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into this 'country. Let the Canadian manu-
facturera 'aatisfy our people that they are
able to supply themn with such gooda as
they need at a lower rate than the îkmerican
manufacturera, or even at airate as low.
The Canadian consumer in- flot -altogether
a fool. He knows what gpods he in buying;
he is going to bÙy ini the cheapest market
hie can; and if the double' protection which
the Canadian manufacturera are enjo'ying
at present is flot sufficient to enable them to
produce the gooda that Canadians require,
or to sali them at such 'a rate as wili ex-
clude ail outaide competition, then surely
protection is -a rniseiable f ailure. How
rnuch protection is neceýaaary in - order to
inake the protective system a succass? In
ordinary everyday affaira, as in political
life, whien we are dealing with any particu-
lar plan we want to adopt the plan that we
cari carry out successfuliy. Apparently it
is impossible to afford sufficient protection
to our Canadian manufacturing concernas to
enable them to do the thing which, they
think ought to be done-that ins to have
Canadian-made gooda bought in Canada. 1
arn quite willing to buy everything that I
can fron iCanadian manufacturera, but I
still dlaim the privilege, if American nmanu-
facturera can sali to me more cheaply than
Llanadian manufacturera notwithstanding
the tremàendous protection enjoyed by the
latter-of buying in the cherapeat market.
That is apparently what our manufacturera
-the Re-construction Association as they
caîl themsalves-are anxious that we shall
not do. Evidently they wish us to pay
stili more, to give themn still more protec-
tion- and to pay still higher prices for what
they produce. There is no reason that I
can see why Canadian manufacturera can-'
not manufacture the articles produced in
this country ganeraiiy as cheaply, as the
American manufacturers, ieaving outside
aitogether the matter of the tariff . At, any
rate. sureiy the existing tarif .and the
present adverse exchange rate which makas
stili further fot protection, should enable
them. to supply us with what we need at a
reasoible price and do away with the con-
dition which they are now iamenting *lien
they say that notwithstanding that ad-
verse, exchange rate our importa from the
United iStates -are inc1easing instead of
decreasing. If such is-the case that is the
fauft of the (lanadian manufacturer and not

-ours. I do net now wish te enter into
a discussion of fiscal matters. There will
be ample time for that later on, when we
in this corner will probably have aemething
te say about the tariff aixd about kindred
questions.
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I desire, hewever, to offer a few obser-
vations with regard to the amendment which
is new before the House. -4 We have heard
a great deal about it, and the Miniater of
the Interior seems to think that if we cau-
not agree te , every single word ini the
amendment, if we cannot -agree to the
dotting, of every "iV" and the cross-
ing of -every "t" we mnuet vote
against it., Sir, I must confesa that I
cannet grasp. the reasoning embodied
in that sort of argument. To my mind the
amendment, stripped of its verbiage, merely
calls for an election after the present ses-
sion bas run its course. I think perhapa
that if soma of the verbiage of the amend-
ment had been omitted At would have beeti
better. Personally I do not like no rnany
preivmbles, because they somatimes weaken-
the affect of a proposition. Il do not wiah
to criticizeethe leader of the Oppoiton, but

Ithink the objact aimed at could have
been batter accomplished with fewer worç¶s.
It would be more satisfaepory te ourselves
ini the long run and the public would ba
better pleased. In my opinion the giat of
what we are voting on is merely whether
or flot thare should be a generai election
alter a full session of the presant Parlia-
ment. That is a question which each of us
must settie for himaelf. Each member muat
dacide whether 'ha balievas in and should
vote for that principle. Now I realize there
in something to be aaid on both sidea of
this question, and perbaps we are a little too
slow in this House te -realize that fact when
dealing with matters which corne before us.
This, Parliamént was elected on a war
'franchise, on oea issue-to win the war. I
hava no desira te criticiza the Government;
I amn not 'hère for that p'urpose at ail. I
amn prepared te support the Government
whenaver I feel that I can properly do Bo.
I baliave it to be the duty of every hion.
member who ia taking an independant
stand to support the' Government whenever
hae feels that its acts warrant that course.
Wa should realize that, the Government han
enerous dutias te perferrni sud so long as it
is in power I amn rather inclined to gêt
away from the merely party idea. 14o mat.
ter w-ho is at its head ,we shouid support
the Government as f ar as possible when-'
ever we believe it to be doing right. Persan-
ally I arn prapared te do that. I am willi.ng
to, give tàhe, Go'vernment credit for everythiag
it' has doue,. eapecially during the 'war, andi
ar n ot inclined to condernn it fer all 'itë
acts aince the war terminated, because I
racegniza it bas had to deal with exceed-
ingly compiax problema. - The Government


