
Cloi ..... r ....................... SI6
Malnager ......................... ~.............. 15 7a

According totheir own stateient, the
defeated ope*ratives have lost $375,000 a
veek during the strike, in vages iwhicli
they should have received-a 'total of
$3,375,000; and to offset this norimous
sacrifice they have gained nothing yhat-
eer. This is a melancholy exhlbit, and

calis for compassioïnnoe tian for blanie.
ihere nvas so muôh of plausibility, if not


