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mend thue goverament for the course they
have pursued la appolnting this commis-
sion, and I trust the members of lt wili
know how to deal properly with the ques-
tion without allowlng the American goveru-
ment to, dictate to us as to how we shall
utilize the power whlch la on our side of
the line. Let the scenlc beauties be protect-
ed to the fullest possible extent, but let It
be done la the interests of Canada and not
la those of the United States.

Next we have a reference to the interim
report from the Transportation Commis-
sion. If there has been anything which has
occurred la the political world during the
past year or two which bas confirmed the
position taken by the leader of the opposi-
tion la the House of Commons when the
question of the Grand Trunk Pacific scbeme
was under consideration, It la the char-
acter and nature of the reports which have
been received from the Transportation Com-
mission. The commission, accordlng to
their last report, regret that the goverament
did not take possession of the Canada At-
lantic Railway, thus making connections be-
tween Georgian bay and the maritime pro-
vinces via the Intercolonlal Railway. This
was the scheme propounded smre years
ago by the Hon. Mr. Tarte, when he
was la the goverument, and It was
fully approved of by the party led by
Mr. Borden, la the Hlouse of Commons.
Now vie have the report of the Transpor-
tation Commission verlfylng and confirmIng
the soundness of the position taken by the
opposition at that time. The more one
thinks of It, If goverament ownership Is to
have any place at ail-I arn not golng to,
argue on that point now, because 1 arn not
altogether an admirer of government owner-
ship la ail Its features-that is a scherne
whichl sbould have been adopted by the
goverament.

Next we are promised the Revised Statu-
tes. They have been long enough at thent;
however, I suppose those who are doing the
work are well pald, and Vie volume wiii
be very handy whea we get it. Next we
have a promised ameadment to the Rail-
way A&ct. It would be foily to attempt to
discuss Vint until we have Vie mensure it-
self. Then we have an amendment of the
Fruit Marks ý1ct. If the government can
mak-e any amnendmnent to Viat measure whch.
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wlll prevent the fraude which are being per-
petrated, it will be most acceptable to the
country. It je realiy amazing that fruit
growers and packers shouid so far forget
their own interests as to face their pack-
ages wlth fruit of good quaiity and put ln-
rerior fruit ln the middle.

Then we have a most Important clause
relating to the usury iaw. Our hon. friend,
the Speaker, wlll no doubt be fully in accord
with that. When he occupied a seat on the
floor of the House he attempted to procure
legisiation to regulate the rates of lnterest.
The iniquities perpetrated by usurers ln the
province of Quebec and ln the clty of To-
ronto have been of such a character that re-
strictive legisiation is demanded. I dld flot
cxactly catch the remarks of my hon. frlend
who seconded the address, but I understooi1
hlm to be ln favour of free trade ln money,
and that he gave arguments why it
Rhouid. fot be lnterfered wrIth. I arn per-
hiaps one of those oid fogies who, believe, as
I have believed from boyhood, that there
shouid be a usury iaw, for reasons whlch I
shall fot take the Urne of the House to glv,?
now, but what has occurred lately convia-
ces me of the need of smre such legisiation.
1 do not belleve, however, that it would be
wise to give the judge discretion as to, what
Interest should be pald. My view is that
It should be a simple law fixing a certa!n
maximum rate which money leaders might
charge, and If any hlgher rate le demanded.
proof of the tact should deprive hlm of the
rlght to collect any interest at ail. That
ls the only way you can get an effective
usury law.

We are told that It ls lntended to amend
the Dominion Elections Act. We cannot
have It improved too soon, judglng from
events of recent occurrence. If the govern-
ment wlli act upon the suggestion made by
the leader of the opposition la another place
la some recent speeches, and have a Crown
prosecutor Independent of ail parties to
prosecute violations of the A&ct, there will
soon be an Improvement. It should be
taken out of the hands of the judges. I do
uot care how coascleatious and honest a
judge may be, parties on one side or the
other are sure to accuse hlm of doing wrong,
and when we look at the confiicting judg-
ments which have been rendered of late la
Quebec and Ontario and Saskatchewan, onle
shudders at the differences of opinion and


