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colonial system was suspended, by which neutrals were admitted

to participate in the trade to the British Y/est India Islands.— Since

then, these fisheries have been nearly given up from want of en-

couragement, and the articles of export from the island at present

consist of wheat, barley, oats, salt pork, butter, furs, seal-oil, and
oysters, to Nova Scotia, with live cattle and some timber to

Newfoundland, and occasionally a few cargoes of square timber to

Great Britain. Flax and hemp thrive well in this island, and every

farmer raises a small quantity yearly, which is applied to domestic

uses.' A few individuals are engaged in building ships, which are

generally sold in Newfoundland ; this business will probably be

carried on to a great extent, whenever the Newfoundland frsheries

tevive, as the great plenty oJF timber, in this island, and the reasona-

ble rate at which the necessaries of life are obtained, will enable the

inhabitants to build at a much cheaper rate than in Newfoundland.
^

Since 1792, the importation of all kinds of provisions into this

island has ceased, whilst the export of them has gradually increased.

The Newfoundland fishery is of longer standing than those pur-

sued by the inhabitants of the continent of America, and was so

considered* before the conclusion of the war, which separated the

United States from Great Britain. It is not confined to any par-

ticular exclusive company, but is an open general British cod-fish-

ery, consisting of many lodges, or commodious harbours. It was
discovered by the Cabots in 1507, and taken possession of for the

crown of England, which they named Terra de Buccaleos, but did

not settle any fishery there. This island abounds with timber pro-

per for shipping and other purposes, but its chief value is the great

fishery carried on upon those shoals, which are called the Banks of

Newfoundland, which formerly supplied in a great measure Europe

and the West Indies with dried cod-fish, but in consequence of the

subjects of the United States being allowed the same privileges in

fishing on these banks and in the gulph of St. Lawrence, as before

they became a distinct and independent state, and from the injuri-

ous con&equences resulting from the impress of the British seamen

employed in it, and the suspension of the colonial system in favor

of neutrals, a considerable depression has been produced on the

British interest, and this fishery in common with the others in those

teas has very much declined ; they are, however, still capable of

great extension, and claim at this time the peculiar attention and

consideration of the legislature of Great Britain.

' Stewart's account.
* Dr. Douglas' Summary, vol. l. p. sar,—also Reeves's History of the Co-

vtrnment of Newfoundland.


