
THE THREE PILLARS 

• Ensuring Global 
Security and 
the Security of 
Canadians 

1.1111EIM:S.4111.1111111.1111 

1 

Questions the Dialogue Paper asked: 

• In promoting the security of Canadians, where 

should our priorities lie? Should Canada give a 

higher priority to military combat operations? 

To sectors such as intelligence gathering and 

analysis? Or should we focus on broader security 

measures, such as combatting environmental 

degradation and the spread of infectious 

disease? What should be our distinctive role 

in promoting global security? 

• How does the military best serve Canada's foreign 

policy objectives: through national and continental 

defence; combat missions in support of interna-

tional coalitions; peacekeeping; all of the above? 

• Should Canada do more to address conditions 

giving rise to conflict and insecurity beyond our 

borders? If so, where? 

Toward a Broad Vision of Shared 
Global Security 

Our notion of security must be based on the premise 
that if "the world" is not secure, Canada will not be 
secure. ... We must not define security narrowly, but 

must understand it to mean that there are social  

economic, militari; political and human dimensions. 

— Dialogue pa rt icipant 

The Dialogue has taken place during a period of 

high international tensions, with questions of war 

and peace very much on the minds of Canadians. 

Particularly in town hall meetings, passionate differ-

ences of view emerged over the merits of Canada's 

decision not to join the U.S.-led military coalition in 

the war in Iraq. A clear majority of Dialogue respon-

dents applaud the decision taken, and support 

Canada's efforts to work through the United Nations. 

Many people want Canada to play a leading part in 

ensuring that multilateral institutions, pa rt icularly the 

UN, are fully re-engaged in those post-war tasks of 

"winning the peace"—though some express reser-

vations that such measures should not legitimize a 

reso rt  to "preventive" war in the absence of interna-

tional sanction. Many also want Canada to be more 

engaged in working to solve longer-term obstacles to 

regional stability in the Middle East, pa rticularly the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Although our country has not been a direct target of ter-

rorism on the massive scale of the September 11, 2001 
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