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my opinion it is better to take risks by action That is for the enlightenent of the hon.
to protect Canada and Canada's interests then member for Notre-Dame-de-Grâce (Mr.
by taking risks of no action. Allmand).

-but aîmed tewards one of the very important

Mr. Erik Nielsen (Yukon): Mr. Speaker, it aspects cf our action in te Arotie.
is surprising to me that there have been
doubts expressed by thtis government on the T eta en ePieMnsebdoubs epresed y tis gverimen onthethis legisiation, 15 not seeking to assert sover-
question of Arctic sovereignty. There seems
to be conviction on the other side that the
government has been consistent in expressing the
with force and positiveness its claim to Arctic ownership of these lands 18 beyond me.
ownership. I want to deal at some length with the hfe

The Secretary of State for External Affairs of one of our more famous French Canadians.
(Mr. Sharp) has come as close as any minister
in the cabinet to stating in a positive fashion ley & Israel, published in 1957, some attempt
any claim to sovereignty. It is important for i male to resurrect the history of this gentle-
the government to speak with one voice. One man who has made such a great contribution
should expect the Prime Minister (Mr. Tru- to the securing for Canada of our Arctic her-
deau), the head of the government, to be itage. I quote from page 5:
forceful and unequivocal about Canada's It is possible that eniy one Qanadian out cf a

theusand bas heard cf Captain Bernier. Perhaps
claim to her Arctic regions. He has not been eniy one in ten thousand knows anything cf bis

forceful. He has stated with clarity that the life. History piays strange tricks, giving fame te
intent of the legislation that we are now dis- one man, denying It te another. Yet Admirai

cussing is not to assert sovereignty over the Richard E. Byrd, bimself a famous explorer, bas
called Bernier "the dean cf arctic explorera". And

north. I am not saying something that is new. in 1926, the Toronte Star said, "It bas te ha ad-
My friend and seatmate put it on the record mitted tit Bernier la our great arctic pleneer and
last night. I think in order to put the matter years ago he kept arctlc questions befere Canadian
in its proper perspective we should once stateamen and the Canadian wben our interest was

again refer, particularly the Minister of at a lew ebb. Ha, more than any man, kept Canada

Indian Affairs and Northern Development frem tossing away its arctic inheritance."
(Mr. Chrétien) who has a vital concern in this This book is te story of how Captain Ber-
and all northern matters, to the statement of nier went about doing just that. The work of
the Prime Minister. It should again be put on Captain Bemier really commenced in earaest
the record and judged for what its. aftar the conclusion o World War I. Prior 

I say that the Prime Minister has yet to the war, he was commissioaed by te Canadi-an governent to make annual patrols
make a positive, strong statement claiming throughout Canada's Arctic archipehago. It
Canada's ownership of her Arctic areas. This outfitted a ship which he called te Arctic.
is what my friend put on the record last These patrols were made on an annual basis.
night. When discussing these bills with the After the war te nature cf te patrols
press, the Prime Minister said: changed because o! te increasing interest ia

This is the first bit of legislation-it is not an gaology and other activities in these Arctic
assertion cf sPvereogntyl- areas.

Perhaps the member who just resumed his I t he sumner of 1925, when the matter

seat might pay attention to the words of the realy came to a head and aroused sufficient
Prim Miiste. Te bn. mmbe sees t beinterest to be debated with seriousness in this

Prime Mheaister. Thenn. membr seems tovbe House, a situation arose between Canada and

unde th mispprhenson hat osiivethe United States, coincidentally, which could
statemeats have been made. At this press have caused a good deal of unpleasaatness
conference the Prime Minister said, and I between our two countries. As accounted by

quota: "The True North", the situation arose la this
t-it is net an assertion cf soverelgnty, it is an way:

exeraise cf our desire te keep the Aratia free cf Two Americans had decided te sttempt an air-
pollution and by defining 100 miles as the zone borne trip to the Nerth Pe. One was Donald B.
within wbiah we are determined te act, wa are MacMilan, a Canadian-bern explorer wh had be-
iadicating that our assertion there is net oe aimed ce an Ameican citizen. The ether was Richard
tewards sIvereignty- E. Byrd, later te be internatiensfly known as a

iconqueror cf both P ies, then a you g commander
in the U.S. Nvy. Long before the two men set eut

-that our assertion there Is net oe aimed on their attempt, the newspapers were filled with

towards sRvereignty- acceunts cf their preparations.


