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from one end to the other, and problems of economic and
social development.

It is to areas such as mine that this budget is mostly
aimed. I take issue with the term that our areas are
have-not provinces. They have been described as such in
the past. We may be have-not in economic terms, but there
is a great cultural heritage there and a great historic
background from which to draw. In these areas there is a
sense of identity and a sense of community which my
friends from Quebec may understand very well but which
1 believe is lacking today in many areas of North America
and, indeed, in the world where the impact of technology
has been felt. So there is a lot there to be thankful for.

I hope that when we plan our future in these areas we
will take into account our way of life and find the kind of
province we want. Like all parts of the world, we have felt
the impact of rampant technology. Industry today is
becoming capital-intensive rather than labour-intensive.
Jobs are disappearing whether a man works in a fishing
boat, in the iron mines, in the mills or wherever it happens
to be. Those who have prided themselves on their inde-
pendence are dismayed and frustrated now in having to
accept government assistance. It is my hope and belief
that this budget, reflecting as it does the policies of this
government, will alleviate the economic problems from
which my riding suffers.

I was extremely pleased to see the proposed increase in
pensions for the elderly and the veterans. I think we have
a responsibility to both these groups. Money in their pock-
ets should represent an asset to the economy. But I believe
we must do more than that. We must not simply look after
our elderly people; we must create a positive role for them
in our society. I am very pleased to see the New Horizons
program and the extension of it this year. This should be a
positive way whereby we can draw on the experience of
the older people in our society so that they may play a
useful role with the knowledge and experience only they
possess.

We must solve the unemployment problem. We must
give people in the disadvantaged areas, people who pride
themselves on their independence, an opportunity to get
back their self-respect. I was particularly pleased to see
the tax cuts. This should be of great help to people,
particularly those in the lower income group. The mothers
in my riding, I believe, will be particularly pleased to see
the tax taken off children’s clothing and other food items.
This will help combat the high cost of living in many
areas.

I may say here that I look forward to the time when the
government introduces the revised family income security
plan. These two measures together should be of great help
to the people in the lower income group. There are other
pressing problems in my riding which obviously could not
be dealt with in the budget speech but with which the
government must deal. This will mean positive expendi-
ture and government action.

Perhaps I might say a few words about the fishing
industry in my area because it is particularly important.
At the present time this industry is in a transitional stage.
The time really has passed when a man could survive
through the use of a small boat in the inshore fishery.
Nevertheless, we have a responsibility to that man. He is
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the man who prosecuted the fishery for years, who sur-
vived on his own, who wanted to make a contribution to
society and who is prepared to be independent. We all
know there is far too little of this in the world today. So
We must preserve the fishery in so far as possible. This
industry has felt the impact of technology, as have other
industries in the province. Yet there is an increasing
demand for food, and prices are improving. We must help
the inshore fishermen. I think the government is dealing
with that problem and will continue to do so.

I take issue with those on the other side who criticize the
department which is presently administering those poli-
cies. I want to tell them that the Minister of Fisheries (Mr.
Davis) is not dead. He is alive and well. He is administer-
ing a very capable department served by a very capable
staff in the fisheries branch, many of whom I am very
pleased to say are Newfoundlanders. I have great confi-
dence in that branch and in the department and I am very
pleased to be associated with it.

This year there is a great need for improved icebreaking
services in our province. I note with satisfaction that there
is provision in the estimates for at least one more ice-
breaker. However, I feel this will not be enough and that
there will have to be more expenditures in this region if
we are to help the woods industry in central Newfound-
land and the fishing industry on the Newfoundland and
Labrador coasts. I look forward to the time when govern-
ment will provide even more funds for this very necessary
service.

I was pleased to note that live television has come to
Goose Bay. I am disappointed that it is not yet in Labra-
dor West. I look forward to the time when the people on
the Labrador coast will also receive live television. In fact,
it may very well be that they will receive live television
before they have a telephone service, because there are
still communities in that area which do not have this very
necessary service. Communication in northern New-
foundland and in many parts of my riding is far from
acceptable either in terms of telephone or mail. It is still
extremely frustrating to me to try to communicate with
my constituents in that area. I urge the government, either
directly or through agencies connected with it, to try to
solve this problem and take steps immediately to improve
these essential services which all Canadians should enjoy
and to which they are entitled. These people still are not in
the mainstream of Canadian life, and meanwhile the rate
of change is increasing.

I was very pleased to hear my colleague, the Minister of
Regional Economic Expansion (Mr. Jamieson) speak of
the decentralization of his department. This is a most
important department to us both in terms of infrastruc-
ture development and industrial incentive. The idea of
bringing decision-making down to the local level is some-
thing to which we have looked forward for some time. It
will allow us, in that area and in all areas, to do our own
thing, because I believe it is not simply enough for govern-
ment to provide goods and services for people; we must
ask the people at the local level to assist and take part in
the decision-making process and assume responsibility
for the policies and programs that will affect their lives.

I hope the government will make an effort to build a
highway across Labrador which is one of the last great



