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Parm Indebtedness

lishinents, the future returns of which. can
be mortgaged. That is one difficulty in classi-
fying farma lands. In the provinces down by
the sea the owner or occupant of lands may
carry on lumbering ia the winter and fishing
in 'the aummer. The farm may be of smaîl
acreage; it la his home, 'he grows ail bis
vegetables and sowa a few acres in oats or
barley so that bie may feed his horses, cattie
and pigs. He is classified for this purpose as
a farmer, because hae ia esaentially a farmer in
the, sense in wbieh that ten bias been uscd
for census purposes.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Do the figures
relating to average farins owned mean the
average number of actual farina or tbe average
percentage of the acreage of ail farm. land?

Mr. BENNETT: I tried to explain that the
figures I gave sbowed the percentage of farin
lands as sucb rather than the number of
farms. The cen.sus return shows the per-
centage of farm lands owned and rcnted in
Canada, by provinces. Obviously it would
flot give tbe num-bera of farins, becausc yon
would arrive at an entirely different per-
centage, especially in western Canada.

Mr. MERCIER (St. Henri): The Prime
Minister bias stated that the f arma througb-
out Canada are mortgaged to the extent of
about S726,000,000. Has bie in bis memo-
randum a figure showving the total valuation
of Canadian farins?

Mr. BENNETT: I can give that iniforma-
tion to tbe lion. member for St. Henri (Mr.
Mercier) before I coaclude. Perboaps, pro-
pcrly speaking, tbia subI ct may have some
reference to the next resolution, but if the
bouse will permit I will givc the information
now. The bion. member for St. Henri bias
asked wbat, according to the censua retura-
whiehi I desire the ebamber to keep in mind
covers 77 per cent of the land, the other 23
per cent heing rented-the mortgage debt on
ail tbe ownod farina in Canada amounts to.
In Prince Edward Island it amounted to $4,-
866,700; in Nova Scotia it was S6,570,000; in
New Brunswick, 86,485,400; in Quebec, $96,-
409,400; in Ontario, $199,755,100, in Manitoba,
$59,223,400; in Saskatchewan, S175,770,300; in
Alberta, $107,519,000; and ia Britisb Colum-
bia, $15,177,200, miaking a total of $671,776,-
500 covering a total farmn acreage wbicbi, as I
said a moment ago, amouinted to 163,254,959,
or an indebtedncas per acre of 84.11.

To many of the members of this committec
ibese figures are familiar owing to what tran-

spired in the special economie commrittce
whicli sat last v'ear. It. may be tiresome to
thern-at least to some of tbem-and unleas
the bouse (lesires I sball try flot to burden
the record too mueli by going- into detail. 1
bave before me another table, giving the
bistory of the indebtednes-s per acre of the
total owned land in tbe country. Table 4
miay be placed on Ilansard. The average la
S5.34.

M\ortgagc Indebtedness per Acre of the Total Owned Land

(Census, 1931)
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Mr. BEAUBIEN: Has the Prime Minister
any information regarding mortgages on cbat-
tels?

Mr. BENNETT: No, I have flot at tbe
moment. 1 said a moment ago that tbat in-
formation is cxceedinigly difficuit to obtain,' and
in answer to a question asked me a minute ago
I sbould say tbat in tbe province of Quebec
tbe figures were very large. It must be re-
membcred that in tbe appropriate registry
offices there are dcposited trust deeds of
corporations. Heavy mortgagcs, trust mort-

[Alr. Bennett.]

gages, covermgl issues of securities bave been
lodged, and wben tbe figures were given by
my lion. friend I could not but tlîink tbat
tbecy included tbe trust mortgages of tbe
varinus corporations, because otberwise tbey
are at variance witb tbe statement issued by
the census enumerators.

Here is a table wbicb I believe may in-
terest tbe committee. It la a table to sbow
the ratio of tbe mortgage debt to tbe total
value of the~ farm property, and la given
according to census figures of 1931. In the
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