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and as I see the Ministerial benches are their rights and claims should not be lost sight
now pretty well filled. I will do so. Therc of in the anxiety, perhaps not unnatural, not to
is a telegram published in the Montreal interfere with the so-called vested rights of in-
"Gazette," dated London. Ont., which dustries established under a system of tariff legis-

lation that on the whole has been productive ofstates: ten-fold more injury than of benefit to the com-
A new telegraphic order was received by the munity. In a word, the committee think that the

customs-house authorities here, this morning, to tariff should be readjusted, notwithstanding the
continue working under the old tariff. loss Inevitable that must follow from the recur-

rence to a wiser system.
I should like to ask some member of the
Government who is present how that is. Is Will the House note this statement ? That
the Postmaster General aware of it ? is the opinion of the member for Simeoe

The POSTMASTER GENERAL (Mr. Mu- n1i the hon.. meinber for South Huron and

lock). I know nothing about the telegrani, ose olier hon. gentlemen. They go on to

nor do I know as a matter of fact what in- say
structions may have been sent by the Con- This. and this alone, is all that the committee
troller of Customs to his officers ; but speak- can suggest as a means of lowering the price of
ing of the policy of the Government, inter- the coinmodities which the agriculturist has to
preting it in the light of the tariff Intro- buy.
duced, I am quite satisfied no such instrue- The hon. Prime Minister after he was rais-
tions have been sent to any ofilcer in Can- ed to his present high position, speaking in
ada. It is quite inconsistent with our tariff o of pesntigc oition , said :one of the constituencies of Quebec, sald:
policy. We cannot raise the prices of the commodi-

Mr. DAVIN. The only tbing is this, it ties you have to sell, but we can lower the
would be hard ·to find anything inconsist- prices of those things you have to buy.
ent with the tariff policy, because It is con- And lie promised to do so.
sistent only in its inconsistency. I I have here a statement of what the farm-

I should like to show the House what ers of Manitoba and the North-west re-
were the expectations of the people of quire. whicl was laid before the Tarif
this country. In the autumn session of 1896!Commission when they were at Winnipeg.
a committee of this House printed a very! .%r. James Fleming was the spokesman of
important report. On that committee were a very large delegation of farmers. The
the hon. member for Eastern Assiniboia, second resolution they submitted te the Fi-
the hon. member for Simeoe. the hon. mem- nance Minister and the Controller o! Cus-
ber for South Huron, the hon. member for toms reads as follows
West Bruce and the hon. member for
Bellechasse!; and this is what they said: 2. T:at agriculturaimplements, farm machin-Ip ery and ail tools used on the farm, binder twine,

The fall in prices in articles which the farmer fence wire, lumber, nails, and building materlal,
has to buy has not kept pace with what may be coal oh and fruit be free, and that the duty on
described as the slump ln prices in the products sait, cotton and woollen clotbing be materially
of the farm on which the farmer bas to depend reduced.
for his living, nor with the decline ln other parts
of the world, where' legislative and artificial I showed before dinner that there Ie 35 per
means have not been enforced to maintain high cent duty on mmcl of wbat the faner uses.
prices. Nor Is this result to be wondered at, for, 1 showed there is no change whatever in
while the agriculturist-the price of whose pro- the duty on implements. I pointed out that
ducts Is regulated by the price at the port of ex- there was only 1 cent taken off coal oh.
port-is thus brought Into competition with the When I mentioned sait, the bon. member
rest of the world. the classes he has to purchase
from have been protected against foreign compe- for one of the Hurons said-and he must
tition and been thus enabled to maintain their have known that I was speaking of duti-
prices unaffected by that which, after ail is said able sat-that 1 was wrong In saying that
and done, is the ultimate factor In settling values. the bulk o! dutiable sait came frein the

The comm.ttee, therefore, trusts that, while United States. 1 have looked at the report
every regard consistent with the principle of re- o! th
forming the tariff on a revenue basis may be hada epoiniste o Trderof Comrc
to existing industries, commercial and manufac-
turing, yet the mistake of suffering things to re- and 1 find I was quite riglt The great
main as they are, fearful of the consequences bulk o! dutiabie saît comes from the United
that a reform on the lines Indicated may entail States. The third nesolution was as fol-
on estabuishedrIndustries, seould nt be made. lows
I cail the attention of tbe House to this 3.Tath i poetetrf asvym.

iterlaly restncted commerce with Great Britain,
iittee, and 1 thlnk ail the Mon. gentlemen wich Is tbe country welok te above ai others

1 have named sit on the Government s ade for our markets and bas greatly retarded the
o! tbe House. The report continues :settementso! this province.

if isucl a polacy be pursued, It will, as the com- Mr. Fleming referred to a number of duties
mittee thlnks. be at the expense of, and a great that inlilcted great inJustice on the people o!
disa.oTntment to, the aghiculturiaocCanadutp e fa
who, whle desring n unnecessary harm an a en he a t

fel --- U&nce wtv irlmbe, ilsadbidn aeilothen classescorlioilrantsfareteteanreeu, tnatthatuttheadutyain
satcttn.n woleAcohigbemaeial


