THE 'VARSITY:

A WEEKLY REVIEW OF

»EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY POLITICS AND EVENTS.

Vol. V.

TORONTO, December 8, 1884.

No. 7.

Fditorial Notes.

arﬁlhlfelS]gakespermn recitals given in Convocation Hall by Mr
entiry Imndmm were a genuine treat. The recitation of the
memorp-a{; of Hamlet was an almost unprecedented feat of
acters );!; t%t the correet pourtrayal of each of the various char-
performer Me play showed the unmistakable genius of the
vocation I Hr. Brandram, despite the great unsuitability of Con-
ere is 1 all, drew large and delighted audiences to hear him.
is recitalo necessity to bespeak for him a large attendance at
Y Wish h.S in Shaftesbury Hall next week ; but we very cordial-
: Im a pleasant and profitable engagement.

geg;ef:ﬁmi to be the rule now-a-days for papers and periodicals
Wouldy 0 exert themselves unusually about Christmas-tide.
Were to bnezer do if a high-class journal guch as Tue 'Varsrry
the holig e behind its contemporaries in attractiveness during
ought gy season. .Therefore, .by general consent, it has been

9 " Desuable to issue a Christmast number on or about the
pages ?cember.' The proposed issue will probably contain
state 0t p_urely literary matter—prose and verse. We might
of 1883 aAl it will b‘ear no resenqblance to its predecessor
Variety ‘oft l. the articles will be gigned, and will deal with a
mas, bt oples, not necessa.rlly dealing with winter or Christ-
A850rane, none th_e less suitable for the season. We have
o ’VARSIS of assistance .from.seve‘ml of those who have laid
0 give » TY under obligations in the past, and hope to be able
0 under pafitlal table of c'ontents in our next issue. We appeal
soliciteq gfra uates especially for support. Contributions are
ibera) o rom them, and we doubt not they will respond in a
anner. All MS. intended for insertion in the Christ-

Masg
mont}?}lmber must be sent in on or before the 18th of that

Severa,l
fected )
mitigop
Sociatio
Interggt

e_of the County Associations of Convocation have per-
Ir organization for this year, and held satisfactory
ny vIvnheetmgs. The lgst hez_;rd from is the Middlesex As-
in Uosge mgmbers, in addition to showing an unusual
ucing thie mv?rsﬂ;y matters, announce the intention of intro-
enthugiggn a)‘zem a new means of arousing and maintaining
or °0-Operatimong themselves, and of affording an opportunity
Countior g thonpmtl} the graduates of some of the other western
Biven in o ltla rovince. This new feature,—a dinner, to be
¢ productioy afl'y by the Middlesex graduates,—cannot fail to
abtain the imo (vigmluable_results. Not only will it doubtless
U it is, g wetﬁe late object sought, which is avowedly local,
Social gathepine certain to be but the first of a series of local
€Xporionce, of thgs throughout the Province; for the practical
© stirring.u oef past four years has shown little difficulty in
A5, and by a.pd our graduates to a proper and genuine enthusi-
88 membery of éle 8ense of their privileges and responsibilities
in pre dicting for(:ﬂvoca.tlon. Feeling this, we have confidence
% marked suoy enew departure of the Middlesex Association
Dervaded the my ei_ﬂ- If the unanimity which seems to have
eeling which decided on its adoption was genuine,

at success ig assured

We are assured by Mr. J. F. Thomson that it was no part of
his intention to show the slightest discourtesy to the students
and professors of University College in connection with the
recent entertainments in Convocation Hall. The whole difficulty
appears to have been dueto an unfortunate misapprehension on
the part of Mr. Thomson and his ushers. They state that they
supposed that professors and students when they attended
meetings of any kind in Convocation Hall always appeared in
academical costumes. We are informed, moreover, that those
students who were known personally by Mr. Thomson’s as such,
and also those who wore gowns, were granted the freedom of the
hall. Itis, however,very much to be regretted that some other plan
of distinguishing professors and students from the general publie
was not adopted. It would have been an easy matter to have
stationed someone at the door who could have recognized them,
and the exceedingly disagrecable experience to which some of
them were subjected on account of this neglect would have been
avoided. The supposition, too, that persons not wearing gowns
and yet presenting professors and students’ tickets were prima
facie not students or professors, was unwarrantable.

In view of the extreme party spirit which is now, unfortunate-
ly, so rampant in the Literary Society, it is questionable whether
its members should be entrusted with the serious duty of select-
ing those who are to represent the society at its public meetings.
It is a debatable point whether or mnot the General Committee
should be charged with the duty of selection. It is plain that
gome other way of appointing the Reader, Essayist, and Speak-
ers must be substituted for the present mode of election by ballot.
One point we wish to insist on most strongly, and it is this: It
is not right to place the reputation and dignity of the Literary
Society in the hands of those who have never given evidence
of training or ability ; or who have never even taken the oppor-
tunity of showing their ability as Readers, Essayists, or Speak-
ers at the regular meetings of the society. Now, we do not 8ay
that gentlemen who have never thus come before the society
aro therefore lacking in elocutionary, literary, or forensioc power.
Far from it. DBut we cannot help thinking that it is highly pre-
sumptive cvidence of a want of perception on the part of the
Geneial Committee, that the aforementioned members have
never been asked to assist at ordinary meetings of the society.
The general point we wish to emphasize is this: That 1t 18
not desirable to entrust the hiterary reputation of the society to
untried men. There are too many influences at work under-
mining the usefulness and dignity of the society. Why add

another probable one?

prevail in some quarters that Tre
'Varsrry is not independent but the organ of & particular party.
A statement to this effect was industriously circulated 1n p_rmt
a short time ago by a certain interested individual. The precious

publication which contained the implication may be seen by the
curious in our sanctum, where we have

hung it up in terrorem a8
the wily agriculturist is wont to do with the predacious crow,
devourer of the furrowed corn.

Meanwhile we assure our read-
ers that there is no truth whatever in the report. THE VaBsITY
knows no party. Itis the endeavor of its managers

The impression seems-to

to make it



