
DIEPENDENT TERRITORIES

Introduction
Dependent territories are of two types: non self-governing territories, andtrust territonies. There are more than 60 .non-self-governing territories, andthey are the subject of a declaration ini Chapter XI (Article 73) of the Charter.

Under this declaration, the member states administering the non-self -governingterritories recognize that the interests of the inhabitants of the territories areparamount and accept "as a sacred trust" the obligation to promote theirwell-being. The administering states also ensure the economic and politicaladvancement of the inhabitants, and guarantee just treatment and protectionagamnst abuses; they pledge to develop self-government and agree to transmittechnical information on economic, social and educational conditions in theterritories to the Secretary-General, "subject to such limitation as security andconstitutional considerations may require". Chapter XI of the Charter did notestablish a special body to deal with this incoming information, but the GeneralAssembly has appointed a Committee on Information from Non-self-governing
Territories which analyzes the information submitted and makes suggestionsfor improvements. Article 73 (e) of the Charter's Chapter XI which definesthe obligation to transmit this information to the Secretary-General, does notmention any requirement to submit information on "political conditions" inthe non-self-governing territories.
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