lish that these momntains contain gold and other
precious metals, and that the rivers carry gold de-

posits, and are replete with tish, such as salmon. :

trout, &e. A\ population of miners and fishermen

has found its way to that region to work out its

riches, and already a number of canning establish-
ments are to b2 found there.  In 1885, Mr. Bayard,
the Secretary of State for the United States, in a
despatch en this gquestion to the American
in London, Mr. Phelps, said :

** Rude and inaccessible as is the *sea of
of south-castern Alaska and furbidding as it muy appear
fur ordinarvy purpeses of inland settlement, it should be

remembered that it is a_mineral-bearing resion, the.
geological coutinuation of the gold and silver belt of Ca--

litornia and Nevada, and may at any time spring into an
importance not now caleulable, It is of evident advan-
tage to both countries to agree upon some  boundary line
eapable of survey at a reasonable cost, yet so precisely
and practically described, that in ense of need any given
point thereon may be readily determined in advavee ot a
general survey, and to do this while the whele yuestion
of local values is in abeyance.*’

Therefore, it is very important for the two coun-

tries that this question be settled without funl:cré
delay, in order that we may not have to deal with
difficulties that may Luter arise, and in order to |

avoid contlicts of individual interests, or conflicts

of jurisdiction which may result in retarding ov:
President
Grant. in his message to Congress on the 2ud of

embarrassing the locating of the line.

December, 1872, said :

* Experience of the difficultics attending the detenmina-

tion of our admitted line of boundary, atter the occupation

of our territory and itssettlement by thoxe owingallegianee
tu_(hc respective ﬁo\'crnmemf. puints to the importance -
of establishing, by natural objeets o other monuments, :

the actual line between the territory acquired by purchase

from Russin, and adjvining possessions of Her Britaunic

Majesty. ‘The region is now so sparsely oecupivd that aw
conflicting interests of individuals or jurisdietion are
likely to intertere to the delay or cmbarrassment of the

actual loeation of the line, It deterred until popnlation

shall enter and oecupy the territory some trivial contest
of nmglgl\uurs nuy again array the two Governments in

antagonigm. I thereture recommend the appointment ot a
commission to act juintly with one that may be appointed |
on the part of Great Britain todetermine the line between -

vur territory of Alaska aud the cuterminous possessions
of Great Britain.’

There is no ditticulty as to the line which follows”

the one hundred and forty-tirst degree of longitude
from the glacial sea, down to Mount Sto Elias @ but
there the difticulty begins, to continue as far as
Portland canal according to the American claim,
which would give them the Prince of Wales, Pierce
and other islands, or as far ax the Stvaits of Clar-
ence, according to our claim, which would give us
those islands.  Ditliculty ix alse met in regard to
the width of the strip of land extending along the

coast, and bounded by the crest of the mountains '

the nearest from the coust when not at more than
ten marine leagues therefrom, a limitationwhichwe
claim to be independent of the indentations of the
coast, while the Americans claim it to be otherwise,
Serious studies of the question have been made by
Dr. Dawson on our behalf, and Mr. Dall on behalf
of the United States. Let us now examine the
question of shipwreck and salvage. According to
the present law and customs regulatious, as there
are more shipwrecks on the northern shoves of the
lakes and rivers which divide us from our
neighbours, than on the south shores, 1 believe
that we have the best of it. However, as it is
our wish to live in harmony with them, I am
happy to see that amicable arrangements have
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:been made for the settlement of this  gues-
tion. We also learn with pleasure that they
have agreed to appeint an international commis-
sion to report on the regulations to be adopted by
the United States and Canadin 1o prevent the use
“of destructive methods of tishing, the pollution of
cour rivers, the uniform closing of fishing seasons,
and on other weans for  the preservation and
increase of fish. It is an acknowledged fact that
norwithstanding all that we may do everywhere
“in the Domiuion wherever our lakes and rivers
form the boundary line between the two countries,
if our friends of the other side of the line do not
take the same measures that we do for the pre-
serviation and the propagation of fish, our cflors
and our expenditure in that divection: will be use-
less, 1 might instance the shores of the American
Adlantic . where the absence of  vegalations has
allowed the destrnetion of tisheries formerly of
wreat value,  The Speech from the Throne tells us
“of the appointinent of & commission to investigate
the working of the Civil Service Acte Lam sure
that the report which will be made by the distin-
cuished men who conpose thix cormission, witl be
of great wdvantage in reforming the abuses which
Sy exist. 1 must at the sawe time congratulate
the Government upon the prompt action they have
taken in expelling froin the serviee all those found
wuilty of irregulavities.  And 1 am certain that
they will continue this policy until no dishonest
s employés remain : because it is of  the highest
mportance for the good administration of the
“eountry. that the employés of the Civil Servive,
more than any other class of society. be gbove
Fsnspivion, and they should be thoroughly convinewd
' that no irvegnkity will be forgiven them. But
it is o consoling fact that out of so large & number
of emwployés, s few dishonest ones should he
found to have failed in their dniy. We see every
Sdayin the best of our financiol institutions, aml
Lin spite of the strictest control, employes becon-
fing defaulters. It isnot surprising. therefore, that
vecasionally some be found in the Civil Service,
and from what 1 know of the service, and the
acquaintance 1 have with a number of employes,
[ must say that asa body the Civil Serviee is as
“honourable and honest asany other cliss of society.
The next paragraph informs us that the report of
the commission of enquiry into the guestion of
‘beet-root sugar will be submitted to use It isa
tquestion which certainly descrves all the attention
. of this House and of the country. 1 hope that we
fwill continue 1o protect an industry which shoukd
‘be a source of great rviches to the provinees the
L soil and climate of which are adapted to the grow-
ing of this plant, and which should he of as great
a henetit to us as it has been to France, Germany and
the other European countries where it has lecome
one of the main industries. It is said that who-
t ever cun cause two blades of grass to grow where
only one grew before is a benefactor of his country,
and I consider that Napoleon the First has done
‘more for France, in causing the French to pro-
| duce their own sugar than in winning all the
hattles which made of him the greatest man of
*Furope. We alsa see with pleasure that a mea-
sure codifying our criminal law is to be submitted
to Parlinment, but as the Bill was already put
before the House last year, and as almost every
member is acquainted with it, there is no necessity
for further remarks. We also see that measures
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