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had been accordod to a pievious one.
"What possible good," was his excla-
mation, "can we got from a
"with Canida ! hien th liat Treaty

existed, we took everything fron you
that you had to sell, and you took

"nothing from us." "Surely," i re-
plied, "you are not stating thi sei-
"iously."" Of course I nim," said he;
"8urely you don't deny that it was
go ?" My reply wa> that I not only
denied it, but was prepared to show,
beyond the shadow of a doubt, and
from the official returns of the United
States that fron 1820 up to 1864 the
inhabitants of the British Provinces
had bought from the United States
merchandise and produce to tho extent
Of over $150,000,000 in excss of what
the States had bought fron thein in
the same years. I said I had no faith
nyself in what was terenod " the bal.

alce of trade," but if there was any
truth in it, the traffic of the United
States with the Provinces imust b- ail
that could be desired, for up to tho
third year before the Treaty was e-
pealed it always showed a large ant-
nual balance against Canada. lie wts
utterly incredulots - indignant;y in-
credulous-togh. ny stateonent was
strictly accurate. But stid I,!-" Let
us suppose that you are correet-let us
suppose that during ail thlese past years
you bought a vast anount froin Cana-
da and we bought very little fron you
-was that a very great disadlvantage
to you ? Do you thiunk your merchants
an t raders woul1 have il ckedî over as
they did to the lumbe-mils and farm
yards and factories and ý shing-ports of
the Provinces to bîuv oau- stuï I tho
extent of mnany milions per ali
unless they got profit by it? They
night-have doue it once or twice witl
a loss-but wouil thcy have done it for
lifty years in succession steadily and
largely increasing the anount of their
purchuases from year to vear ? Andapart toi the great profits that must
have been realized by the re-sale of the
goods, was thore not great gains to the
United States from the transportation
of all that stuff overland to your ocean
ports, and in shipping it from them in
your sea-going vessels to foreign colun-
trie-?" 1 made very littie imnpresiin
on my Protectionist friend, and bis ca e
is but one out of a great nany similar

to it. A rd, indeed, it is hardly to be
w'onlred at that very great misappre-
iension should exist in the United
States as to our tr-flie with that coun-
try. Until the B.N.A. Colonies were
confeduated in 1867, ail tie Provinces
were i-ohited fiom each other, thoir
public accounts and trade and naviga-
tion returns wei e pbliIhed Feparately,
if published formally at all, theircus-
toins and excise duties were entirely
different, and their shipping returns
were made up separately, if made up
at ail. No clear statement of the united
traffic of ail the Provinces with the
Amercian Republie in past years was
ever compl ied until last year-we, our-
selves, in Canada, weie ignorant of its
vast exient-and the absence of re-
liable data left us open to the misre-
presentat ions of our Pi-otectionist op-
poncnts in the Republic. Put our
traffic together in one account and
hardly couîld a branch -of trade in the
trited States be named which did not
profit by it-but take the traffic of the
Several Provintes aipart and there wiw
hardly a branch of trade that could not
be shown froi the example of sone
one Province to buy nothing of that
sort. Upper Canada was shown to
send wheat and flour to the United
States evory year to great amounts-
and the attention of Western farmers
was pointed earnestly to the fact-but
it w.as carefulîly omitted to be told at
the sane time, that Nova Scotia, New

n k Newfo1ndlandandnd Prince
Edward iN1iand took much more of
tlhese conmodities from the United
States than the -tales took f-om lpper
Canada. Cape Breton and Nova Seotia
were shown to send a few hundred
thousand tons of coal to the Boston
and New York markets-and the in-
dignant protests of Pennsylvania were
hurled agairnst nch an iniquity-but
it was carefully omitted to be told that
Upper and Lower Canada took four or
five times the quantity vf coal from
Ponnsvi ania tlat Cape Breton and
Nova Scotia sent into the States. Just
so was it with a very largre portion of
the commrnodities we sold to our Ameri-
can fi-ienods. Yet it was by such wea-

pons that the false impression was im.
planted deep on the public mind of
the United States that the traffic with
the Provinces was utterly unprofltable

89 Reelprocity NeIgotiations. .90


