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elected from among those who ran for the former Legislature of 
Canada. The Senate would not exercise a wholesome influence on 
public affairs until the provinces obtained power to elect a Senate. 
When this power was obtained, the federal principle would then 
come fairly into play, and a seat in that body would become an 
object of more ambition than at present. The hon. member for 
Victoria (Mr. Ross) had deprecated the introduction of that 
question; but would the hon. gentleman have the House, called so 
late as it had been called, to sit idle waiting for Government 
measures? (Hear, hear.) There could be little doubt that, if Sir John 
saw the opportunity, he would adopt the proposition of the hon. 
member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills), and hold himself up as a saviour 
of the country. (Hear, hear.) 

 Hon. Mr. HOWE said that the second Chamber had always been 
nominated in all the provinces, and he asked whether the Senate 
was not a body of intelligent and hon. men, discharging their duties 
in an efficient and proper manner. No harm had yet resulted, and it 
was certainly unnecessary to have a change. The reason of the 
greater influence of the Commons was that it dealt with all money 
matters. 

 Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said that in the debates on 
Confederation he had strongly supported a nomination principle for 
the Upper Chamber, presuming that every Government would 
endeavour to fill the Upper House with representative men, and he 
believed that such a plan fairly carried out would be the best. The 
experience of the past few years, however, had modified his 
opinions, and whether the time for change had yet come or not, he 
believed a change to be inevitable. Hon. gentlemen opposite could 
not deny that the power of nomination to the Senate had been 
abused, and that their supporters who could not retain their seats in 
the Commons had been placed there, and this was one reason that 
had induced him to modify his opinions. Where such an outrage 
was possible, a remedy must be provided. 

 Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he could not possibly 
allow the remarks of the hon. member to pass without reply. He 
denied the statement, that the Government had in any way acted 
improperly in the matter of appointments to the Senate, and said 
that they had used wise discretion in every appointment from the 
time of the first election till the present moment. There was not a 
single gentleman appointed who was not a credit to the Government 
and to the Chamber. The Senate, as now constituted, was equal to 
the Commons, or to the Senate of the United States in standing and 
intellect, and would compare favorably with any similar body in the 
world. When the hon. gentleman had used such language as that, an 
outrage had been committed; he must have been ignorant of the 
force and value of language, and he challenged the hon. gentleman 
to mention one instance in which there had been any improper 
appointment. 

 With regard to the Provinces of Upper Canada and Lower 
Canada, a full selection was made without reference to political 
principles. In the Province of Upper Canada a fair arrangement was 
made between himself and the Hon. George Brown, then and now, 

the leader of the party of which the hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr. 
Mackenzie) is a member, and although Mr. Brown retired from the 
Government before the selection was made, he (Hon. Sir John A. 
Macdonald) felt that still the arrangement made was obligatory, and 
he asked his hon. friend from Lanark North (Hon. Mr. McDougall) 
and the present Lieutenant Governor of Ontario (W. P. 
Howland)—the representatives of the Reform party in the 
Government of the day—to sit down with him and select the 
twenty-four men for the Senate. He (Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald) 
wrote a name, choosing from his own party, and they selected their 
man, and the consequence was 12 Reformers and 12 Conservatives 
were elected to sit in that Chamber, and no one knew better than his 
hon. friend that it was a fair understanding that the claims of 
members of the Legislative Council of old Canada to seats in the 
Senate should be considered as vacancies might take place, and that 
had been faithfully carried out. 

 Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE: Hear, hear. 

 Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: As vacancies had taken 
place Legislative Councillors had been appointed, with one 
exception. Mr. Walter McCrae, a Reformer, from personal and 
family reasons, desired to get a seat on the Bench. He (Hon. Sir 
John A. Macdonald) was exceedingly anxious to help him, because 
he was a good lawyer, and a good man, and would be a credit to the 
Bench. When he was offered a seat on the Bench he said he was 
exceedingly anxious on his own and family account to take the 
situation, but he was in the difficulty that the remaining member of 
the old Legislative Council, who was at all likely to be selected to 
fill the office, was of the  Conservative stripe, and if he should give 
up his seat it would be said that he had done so in order to allow 
him (Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald) to appoint a Tory, when he 
(Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald) said he would have no objection to 
naming a Reformer, and asked if the Hon. Frank Smith of Toronto, 
would satisfy that category, and no one knew better than his 
honorable friend from Lambton (Hon. Mr. Mackenzie) that the 
Hon. Frank Smith was a Reformer. He was glad to have the 
opportunity of offering that gentleman a seat in the Senate as also of 
paying a compliment to the Irish Catholics of Ontario by placing a 
man of their class in the Senate, and he did not think the hon. 
member for Lambton would say that the appointment had at all 
damaged the dignity, usefulness or standing of that assembly. 

 Mr. JONES (Halifax) said that the appointments to the Senate, 
from the Province of Nova Scotia were created by means which a 
great majority of the people did not agree to, and but one of those 
chosen enjoyed the confidence of the people. He held that the Local 
Legislatures of the Provinces are the best Judges of, and should 
select those who are to represent them in the Upper House. He 
referred to the resolutions of the Maritime Provinces’ Repeal 
Delegation, and the part the now Secretary of State for the 
Provinces took therein. 

 Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS had not intended to address the 
House on this subject, but allusion had been made to him, both by 
the hon. gentleman who proposed the resolution (Mr. Mills) and the 




