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their rnachinery, wbich should be and would
be paid for if the farmers had a chance to
deliver their grain.

Whet is being done to take care of this
serious situation? Only a few days ago we
learned that the Alberta Debt Adi ustmnent
Act was ruled ultra vires by the privy council.
1 believe the other western provinces, and
some of the eastern provinces as well, are
in the same position as we are. I wonder
what the situation will be before we cen get
modemn judgcs, trained in the up-to--date
modemn sehool, who will give the proper
interpretation f0 the legisiation thet cornes
before them. Something must be done. Last
session I stated, and I repeat if now, that
the President of the United States found if
necessary f0 put progressive judges on the
bench befure any advance could be made with
progressive legisietion.

There is another question which will have
to be considered before agriculture cen get
on a sound footing; thaf is the present farm
debf situation. I amn not like some people
in talking about this; I know of what 1 speak,
because in my own case I boughf quife a
bit of land when wvheat wvas selling et from
$1.40 to $1.70 a bushel, and I had to do work
outside of the farrn, in different lines, in order
to kçeep up my payment,. This is notbing new
in western Canada. because under our price
structure the farmers have not been ahle to
pay for their farms, and for thef reason have
been compelled to carry ou other remunerafive
work during their slack seasons. Now principal
and inferesf have piled up t0 such an extent
thef the fermera cen never get ouf from
under the load; and wbile plenfy od good
suggestions are offered, no atternpf is made to
remove thaf burden wbich muet be lifted be-
fore the fermer cen meke progress.

In connection wif h hog and caf fie prices,
wbile they are not just what fhey rnighf be
we have not yet received very many comn-
plaints about thera. But thera is a good deel
of discontent in connection wifh the grading
of hogs. As usuel the packers seem f0 get
the larger share of the melon, and wc are
wondering how long it w-ill be until this matter
is straîglitened out. Then in connection with
the price of eggs, in mv par-t of the country
we bcd e reducfion of 17 cents per dozen
during tbe fbree weeks period prier f0 Jan-
uery 15. I wonder whaf the wartime prices
and trede board is doing about that. On
Jenuary 15 the temperafure went dowvn to
5S below zero in my district, and I think the
Minister of Finance or the chairman of the
werfime prices and trade board would bave
te go ouf there with a new mach or some-
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fbing cf the kind to make the cbickens lay
in order f0 produce with a price reduction of
17 cents a dozen as compared te the previeus
price. I should like te bave a good deal more
te say on that question, and perhaps tbe
epportunity will corne Jeter.

I do nef see why the fermers, tog1ether wifb
ehl the belp tbey cen get, and their families,
sbeuld be cornpelled te work, longer heurs
than any ether class in this country and stili
get such a miserable standard of living. Time
affer fime we have been told by tbe Prime
Minister and ethers that we muet bave an
equal standard, but I amn stili w-ait ing and
beping fer the day wbec sorne government
will be put inte pewer bore that will do a
littie levelling up and bring about a faim
distribtfion in this country. Time and again
we have asked that represcnfafiv-es of ergan-
ized agriculture be placod on boards dealing
witb agricultural metters. Up te the present
we have flot had much succoss in having fliat
dene, se that again to-day I arn offering this
suggestien te the gex-erement.

I have net time te deal wvitb a number of
other questions te which I wantod te rofer,
but I should liko te take up oe which I
believe is of parficular inferest te the wbole
cf Canada, since now we are telling the mec
sorving in this wam w-bat we are geing te do
fer tbern wben they cerne back. I arn geing
te mention cerne figures te show wbat the
men who served in the lest war have been done
for, net what bas been done for thern. I arn
referring again te the soldier settlemant beard.
After tbe lest war, in erder te put cerne of the
returned mec te work and perhaps te keep
fhemn ouf of mischief, the seldier settiernent
board was set up; I beliave that was about
1919. Originally the number of settlers under
thaf scheme was 25,017; fhe gevernent ed-
vanced Jeans te the arnount of $109,034,331,
and 1 believe the rate ef intaresf was 5 per
cent. Up te the end of March, 1941, collec-
tions on these Jeans amounted te $65ý640,518.
In ether werds ift teck, abeuf twenty-two
years fer the gevernrnenf te get back coe
S65,000,000 of the original $109,000,000, and
included in that figure wero the daposits or
payments made on land wh-icb was reoeld te
civilians affer the soldier settlers get wise
and ef f. Only 2,750 settlors bave obtained
tifle te the land, and e cumber of thece bad
pensions or a littie stake ebtained frein other
sources. On March 31, 1941, accerding te the
figures 1 bave bere, of the original number
of settlers only corne 7,360 rernained on the
land. 0f these. 2,953 hed an ae rage equity
of 67-5 per cent; 606 had an average equity
of 32 per cent; 1,078 had an average equity of


