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Parki) by whom they were driven out. We
halted to noon under tlie shade of the pinei,

and the weather was most delightful. The
country was literally alive with buflalo

;

and the continued echo of the hunter's

rifles on the other side of the river for a
moment made me uneasy, thinking perhaps
they were engaged with Indians ; but in a

<hort time they came into camp with the

meat of seven fat cows.
During the earlier part of the day's ride,

the river had been merely a narrow ravine

between high piny mountains, backed on
loth sides, but particularly on the west, by
A line of snowy ridges ; but, afler several

hours' ride, the stream opened out into a
valley with pleasant bottoms. In the afVer-

noon the river forked into three apparently

equal streams; broad buffalo trails leading

up the led hand, and the middle branch, in-

dicating good passes over the mountains;
but up the right-hand branch, (which, in

the object of descending from the mountain
by the main head of the Arkansas, I was
most desirous to follow,) there was no sign

of a buffalo trace. Apprehending from this

reason, and the character of the mountains,
which are known to be extremely rugged,
that the right-hand branch led to no pass, I

proceeded up the middle branch, which
formed a flat valley bottom between timber-

ed ridges on the led and snowy mountains
on l^e right, terminating in large buttes of
naked rock. The trail was good, and the
country interesting ; and at nightfall we
encamped in an open place among the pines,

where we built a strong fort. The moun-
tains exhibit their usual varied growth of
flowers, and tit this place I noticed, among
others, tkermopsis montana, whose bright
Yellow color makes it a showy plant. This
iiaa been a characteristic in many parts of
the country since reaching the Uintah
waters. With fields of iris were oquUegia
carulea, violets, esparoette, and straw-
berries.

At dark, we perceived a fire in the edge
of the pines, on the opposite side of the val-

ley. We had evidently not been discovered,

and, at the report of a gun, and the blaze of
fresh fuel which was heaped on our fires,

those of the strangers were instantly ex-
tinguished. In the morning, they were
found to be a party of six trappers, who had
Tentured out among the mountains after

beaver. They informed us that two of the
number with which they had started had
been already killed by the Indians—one of
Xhem but a few days since—by the Arapa-
hoes we had lately seen, who had found
him alone at a camp on this river, and car-
ried off his traps and animals. As they
were desirous to join us, the hunters return-

«d with tltem to their encampment, and we

continued up the valley, in which the stream
rapidly diminished, breaking into small trib-

utaries—every hollow affording water. At
our noon halt, the hunters joined us with

the trappers. While preparing to start

from their encampment, they found them-
selves suddenly surrounded by a party of

Arapahoes, who informed them that their

scouis had discovered a large Utah village

in the Bayou Salade, (South Park,) and
that a large war party, consisting of almost

every man in the village, except those who
were too old to go to war, were going ovdr

to attack them. The main body had as-

cended the \e(i fork of the river, which af-

forded a better pass than the branch we were
on ; and this party had followed our trail, ii>

order that we might add our force ta theirs.

Carson informed them that we were too far

ahead to turn bac.;, but would join them <n

the bayou ; and tlie Indians went off appa-

rently satisfied. By the temperature of

boiling water, our elevation here was 10,430
feet; and still the pine forest continued,

and grass was good.

In the afternoon, we continued our road

—

occasionally through open pines, with a very
gradual ascent. We surprised a herd of

buffalo, enjoying the shade at a small lake

among the pines ; and they made the dry
branches crack, as they broke through the

woods. In a ride of about three-quarters of

an hour, and having ascended perhaps 800
feet, we reached the summit or the divid-

ing RiDOB, which would thus have an esti-

mated height of 11,200 feet. Here the

river spreads itself into small branches and
springs, heading nearly in the summit of the

ridge, which is very narrow. Immediately
below us was a green valley, through which
ran a stream ; and a short distance opposite

rose snowy mountains, whose summits were
formed into peaks of naked rock. We
soon afterwards satisfied ourselves that im-
mediately beyond there mountains was the

main branch of the Arkansas river—most
probably heading directly with the littie

stream below us, which gathered its waters
in the snowy mountains near by. Descrip-
tions of the rugged character of the moun-
tains around the head of the Arkansas,
which their appearance amply justified, de-

terred me from making any attempt to reooh
it, which would have involved a greater

length of time than now remained at my dia-

In about a quarter of an hour, we de-

scended from the summit of the Pass into

the creek below, our road having been Taiy
much controlled and interrupted by the pinM
and springs on the mountain side. Tam-
ing up the stream, we encamped on a bot-

tom of good grass near its head, whieh
gathers its waters in the dividing creat of tht


