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IV.

THE LIMIT OF EVOLUTION.

Your last correspondent on the subject 
of my letters treats the question lightly. 
Perhaps he is young, enjoying the morn­
ing of life and thinking little of its close. 
On the mind of a student of history is 
deeply impressed the sadness of its page ; 
the record of infinite misery and suffering 
as well as depravity, all apparently to no 
purpose if the end is to be a physical 
catastrophe. Comtism, while it bids us 
devote and sacrifice ourselves to the future 
of humanity, can apparently hold out 
nothing more.

I accept evolution, if it is the verdict of 
science as to the origin of physical species, 
the human species included ; though it 
certainly seems strange that, the chances
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