
In order to facilitiitc the oxamiiiatiou ol' Privnio Mills, previous to the

sussion ol' I'arliiiiiieiil, it is ii Staiidiiii^- Order oi'the Coiiiiaons :

" Every |)eliii()u lor a private hill, headed hy a short title, descriptive

of the uiidertakinu' or hill, eurrespoiidiim' with that at the head of the
adverliseiiii lit, with a declaration, sii^iiied hy the au'eiil, and a printed copy
oi'the hill annexed shall he deposited in tiie Private l!iil Oiiiieini or hel'ore

the 21st of Deceiulier and such Petition, 15111 and Declaration, shall heopeii
to the inspection d'all parties."

It is also a Tuh- that copies of all hills shall, at the same lime, be

deposited with the Hoard ol' Tra<le, Treasury, or other department under
whose special supervision they may come.

Another Standing Order provides that. " In all cases where aiipliea-

tion is intended to hr made I'or leave to hriiii;' in a Hill relatinu' to any of

the Two (Masses ol' Private Hills. Notice shall he aiven slatinu' the ohjects

of such intended api)lication, and the lime at which co[iies of the Bill will

be deposited in the Private Hill Ollice."

All thes(M'ules are inttMided to facilitate an examination of the l^ills

bi'fiin: the Session by the ChairnuMi of Committees in the two Houses, and
by I he l']xa miners of Petitions, whose duty it is especially to rejiort upon the

proposed distribution between the two Houses and compliaiici! or non-
compliance with the Standing Orders.

"With respect to the Examiners of l\'titions and Standinn- Orders, just

meiitioiu'd, it is necessary to explain that, some years aiiO, the Lords
adopted a most convenient ariangement, which dispensed with a double
proof of all those orders which are common to both Houses, ex<'ept in cer-

tain cases. They appointed, as " examiners of Standing' Orders," the

gentlemen who hold the ollice of examiners of petitions in the House of

Commons. Piy this arraimemi'iit the examiners, acting on behalf of both
Houses, now adjudicate upon all facts relating io the compliance or non-
compliance with the Standiiu:- tb-ders, and the Standing Orders Committee
in each House, determines upon the facts as rei)orted or certilied to them,
whi'ther the Standing (h'ders ought or ought not to be disiieiised with
All parliamentary authorities agreethatol all tlu' imi)rovcments, coniu'ited

with i)rivate bill legislation, none hav(> been ^o sinnal as those in whiih
till' examiners were constitute<l. and both Houses conctirred lor theassimi-

hition and joint proof ol tlieir Standing Order.s.
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Another dutv dischargtHl by the Chairman of the Lords' Committees
may here be mentioned in order to show the various steps taken to facili-

tate the proirress of a bill throuuh the Lords, and to mak(> its provisions as

perfect as possible. A\ hile a bill is before the Commons, it is the i)ractice

to lay it before tlu' Chairman in (piestion, and give ell'ect to his observa-

tions durinu' the jirou'ressof thi' bill throiu;h the Commons. The amend-
ments sugiicsled in the Lords are thus I'mbodied with the other amend-
ments before the bill has passed the Commons ; and unless the bill be

opposed, its progress through the Lords is at ouee easy and expeditious.


