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had been accorded to a previous one.
“ What possible good,” was his cxcla-
mation, “can wg get from a Trealy
“with Canada! When the last Treaty
“existed, we took everything from you
“that you had to sell, and you took
“nothing from us.” % Surely,” I re-
pliad, “you are not stating this seri-
“ously.” “Of course I am,” said he;
“surely you don’t deny that it was
80?” My reply was that I not only
denied it, but was prepared to show,
beyond the shadow of a doult, and
from the official returns of the United
States that from 1820 up to 1864 the
inhabitants of the British Provinces
had bought from the United States
merchandise and produce to the extent
of over $150,000,000 in cxcess of what

® States had bought from them in

©8amo years. I said I had no faith
myself in'what was termed “the bal.
ance of trade,” but if there was any
trath in it, the traffic of the United
States with the Provinces must be all
th?-t could be desired, for up to the
third year before the Treaty was re-
pealed it always showed a large an-
nual balance against Canada. 1o was
utterly incredulons — indignantiy in-
credulous—though my stafemnent was
strictly aceurate. Bt said 12—« Tc
us suppose that you aro correct—Ilet us
suppose that during all these past years
you bought a vast amount from Cana-
da and we bought very little from you
—way that a very groat disadvantage
to }'ou? Do you think your merchants
an traders would have fl cked over as
they did o the lumber-mills and faem

Yards and factories anl Ashing-ports of

the Provinces to buy our stufi' to the
extent of many millions per annum
uqless.they got profit Ly it? They
might~have done it onee or twice with
zflo?s—but would they have done it for
]mf'()'e!)'e_ﬂ?'s 1 succession, steadily and

SCLY 1nereasing the amount of their
purchu‘ses from year to year? And
apart from the great 1)1'053{3 that nust
have been realizo] hy the ve-sale of the
goqu, was there not great gaing to the
United States from the transportation
of all that stuft overland to your ocean
ports, and in shipping it from them in
your sea-going vessels to foreign coun-
trie:?” 1 made very little impresion
on my Protectionist friend, and hisca e
is but one out of a great man y similar
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to it. Ard, indeed, it is hardly to be
wondered at that very great misappre-
Lension should exist in the United
States as to our traftic with that coun-
try.  Until the B.N.A. Colonies were
confederated in 166%, all the Provinces
were izolated from cach other, their
public accounts and trade and naviga-
tion returns wes e published separately,
if published formally at all, their, cus-
toms and excise duties were entirely
ditferent, and’ their shipping returns
were made up scparately, if made up
at all. No clear statement of the united
traffic of ail the Provinces with the
American Republic in past years was
ever complied until last year—we, our-
selves, in Canada, were 1gnorant of its
vast extent—and the abrence of re-
liable data left us open to the misre-
presentations of our Protectionist op-
ponents in the Republie.  Put our
traffic together in one account and
hardly could a branch of trade in the
United States be named which did not
profit by it—hut take the traffic of the
several Provinces apart and there was
hardly a branch of trade that could not
be shown froin the example of someo
one Province to buy nothing of that
sort.  Upper Canada was thown' to
send wheat and flour to the United
States every year to great amounts—
and the attention of Western farmers
was pointed carnestly to the fact—but
it was carefully omitted to be told at
the same time, that Nova Scotia, New
Branswick, Newfoundland, and Prince
Edward I«land took much more of
these commodities from the United
States than the ~tates took from Upper
Canada. Cape Breton and Nova Scotia
were shown to send a few hundred
thousand tons of coal to the Boston
and New York markets—and the in-
dignant protests of Pennsylvania were
hurled against =uch an inignity—but
it was carefully omitted to boe told that
Upper and Lower Canada took four or
five times the quantity cf coal from
Ponnsyl-ania that Cape Breton and
Nova Scoiia sent into the States. Just
0 was it with a very large portion of
the commodities we sold to our Ameri-
san friends.  Yet it was by such wea-
pons that the false impression was 1m-
planted decp on the public mind of
the United Statoes that the traffic with
the Provinces was utterly unprofitable



