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(Mr. Gonzalez. Chile)

we hope that many other countries will do the same. In this respect the 
Mendoza agreement, in addition to reaffirming the various unilateral _
declarations on the non-possession of chemical weapons, refers to the decision 
to cooperate closely to expedite the conclusion of the convention and to sign 
it simultaneously as original parties, as well as the intention to institute 
appropriate measures to monitor substances defined as precursors of chemical 
warfare agents and the study of mechanisms necessary to ensure compliance with 
the commitment entered into, until such time as the future convention comes 
into force. In a similar area, readiness is expressed to look into systems 
that would help to strengthen the verification machinery under the convention 
on the prohibition of biological and toxin weapons. Finally, the hope is 
expressed that other States of the region will endorse the content of
declaration.

It is clear that in various bodies and forums, Latin America is taking 
maior effective steps forward as regards disarmament problems, arms control

to strengthening true security based on the elimination of conflict scenarios 
and their replacement by the promotion of democracy and human rights in the 
region. In this connection, Chile attaches great importance to regional 
confidence-building measures, and in this respect has noted with interest 
initiative launched by the President of Peru for the holding in Lima next
November of a meeting of the foreign ministers of the member f*

beginning studies and exchanges of views for the purpose 
limiting conventional military arsenals involving
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