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niindod of tho many kind and aj^rooublo people, by whom I have bcvn

outcrtainod in my manifold journeys, or with whom I have sported in

tho lonely wildcrnosa, and to all of thorn would I send n wiuh for their

prosperity und happiness. From thoui, and from Nature, have I

gathered tho staple of thiii work, and the sceret of my huccosh thus

far, I fancy to be, that I have always written from impulse, with an

honest intention, and in the hope of securing the upprobatiun of those

only whoso hearts beat in sympathy with my own.

One word more. Should some of tho earlier passages of my present
*

publieatioQ appear, to the matured reader, to bo somewhat too fanciful

in idea or expression, ho will please remember that it is not manly

always to oondomu the follies of youth ;—and I must add the con<

fession, that I would rather bo wrong with tho warm-hearted lover of

nature, than to be right with the cold-blooded critic.

Gmryctown, D, C, Summer of 18D0.


