
pherà poets, aidiiné ainay aeh tided t6 tl n o 
Canadian villages At les han oeha liceit whch te Èng-
lish noblemnan ornehanic carilake his birsat t Àe same fountaine.
By means of Library associations,-such as may e ily be formed
in every city and tnwn, añd such as I trust soon to see farin part of
the Public Bchool System in every Township-I say, by meanrs of
Library associations, not only the best works of living authors can
be rendered accessible tO our whole Canadian community; but we
can-

Tur. back the tide of aes tÔ its head,
And hoard the wisdonm of tlhe bonour'd dead."

We can, through the rmedium of the best translationf, hold converse
with Herodotus and Livy, with Demosthenes and Cicero, with
Homer and Virgil, the same as with Paul and Moses, and David
and Isaiah.

But, unhappily, the poison is everywhere mingled with the health-
ful food_; bad books are as numerous as good ones, and are perhaps
more widely read. Their moral leprosy spots , e virgin -eart of
nisny an unsuspecting reader, and taintsvirtue a~nd.principle in their
sourçes. It is he duty Of all virtuous, and intelligent persons to aid
in résisting and, if possible, suppressing. this growng evil.. .ood
books are us important as good companions ; uand ad boks are a
formnidkble, pecies of " eil communications whieh porrupt.good
nianners." More importance should be attache4 tao the., qruality of
books. than-ta theirntrnber and variety,; ,a sentiment long s-yei
expressed by 'SEt:C, when he said-" Non refert qsein tlt;o
libros, .sed quam banos habeas." Thoughtful conversation with a
few sIect friends will yield mare profit than thoughtless conversa-
tion with a large andi prqmiscuous company. itis the thinking,
and not the most extensive, reader that acquires most knowledge.
Locait has truly and qlaintly sid-" eading furnishes the mind
with materials of knowledge ; it is tlinking that makes what ve
ýead our's. We are of a ruminating kind, and it is not enough to
cram ourselves with a -great load of collections ; unles we chew
them ovser again, they will not give us strength and nourishment." -

As much eating and little exercise, is injurious to bodily healtb; so
nuch reading and ittle thinking enfeebles, rather than strengthens
the mind. That acute metaphysician, DUGALD STBwAUT, ex-
presses himself strongly on this point. Nothing sys in
truth, has such a tendency to weaken, not only the powers of n-
vention, but the intellectual powers in general, as a habit of exten-
sive and various readinq without refllection. - The activity and forc,e
of mind -are gradually impared, in consequence of-disuse ; and pot
unfrcquently alt-xr principles and opinions cme ta be lost in the
Iihnite multiplicity anddiscordèncy of our acquired ideasY

m if the "extensive and various reading withot reflection," of

enl instructive and truthful books, impair the menal powera;
hat muet ba the eeçts of the " exteusive-andyvarigu reading,.'
aS e amusement, of ligbt.literature and workaofficnj? . S4ch

lg:the min14, b pervet,4m4aastei and

ar.rupt tl'npiagmiona Sunh-orks areas n g,tg atu s a
~they :raao ta marals,- Their abrpera ie.4ptfnstrou5

p inSceiSty, than hippogriffs, çeRta.urs, gn4i prMaaid.in piuraj he-
tory ; and they doequal.violenceito the mjndh tpassiogggd t -e
heart. Without .adverting to that clasa of novels which oûtrage

dtiðy ty4tWe sipire prodgacy bh ther xpressids aúd il-

liUrtions, -hw pernicius aré th éeffécts fiéading evetrfhêbttr

cla:é of th2m? They may cause teans to-flow otthe artistil pic-
ture of iiman disiress ; but do tho&e ats ever open the h-id for
tu4 relief df real distress 1 Sighs -n y-6e driwn forth over a Be'-
1tious bject of msiortune and wretcheddess, butwil such uighs
ever rmoveo the feet è en to the next street or'lane vi Tt ea rt m
fort a real objeet ofequal misfortune and wretclhedness I The heat
may be maile to glow at the fanciful portraiture of filial devotion and

conj .igal but does that gloW make the danghter more ai-
affsh "d the uesth

fetionate aad -sùbmisive to the matrrnal cares id Wiseransb a
wW'fe aaôre devoted ta the happines and intere of her hushan
pnJ home ? le th nove reading non the more virtMous, more
*av, more industriou? Is iL not notorious thât t1 inost exten-

- ive readers of the works of fiction are theest spod
r-i duties af Life, and least coritentd under its cames a-d Vcissi-
Stidas The naudlih sentimentimbibea ftpm the nùveat Ys as

silien to true Luve, true beneVlnee, aind c pa:si, iu h
erî tctral agitation of the intoxicaten brain ta the halihfuictieiy

Vf olmer realson. The heart enchanted by iairy etherialities is

robbed af jts native simplicity' and tendfesand.t einin 4ed
by fantasies loses its 'elgor for. ,he-stern duti e of life, and' il
borne away by every illusinn, like a bulrush .upop the tide.'

May not the wide circulation and.-perusal of works of àctin y
our junior population, explain the pbilosophy of th2 remark sooften
made, that the growing up sons and daughters, with all their su4
perior advantages of achools and books, are seldon equal ta their
fathers and mothers in mental and moral stamina% in selftdenying
energy and enterprising activity ? Apart from its religious aspect-
the question deserves the most serious consideration of parents and
young people. For the mind to become great, its activity a»p g
great, and it must not be the companion of foolisb charac.ers or
foolish books,; but- it must dwell in familiar cntact with greatb
jects and great characters.; and these are to be found in wórks f
moralists, philosophera and historians, and nt in the Ipgen4asid
fictions of the whole race of the BULWEtS and DUWtsEs, ih. :D0v
ENSEs and CooPERs Of our age. And in order to formt thqlofiles
conceptions and the most influential viewa of truth, of -nors,of
personal excellence, letus,go to the Recordsaof Inspirtion-o
liveo »f prophetsjapostlesa, d stints:; aboveal4 klt ua þow;.dopvp4a
the humble andidailyeontemplation of that.Divine Çhargoter,which
to ue the -words of. RoaaT- H'ÂL ",-7" borrowa splendeur frgmzqi
thatis fair, subordinates to. itaelf ail that hgreat, and sit enthroned
an-the riches of theuniverse." j
. But it is the PzaroIDDiV Panss, which, perhaps mqye nb1,q-A8y

other agenicy, is contributing to form the popular sentiments and
taste.of our country, atid to influénoe its social adancerment, ; i
our newspaper sheet is almostour sole representa;tive of the State)Y
Reviews and literary Magazines, the:weekly and daily papers of
Great Britain-and the United States. We

"Turn to thèpreassits ïéming 'heetis ure
Big with the wonders of eaoh passing day';
Births, deaths, and weddings, forgeries, fires, and wiecks,
Harangues, and hailstones, brawls and broken necks."
"It tells us of the price of stockhow.much praduqe is worth; -

And when, and where, and how, and why strange things occur on ,erth,
Has war's loud clarion called to arma? has ligltniagruCk i tree ?
Has Jenkins broke his leg ? or has there been a goarm at seà?
Has the sea.-serpent sbown his head? or a amet':taiJ bee eén
Or has some heiress with her groom rnp ofto Greta qréen i
All this, and many wonders more, you from this aheet glen.

I doubt not, however, you will:all agree wit ner that the Cqnj
adian press. does not altogether limit itself tatbe functions .hp in-
dicated ; but that it -bas uustained a postionasrp ed y t
newspaper pres of scarcely any other countryinathe reeusiaagi
some questione of civil government, and publie poicy. -»utam4hq
newspaper constitutes nearly the whole, the "F 6'oprth:s9ate" 4A
our periadicai literature, hpw gautich e tbe ýcoug
it for information: ana lar-god; vewedog by;e>tnlsgof .ie
literature, ansp aIpqI:ty,sas we1ns ooimnpnæeties g
tellectualand amoral :conatitution pf ociety g9 0 tiiLýy
effected;by tbe character:ofthe food .peadçlly; a4pinistre o ' it
andt :wik413p.roe OrÀ Q1ime just asla focessteoIgy)
andvsried-knowledge, instinct withþbe spirikat sand9utrgerqe
and patriotist ;; oras it consist&- of hanskand Coa site
administered- in the spirit:-setashnes-and-spumoaity..y,@efce
discussion -of-aI -questions of public inteest,' dictaMed by a spftit of
intelligeoceiand. earnest jnvestigaip c$nconduoted in a eoneaof
elevated moral philosophyjisg aý-ivifyingstream Lrpul'ting fard
wide over the spcia) soil, and everywhere pro4ucing fertility ayd
cheerfulness; butI know of, nothing, more vitiating tothe publie
mind, minifying its views, enfeebling its energies and embittenng
its kindliest feelings, thans publication, whose periodiçal -ie
are so many successive indictments of fraud, robbe.ry, and conspi-
racy ngainst all, who may entertain other opinions and other. ire-
ferences than those of some of their.fellow-counitrymen. .Ther-
mus of such a publication, in whatever interest it-may be enlisted,
is Russian despotisn and the virus of its spirit, as far as it pene

etrates,-corrodes all he elements which combine in thp alvance,
ment of society. The misâion of the Canadbümpress is.importapt
beyond es.timate ; itsfield of.juhour i? wide bey,opd comp.risn ;
is the palladium of that freedom of[-tikaught which is essential to

the happiness and '<ignity of mar, nd the: chagnel of that un-

limited inquiry by pbhicb tbeapa f c-lties aredvanced; i i

the great schol-master of society, with an ubiquity sprealing over


