From Lenin to Gorbachev

the prospects for a productive East-West dialogue on security issues
have been enhanced by the new perspectives championed by
Gorbachev.

Clearly, it is more difficult to assess Gorbachev’s contribution to
Soviet foreign policy than it is to analyze Stalin’s, Khrushchev’s or
Brezhnev’s. A number of years have passed since these earlier Soviet
leaders departed from the world stage, while the drama initiated by
Gorbachev’s accession to power is still in its first act. Gorbachev is
relatively new to the job, his full political programme has not yet
been revealed, and we do not know how much of his political agenda
he will be able to accomplish. Nonetheless, given the controversies
that exist among foreign observers and the need to establish a sound
foundation for Western policy, it is important to make an interim
assessment of Gorbachev’s approach based upon the evidence that is
presently available to us.

Our analysis attempts to do this through a careful examination of
his call for “new thinking” in international politics. We will proceed
as follows: First, we will look at what authoritative Soviet spokesmen
have actually been saying about East-West relations. We will set out
the record of Soviet pronouncements both at the Twenty-Seventh
Party Congress and in subsequent commentaries. Following this, we
will attempt to arrive at a sound and balanced appraisal of
Gorbachev’s approach through an examination of the arguments of
those who are highly skeptical about the Soviet Union’s new posture
and the counter-arguments of those who are more optimistic.
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