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CHAPTER I

OKEGON DISCOVERED BY SPAIN.

I

Forty ycar» after the discovery of the Western Continent, Hernan
Cortez, the conqueror of Mexico, having explored the neighboring coun-

tries, in search of rich nations to plunder, turned his attention to the

north and northwest. At the comniencenient of the sixteenth century,

the most northern settlements of the Spaniards in North America, were

Culiacan, a small establishment on the eastern side of the Gulf of Cali-

fornia, in about twenty-five degrees north latitude, and Panuco, situated

near the spot now occupied by Tampico, on the Mexican Gulf.

Of this expedition, made under the direction and orders of Cortez,

little authentic is known. In 1532, Diego Ilurtado de Mondoza, a rela-

tion of Cortez, srilrd from Acapulco in a small ship, accompanied by Juan

de Mazucla, in connnaud of another vessel. They proceeded along the

sou ihwest coast of Mexico, as far as the twenty-seventh degree of

north latitude. Here a tempest separated them, and the vessel com-

manded by Mendoza was lost. After the storm abated, Mazuela was
obliged to return to the river Culiacan, where the greater part of his

crew deserted. Those who roinainixl endeavoring to bring the ship back to

Acapulco, ran ashore in iho province of .lulisco. Th(>re the crew, ex-

cepting three, were murdered by the savages; and subsequently the ves-

sel was rifled by Nuno de Guzman, the chief of a band of advnnturers

who pretended to be independent of Cortez. The next year, as no news

of these vessels had reached Acapulco, Cortez sent out (wo others in the

same direction, under flernando de Grijalva and Diego de Becerra, who

set sail from Tehuantepee in October, 1.533.

Grijalva, separuting from his cor.ipanions, sailed to the west\Mird, and

having -Jiscovered a group of small islands about one hundred and fifty

miles from the main land, (now known as tlie Revillagigedo islands,) he

returned to Mexico witiiout making any further discovery. Becerra also


