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Canadian villajges at less than one-third | eat which the Eng-
lish nobleman or'mechanic can'slake his thirst at the same fountains.
By means of Library associations,—such as may ‘eusily be formed
in every city and town, and such as I trust soon to see form part of
the' Public School System in every Township—I say. by means of
Library associations, not only the best works of living authors can
be rendered accessible to our whole Canadian community ; but we
cap—
“ Ture back the tide of ages to its head, -

And hoard the wisdom of tlie honour’d dead.”

We can, through the medium of the best translations, hold converse

with Herodotus and Livy, with Demosthenes and Cicero, with

Homer and Virgil, the same as with Paul and Moses, and David

and Isaiah. , L

‘But, unhappily, the poison is everywhere mingled with the health-

. ful food ; bad books are as numerous as good ones, and are.perhaps
" more widely read. Their moral leprosy spots the,virgin -heart of

many an unsuspecting reader, and taints virtue and principle in their

sources. It is.che duty of all virtuous. and intelligent persons to aid

in resisting and, if possible, suppressing. this growing evil, Good

‘books ore as important as good companions ; .and bad baoks. are.a |
foridable species of evil. commupications which gorrupt good |

wanners.” More importance should be attached to. the, quality. of
books than_to their number and variety. ;. sentiment long eince
expressed, by SENECA,. when he said—% Von refert quam multos
libros, sed guam._bonos habeas.” .. Thoughtful conversation: with a
few s.lcct-friends will yield. more profit -than thoughtless conversa-
tion with a large and promiscuous company. It.js the thinking,
and not the most extensive, reader that acquires most knowledge.
Locge has truly and guaintly said—¢ Reading furnishes. the mind
with materials of knowledge ; it is thinking that makes what we
Tead our's. We are of a ruminating kind, and it is not enough to
cram ourselves with a -great load of collections ; unless we chew
them over again, they will not give us strength and nourishment.”
As much eating and little exercise, is injurious to bodily health; so
much reading and Yittle thinking enfeebles, rather than strengthens
the mind. That scute metaphysician, DueaLp STEWART, ex-
presses himself strongly on this point. ¢ Nothing (he says) in
truth, has such a tendency to weaken, not anly the powers of in-
vention, but the intellectual powers in general, as a habit of exten-
sive and various reading without reflection. - The activity and force
of mind-are gradually impared, in cansequence of disuse:; and pot
unfrequently all-our principles and epinions come to be lost in. the
4s:finite- multiplicity end discordancy.of our acquired ideas.” ;
_But if the “extensive and various reading without reflection,” of
sven-instructive and truthful books, impair the_mental powers ;
‘what must be the efficts of the “extensive znd;various reading,”
8s 3 amusement, of light literature .and .work&,ofj fiction %..
reading must not only enfeeble:the mind, but-pervert she:saste; and

gorrupt the. imagingtion. ' Such.works are.as uniiue.to nature.as |
shey.are.false to morals,.. Their characters argmot desg;onstrous |

in: Soclety, than hippogriff, centaurs, and.mermaids.in nptural his-
tory ;" and they de.equak.violenceto the mjnd; the passions,and the
heart.  Without  adverting to_that class of novels which outrage
“$&censy by ‘the impure  profligacy of Yol thelr Expressions and il-
Tistrations, how pernicious dré the effects of Teading even theBetter
class of tham'? ‘They may cause tedts to flow ‘at the’ aftispig'ﬁ’l’pxc-
tyre of hifman distress ; but do those ‘téars ever open the hand”for
‘thé Felief Of real distress? Sighs may be drawn forth over u He-
titious vbject of misfortune and_ wretclieddess, biit will such sighs
@ver move the feet éven to the next street or'lane’to ‘visit 'and ¢om-
fort & rcal objest of equal misfortune and wretchedness ¥ "The hieart
may be wale to gluw at the fanciful portraiture of filial dévoti()n'apd
conjigal affection, but does that glow make the daughter mafe af-
fectionate and ‘submissive to the maternal cares ahd wishes, atid the

“wife more devoted to the happiness and intefests of her husband

anl bHowme? Is the novel reading Son the mioré virtious, ‘more -

“hanly, more industrions? Is it not notorious thit the inost extea-
<ive roaders of the works of fiction are the least disposed ‘to. the
“poal duties of iife, and least contented under its cares and vicissi-
“Lidos T The maudlih sentiment jinbibed “from the™ndveist s as

Such |

[

robbed

‘alieni “to" true love, true benevolénce wid compasyion, as ie the .

shectral ngitation of the intoxicated brain to the hiealthful activity

of sober reason. The heart enchanted by fairy etherialities is

—
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 -jts native simplicity.and. tenderuess.; and the mind fed
by fantasies Joses its ¢vigor. for. the.stern-duties of life, and'is:
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_ borne away by every illusion, like a bulrush upon the. tide.’

-..May not the wide circulation and.perusal of works of fiction. by
our junior population, explain the philosophy of tha remark sooften
made, that the growing up sons and.daughters, -with all their su.
perior advantages of schools and books, are seldom.equal to their
fathers and mothers in mental and moral stamina, in seltidenying
energy and enterprising activity ? Apart from its religious sspect;
the question deserves the most serious consideration. of parents and
young people. _For the mind to becoms great, its activity must be
great, and it must not be the companion of foolish characters or
foolish books ; but-it must dwell in familiar contact with great-sube
jects and great characters ; and these are 1o be found in works of
moralists, ‘philosophers and historians, and not in the legends ahd
fictions of the whole race of the Burwers and Dumases, the . Drcx,
ENsEs and CooPERS of our age, .And in order to form the;loftiest
conceptions and the most influential - views of truth, of -mor(q‘l}s,,;g(
personal excellence, let,us.go to the Records of Inspiratfon—rto the
lives of prophets;apostles :and saints ; abave .ally let. us bow, downip
the humble and daily-contemplation of that Divine Gharacter, which—
to-use the ‘words of: RoBRRT - HaLp,—* horrows splendour. from, al}
that:is fair, subordinates to.itself all that-is.great, and sits entbroned
o the riches of the universe:” - . ' '
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- But it .js the Periobicar Press, which; perhaps mgt.e;}.h,aqt,ggy
other agency,. is contributing to- form the populur sentiments and
taste of our country, and to influénce its social advancement ,ana
our newspaper sheet is almost our sole representative of the stately
Reviews and literary. Magasines, the:weekly end daily -papers ‘of
Great Britain-and the United-States. We - o ~
"$Turi to'the press—its iceming sheets survey;
Big with the wonders of each passing day ; i
" Births, deaths, and weddings, forgeries, fires, and wrecks,
Harangues, and hailstones, brawls and broken necks.” . .0 -
¢ It tells us of the price of stock—-how much produceis worth; - ...
And when, and where, and how, and why strange things occur on.earth,
Has war’s loud clarion’ called to ,arms ? has lightning sjruck a.tree
Has Jenkins broke hisleg 7 or has there been a storm. at sea 7. ..
Has the sea-serpent shown his head ? or a comet’s:tai] been sden?
Or has some heiress with her groom rup off to Gretna Gréen? ol
All this, and many wonders more, you from this sheet may glesn.”
T doubt not, however, you will all agree with me,. that g.hg;@mz
adian press. does not altogether limit itself to the functions.here in-
dicated ; but that it has_sustained a  position surpassed .by the
newspaper press of scarcely-any other country,-in the discussion of
some gquestions of. ci¥il government. and public policy. -But:as the
newspaper copstitutes. nearly. the. whole of the ¢ Fourth Estate” in
our periodical literature, how iouch is Athe.cgugymhgepepﬂimmwg
it for. information- and.enlarged views'op.all,questions:of spiance,

literature, aug-soialpolity,; a8 wellias .commompolities ;. Fhe 49

telleetual . and -moral :constitution..of socjety must..be,essentially
effected by-the. character-of the food periodically administereg to it}
and, it will, imprave or. decline just ag_ghat. faod censists .of . soungd:
and; varied: knowledge, instinct withthespirit of candour,-generosity,
and patriotism.;or-as it.consists: of harsh.and coarsg vitupesation,
edministered-in the spirit of- selfishness. and. gnimosity.. .. The . free
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discussion -of -all questions of public ingerest, dictated by a ,,spj)’_ f
intelligence . and earnest investigation,.and. conducted in -a-tone; of
elevated moaral philosophy; is a,vivifying stream circulating farand
wide over the speial soil, and ieverywhere ‘producing fertility. .and
cheerfulness ; but-I know of, nothing. more -vitiating to the public
mind, minifying ita views, enfeebling its energies; and.embittering

Lits kindliest feelings, than.a publication, whose periodigal.issnes

are so many successive indictments of fraud, robbery, and conspi-
racy against-.all who may entertain other opinions and other pre-
ferences than those of some of: their_fellow-countrymen.  The:ani-
mus of such a publication, jn whatever interest it'may be enlisted,
is Russian despotism ; and the virus of its spirit, as far as it pen-
etrates,- corrodes all the elements which combine in ‘th advance-
ment of society. - The mission of the Canadiyn press is.important
beyoud. estimate 3 its field of labour i3 wigde heyond comparison ;i
is the palladium of that freedam. of -thgaght which is essential to
the happiness -and Wignity of man, apd the channel of that un-
Timited inquiry by which the.human: faculties are advanced.; it js
the great school-master of society, with an ubiquity spreading ovar



