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times injures the fortune of the rich, and obliges'

the poor to retrench their neceflary wants, that

they may not be deficient in their zeal ox\ this

DCcaHon. For the origin of this feftival, a whim-
£cal caufe is aifignedj but it is probably of fuch

ancient inflitution, th^t the remembrance of the

ia6t which occafioned it is lofl, and only the ob-*

fervance kept up > as is the caie with many cere-

monies in all countries*

The young men do not follow their own ta.flc

in the choice of a wife; but take her on the cre-

dit of others. Sometimes, however^ the bride-

groorn will rejed the bride at iirlt fight $ but
Ihould the woman ever fo much diilike theman,
ihe hais no alternative but to fubmtt.

When the Tartars, in the late war, took Nan-
kin, among other irregularities they committed,
they hit on an expedient, which amufed the Chi*
Hefe amid all their difafiers. They feized on all

the women of the province, and putting them in

lacks, carried them to market, determined to fell

old and young, handfome and ugly^ without fuf-

feting them to be- previouily feen, at the mode-
rate price of two erowiis each.

. On tiie day offale^ tile novelty of the tranfa£tion
flttra£ted a great many purchafers. One poor fel^

low, who had but two cfowns in the world, pur-

chafed a ifack,like the reft* and carried Jt offj but

no fooner was he out of the crowd, than his euri-

o(ity prompted him to examine his bargain. To
his amazement and great chagrin, he found he

had got an old woman of the moft forbidding ap*

pearance* Irritated by the lofs of his money, and
the difappointment of his hopes, he was going to

throw her into a river, when the old lady bid him
^be of goo^ cheer, telling him that if he faved her


