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6jt, one frigate of 36, one of 34, and one of 16 guns,

with a fmall vefl'cl to look out. '^Vhcv fiilcd from

Bvci\ the 14th inlLant, the fame day 1 failed from

Torbay. Concluding that their iirft rendezvous

would be Qiiiberon, the iiiflant I received the intel-

ligence, I diredled my courfe thither with a prell fail.

At firft the wind blowing hard, at S. by E. and

S. diove us confiderably to the weftward. But on
the 18th and iQ^h, though variable, it proved ni(>r^

favourable. In the mean time, having been joined bj
the Maidflone and Coventry frigates, I directed their

commanders to keep a- head of the fquadron, one on
the fl-arboard and the other on the larboard bow.
At half paft eight o'clock in the morning of the 20th,

Belleiile, by our reckoning, bearing E. by N. i-4th

N. the Maidftone made the fignal for feeing a fleet.

I immediately fpread abroad the fignal for a line a-

breaft, in order to draw all the fiiips of the fquadron

up with me. I had before fent the Magnanime a -head,

to make the land. At 3-4th paft nine ihe made the

fignal for an enemy. Obferving, on my difccvering

them, that they made ofF, I threw out the fignal, for

the feven fhips neareft them to chafe, and draw into

a line of battle a-head of me, and endeavour to flop

them till the reft of the fquadron fhould come up,

who were alfo to form as they chafed, that no time

might be loft in the purfuit. That morning they

were in chafe of the Rochefter, Catham, Portland,

Falkland, Minerva, Vengeance and Venus, all which
joined me about eleven o'clock-j and, in the evening,

the Saphirc from Quiberon Bay. All the day we had

very frcfli gales, at N. W. and W. N. W. with

heavy fqualTs. M. Conflans kept going ofF under

luch fail as all his fquadron could carry, and at the

fame time keep together, while we crowded after

htm with every fail our Chips fiiould bear. At halt,

paft two, P. M. the fire beginning a-head, I made
tlic fignal for engaging. Wc were then to the fouth-

ward
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