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Hon. Sir Robert Borden) ; and having laid
down that proposition and established it,
as he thought, to perfection, he then pro-
ceeded to ascribe to us all the misfortunes
that had befallen that administration. It
would be interesting indeed if the hon.
gentleman would tell us by what process
of reasoning he strips us of any credit for
what that administration did and then at-
tributes to us all the misfortunes which
he says befell it? The fact is that very
little attention was given by that Govern-
ment to by-elections or any other elections
once it was made certain that there
was a majority behind it in this
House determined to carry through to
a successful conclusion the vital pro-
gramme laid before the people in 1917.
This Government came to power with the
support of almost seventy of a majority in
this Parliament and its first, almost its ex-
clusive, function was to carry on the duties
of office, and it was negligible, even indeed
if it were a duty at all, to seek Govern-
ment support in by-elections. As . time
went on the condition modified gradu-
ally, as would naturally be the case, and
we have been able of recent months to give
more time to those contests. Since this Gov-
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ernment came into office there have been

five by-elections, in every one of which this
Government was represented by a candidate
standing for what the Government stood for.
In the by-elections in St. John and Colches-
ter we had such candidates. We thought it
was at least of importance that the people
of those counties should know well what we
were standing for, and should have some
one to vote for who represented those prin-
ciples. I see a smile on the face of the
hon. member for East Quebec (Mr. La-
pointe), and I am reminded of a similar
smile that swept over his countenance just
. about a year ago, when he pointed to the
fact that, except for the Prime Minister,
there was no representative in the Cabinet
fo the bereft Maritime Provinces and when
he told the House that the reason there was

none was because we dared not open a con- .

stituency there. That is the last ocecasion
that I remember seeing the same vivid
smile on the face of the hon. gentleman.

Mr. BUREAU: Then the Prime Min-

ister must have been blind for a long time.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Well, we had a con-
test in those two constituencies, and the
leader of the Opposition proclaims in this
House the total lack of confidence in the
present administration in the city of St.

3%

John because ‘the Minister of Customs was
elected only by a majority of a little over
four thousand. Why, he said, we (the Op-
position) only put in a candidate at the last
moment. Why at the last moment? What
was the matter with the first moment? I
can remember well when that seat was
opened. I can remember well when the
challenge of the member for East Quebec
was accepted. . I remember well when the
leader of the Opposition announced through
the press of this country that there would
be no election by acclamation there; that he
would see to it that the Government was
confronted with a real candidate in the
constituency. But, somehow or other, he
was not able to carry out his threat until
very close to the contest. It was not pos-
sible even then for him to get a candidate to
stand in the county of St. John for what he
stood for. At last when one did appear
he tried to at least bring some show of
success by proclaiming that rather than be
a Liberal he would be an “independent
Liberal,” and in that capacity he ran.

In the county of Colchester my hon.
friend (Mr. King) and his party had no
representative at all. Not a man in
the county of Colchester represented his
party. .Perhaps there was not a man in
the county who knew what his policy
was. There was a candidate of the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Crerar) who is represent-
ed to-day by the distinguished member for
Red Deer. There was a candidate of that
party in the county of Colchester and they
had some rather questionable support —
support from men who advocated very
strange doctrines, very strange doctrines,
indeed, doctrines put into practice in only
one country in the world that I know of.
But that party had a candidate and its
candidate was buried under a majority of
some fifteen hundred voters.

Then there came an election in the
County of Yale and in the County of Elgin
on the same day. Did my hoy. friend have
a candidate in the County of Yale? I do
not hear him say either yes or no. But he
supported a candidate in the County of
Yale. Now I am going to state the reason
why it is that this amendment—in its
naked form, stripped of all substance—is
put before the House. My hon. friend sup-
ported a candidate in the County of Yale
all right, but a candidate whose views had
just as much relation to his own as the
blood of a South African negro has to
mine. Were the tariff views of that can-
didate in the County of Yale in accord



