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arn sure 1 have -alwayï thouglit
ef Christmas time, when it has
ceaie round-apart frem the
veneration due to its sacred
name and enigin, if anything bie-
lenging te it eau bie apart frein
that-as a good tinie; a kind,
f ergiving, charitable, pleasant
time; the only time 1 know of,
in the long calendar of the

year, when men and women seea b3 one con-
sent Vo open their shut-iup lisants freely, andc
te thlnk of people below thera as if tliey real-
]y were fellow-passengers te the grave, and
net -another race of ereatures bound on other
jourusys. And thons! ore, thougli it lias
neyer put a sorap of gold or silver in my
pocket, 1 belleve thuat it lias dene me good,

beautifully. Vie pudding turned out to bc a
great succem, netwithstanding Mrs. Cratchit's
doubts as to the quantity of flour; everyone
bad enough, and wheu Bob proposed the toa-q
'A rnerry Christmnas to us ail, rny dear,31 God
bless us,' it was echoed by the whole famrnùy,
even Tiny Tim.

Gan we not ail see, in imagination or in
mnemory, hQw as it was getting dark and

Sn ow ing pretty heavily, 'along the streets the
brightniess of the roaring fires in kitchenis, par-
lors, and ail sorts of rooms, was wonderful.
Uere, the flickering of the blaze showed pre-
paratienes for a oosyr dinner. with hot plates
baking through and through bef<"ve the ire,
and deep red curtains, ready to bye drawn te

ing been sliown the truc 'value of tld
awakens deterinined. te honor Ohristmai
hds heart, and try te l<eep it all the yfflr
is checked in bils tmrsports by the aIiui,
ringing out the lustiest peals le hia,'
heeard. lt was Christmass rnornig. No
ne inist. Olear, brigbtft, jovial, stirring, c
cold, piping for the bleod to dance te; go
suniglit; lieavcnly skies; blls ringing g
ously, and preflerntly people pourig into
streets witli zany 'A Merry Cliristmai
y.ou!'

'A Merry CJhristmas bo yen 1' One need
bce afraid of saying- the time-lieuored
phrase- tee often, se long as it îs lieartily
and heartily meant. And let us not res
il our greetings and nets of geod wlll fer
own cirele, but exfend tliem te the
Gratchits, and the Tlny Tims, and even
Scroeges as we axeet them. Te know ho,
keep Christmxas well is a great knowledq
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