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A PARSON'S PONDERINGS.

('<NCEuiNINu THiE wNISE î î-EN 'ROM 'r T EII .

T HIE Festival of the Epipbany memoriali.zes an incident
which is elated by oniy anc Evangeliat, adby i

lu few 'varda. I"Tbere carne wise men firor the East ta
Jerusaiem " in searcbi of the Christ-cbiid. But, brief as

the story is, it bas ever captivated the heart of Christen-
dom for it recorded the irst manifestation of Christ ta

the entiesit indicated the Catholicity of lis kingdom,
it farsebadowed the righty influence wbicb the Christ-
cbild was tei wield over ail the hurnan race.

It la no wonder that this event, sa briefly sketcbed by
the Evangelist, should have becorne a suject of curiaus
tbough devout speculation lu the eariy cburcb. Il Who
wercn these magi?' Whence did they corne ? How many
wcro there ï \Vbat were their names, and ranika ?" And
it is no wandem that Chritian Imagination and Christian
Art and Christian Paetry should have cndeavourod ta
suppiy an answer ta the cager questionings of the Chris-
tiani 1-eart, and that their answer took the shape it did.
These magi were three lu number, as their gif ta-" gold aud'
frankincense and rnyrrb "-indîcated. Tbey were kinga;
for bad nat the prophet said "Gentiies s9hah came ta tby
light, and kinga ta t le brigh tness of tby ising "'1t 'hey
were representatives of ail nations, for- the Psalmisit sang
"The Kings of Tarshish and of the iles saai brirtg

puosents, the Kings of Sheba and Seba shahl offer gifts."
And searat ast the pretty egend was evoived. There

würe three kinga of Orient, one wag faim, a descendant of
Japhtit; anc was alive-brown, of the race of Shein ; and
onc black, a son of Hamn. One was ycung, anie iddie-
aged, aud anc aid. Nay, we even know their narines:
Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. Have net the thi-estars
of Orion's belt been namod after thîcm 't

And now this ailegorical legeud, whicb nat long ugo
was by rnany Protestants (lecied as Il supersïtitions " andl
Iunwarranted by Scipttie " is taking hold of ril C bris-

tian rinds as if it weme hîstory, tbank.s ta the' romance of
IlBen Hlum," wbich lias ba<l its iegion8 of readera. Aud
wo are stilI furtber fainiiiarized witli it by tire Spectacular
Ilepresentatian wbicb was lateiy denounced by the divines
of Hamiliton, aud yet witnessed by crowded bouses there
and el8ewhere. And here 1Inuust nuake a confes4sion. 1
myseif have witnesscd tlîat Spectacle. " Spectacle " la tbc
onily appropriate niane for it. Draina it la net; for there
la no speaking. It cannat he calied a seies of T Jableaux
vivants ; for iiauy of the scenes were altogetheur o

vivants "-especially the dances. It would be au indig.
uity ta cail it a Pantoniinie ; so Il Spectacle. " let it be. 1
say 1 witncsscd tii't spectacle, not lu 1-amilîton, but-tic
iiatter wbcrc. And i nîay add, 1 waa not the only parson
preset-by a good iany. 1. was disappointed, however.
Net but that it was gorgeous, beyond al expectation.
But 1 wcnt tiiere (aud 1 arn sure iuy brother parsons ail did
tao) thinking 1 should sec tableaux whicli would elueidate
passages of Scripturc mare accuately titan rnast of thc
picturea lu aur illuutated Bibles. But, ahirnite !iistead af
eu ggesting Scripture texta, those sc,'uos fuir ateit iccalleul
ta iny nind lunes oaI Horuice, sncb as --

Jauuu Cytherea choru-u ducit venu4 iînhiente Luîà,
,IJtiuctoe(uluS Nynuirillii tia' deceutes, etc., (ode L,.1.)

and aain-
1 uîu1t quos cirriculo pu>lverenîu; ( l)lîicluîuu
Cullegi-ae juvat, etc., (1., 1.)

as [ gaz-d an those bewitciîing marches aud dauces of those
lovciy nyînpbs, pu-etessea, and wbat not, And then tire
Chariot race!

Terrarun domlinos evehit ad Deos!
Ta ho sure, after anc af those fascinating or spirit-

atiring scenes, the mind of the spectata:' would ho sobored
by a vision of IlLepera on a Judean Highway," or saune-
thing of that kiud. But, 1 fear, tbe moral effect on tire
average youtb, as ho ooaked an that picture and on thia,
wouid nat ho as evangelical as the author prabably
ixtended.

Howevcr, that spectacle apeued witb "lThe Meeting of
the Tbree Magi." Sa, naw that. Romance and Art havo
reproduced se graphicaily the ancieut legend (sucb la the
perversity of human nature), it 18 likely ta ho hcnceforth
couidered by the multitude as a matter of hiatory. Wo
niustt, hawevcr, bear in mind that these intereatiug legends
were worked out by the Christian Imagination of the
Middle Ages, by those wha knew nathiug whatever of the
waya of the East. To threur Orientai Literature was a
blank. But, as the revival of classical ieamning at the
time of the Reformation cauqod much mental readjuat-
ruent, 50 the introduction (we cannot say the revival) af
Oriental Liteature binteoaur modemn seata af earning ha
made us rcadjust aur ideas of the Eastern world. Wbat
did aur fathers know of the Zuud-avesta or of the Rig-
Vedas, or ail those other mysteriaus volumes 't Men of
the new culture, bowever, are supposed ta kuow ail about
theni-like the modemn Major-Genemai of the "Pirates af
Penzance." lu ohden times a parson right bave become a
D.D. althougbholi weme lu blis'ful ignorance of the IRig-
Vedas and the Zeud-aveuta and ail the reat af tbem. Net
se naw, thanka ta the labours of Professora Max Mülîler,
Manier Williams, Sayce and others. Every aspirant for
honours lu divinity muet now know sometbiug at least af
te teachings of these Eastern sages, and be able ta ferai

Fianie theory as ta wbether or flot those teachinga influ-
briced the Jews during the exile, or at any other peiod.
ý0 it strikes nie that we moderns, tao, rnay give tbe reins

aO ur imagination iii filling up the outine giveti by Scrip-

ture as to these Ilwise men of the East "; and 1 think we
can make an MIl, probably more true to facts, and quite
as edifying as the mediowval legend of the IlThree Kîngs
of Orient."> SoaIarn going to try:

There were three wise men of the East (to be sure
there were many more;- but I arn going to stick to the
orthodox nurnber ; and there were three prerninently
wise men). They flourif.,hed long before the birth of the
Christ-child, aind their influence even to-day is incalcul-
able. Wise men they were, and kings they were-for
what earthly potentate that ever lived exercised such
power over the minds and souis of mien as thase three

weddmillenniums ago, and stili wield, tbough so longý
dead? These three were: Confucius, the wise man of
China, who flourished about 500 years B.C. ; Ziroaster,
the wise man of Persia, who flourished about 600 years
B.C. ; Buddha, the wise man of India, who flourished
about 1000 years B.C. (I keep to tbe oidfashioned speli-
ing of the naines of these worthies, for rea]ly there are so
miany new ways that 1 amrn ot altogether certain which is
the very latest style ; and the chances are that before long
somebody eIsc wiii take out an orthographical patent for
a stili newer mode.) Of these three-

1. Confucius was the father of Agnosticism, Positiv-
ism and Secularism ; for though he was a great ritualist
and performced bis rites mnost punctiiiously, yet his reli-
giaus opinions were very hazy, and IlOne world fit a time"
was bis inotta.

2. Zoroaster was the apostle of Dualism. Ris system
was a connecting link bet ween Poiytheisrn and Monothe-
ism. He propounded the doctrine of two gods-one, good
and one bad-perpetually fighting each other, with a fore-
cast that ultirnately the good god wouid prevail. We may
think that this doctrine bas no counterpart amaongst us of
the enlightened West; but is it soa? I fear too iiuany
Christians degrade their religion into a sort of (lualisrn
they talk and thiuk of the Evil Onîe as if bis power were
almost equal to that of the Most High. Indeed, 1 fancy
that a good part of Miiton's -1Paradise Lost,>' if we oniy
changed the naine of Satan into that of Ahrimuan, wouid
he accepted as fairly orthodox by the piou.4 Parsee.

3. Buddha wvas the father of Pantheisiin, of whoin it
seeins to tue Spinoza and other mioderns are but feeble
iiiitatars.

These three wise inen of the East wei-e ail dead ceutu-
ries before the birth of IlThe Light of the World." But
though dead tbey yet speak, and cauntless millions hear
and obey. Tbey were, in a seuse, Il Liglits of Asia
not tht higlbt, but miay we not say barbingers of that
Ligit ? Their. writings are full of lofty thoughts, righteous
ethies, noble aspirations. They were not idolaters, they
did nat in their biindness "' bow down to wood and stotitc."
'They were, each in his own way, "seekers after (lad, if
baply they înight feel after Him and find Ilir." "And
the timies of this9 ignorance God winked at " (condoned),
says St. Paul (Acts xvii. 20)-even the God "lwho in
tiînes past sulkored ail nations to walk in their own ways."

-(Acts xv. 16.) By the way, what large-hearted ness,
what allowance for unavoidable ignorance, what tender-
nes.a St. Paul showed when lie preachped ta the heathen!
Nay, inay we not go further and say that ail the noble
aspirations, ail the rigliteous ethica, ail the lofty idéais of
these wise men of the East caume froîn RH lfron whorn
ail boly désires, ail good counisels and ail just works do
proceed "'i The God of Abrahami, Isaac and Jacob, who
only partially enlighténed thase patriarchs, reserving the
full light for us in these iast days, is the I"God of the
.pirits of ail ileiih."

Suppose, then, we imagine that these Ilwise men that
carne froîn the East to Jérusaemn" were the representa-
tives, or hierophants, or delegates of these three systeis-
the Secularist, the Dualist, tbe Pantheiat-seeking more
light, and drawn by the guidance of heaven to the manger
of Bethleher-the Ligbts of Asia wending their way to
the Light of the Wor]d 'ï The Mongolian asking, Is
there another life l)eyond the grave 1 " to iearn from Him,
I arn the Resurrection and the Life "; the Iranian ask-

ing, IlShahl Evil ho overcome at last by Good, and if Ho
how 1 " to hc taught, Il For this purpose waî, the Son of
God muanifested that [le mighft destroy the works of thë
Devii "; the Hindoo asking," Where shalh rest be found "
to hear the words, IlCome unto Me and I1 wiil give yoiî
resit 1 " So the Epiphany becones a piedge and seal of
tbat future tume when the Incarnate, the Crucilled, the
Risen Lord wiil fulil [lis word, 111 will draw ail men
unto Me."

Il5S runs my drearn "-but, ailas! in these days we
behold a strange phenornenon. We see quondain disciples
of the Christ deserting Him, and going for igbt to the
wise mon of the East! We see ex-Christians beeoming
occuit philosophera, Theosaphiats, Buddhists! la this the'
irony of history? la this a rude awakening froui our
drgam '? Surely not. Let us take beart and eniarge our
field of vision. Let us view the wbole battle-ground and
not gauge the issue by the ls of a pickot bere and there.
Let us not miatake the course of an eddy for the flow a-id
trend of the great river of Christian history. For the
day is fast coming-and there are plenty of indications
tbereof-when ail Asia, which bas sat so long under the
partial igbt of theso wise men of the East, shall respond
to the summons, IlArise! ainie! for tby Ligbt is come

Aimonte, Ont. GÉo. J. Low.

ExîOineiCEs create the necessary abiiity to meet and ta
conquer thew. - WVendell Phtillip8.

LE PFEU SACRE.

O0 munvr of life ! O thougbt of a moînci t,
Blending together ail [topes and f(,ars

S tar of the nigbt-time, hope of the uay-
Wilt tbou but end in sorrow and tear4

[t is but once in the chaos of life
One feels a spark of the golden ray -

1 t is but once that the soul illumnined
Passes froni nigbt-tirne into the day.

It is but once that the rose in beauty
Is fairest of ail 'neathi summer sky

tts baves soon wither, its lustre fadeli,
Bcauty and Passion live but to die!

And e'en ln the miidst of drcants of ire,
WVilder and fiercer titan nen may knw,

Foster cbild of genius immnortal,
Thou yieldest to the pitiless foe.

i t is but once, in the hour of trittnapli
'lhat inocks the gasp of the short'ninig Iratli

'is only once-and alas, my lost cite,
Thobn hast it butlu the ais of l)eatb

J oiN A. T. [,ioyi)

THIV RAMBLER.

SPROPOS of Paderewski, tie Aiiricari musical cri(ih,-
f ias heen "I at it again." Oh! thait there were noi

such thing as the divine art, nor ane critic lu the whole
length and breadthi of the Republic !. More hystericitl,
pueite, absurd writing it is impossible ta conceive of. T'he
adjective Il feniinine," which, as we ail know, is sauueinies
used to desigYnate hypembolical expressions and a geial
ruiining riot of gush, is nowhiere lu it. C. L. C(¾penii i
aL special to the Boston JPosi says :

''Irue, i t was a perfomm .iiic ,3aill Paoatleiq swy ' (<te
eloying to have been eoberiy pnonouncecd au /a t y 4et-ioui4
artista, but even tbey lu geueraus nuinbrs, evide~ntly
recagnizîng soinethitig ininitely iîigbem than teclinical iaw,
were accut appludiiig jus.t as tliougbi it were a ir
fomînance of the utost schoiastic description. Naw Pad
ercw8ki la not a scholamtic, interpreter. lit titis res8ptec
eitlier our own Baeriimaun, Faeitou or Bumsamîi inighît weil
bear tie relation ta [tin of instructors or prafassars,. On
the other liandit(]hiler ane of tiiemu wouid probiably lue fore-
inoHt inudiiring bis genlua, for lie ibu <eu.tttilq iy apiavli)
siniger as seidoin muia/as yet auuutq ut the' pial/w.'

It la probable of course that tbe writer of tItis curioni
Engiish may be a foreigner, îîat yet tborougbly naturalizeul.
Flore we have hlm again ini a stili choicer paragraph :-

IPaderewski's fortissimnos it is true are ocoisiorially
sornewbat barsh and bawdi8b. On the other baud, sticb
perfectly clear, limpid, far reacbing andi etiiereai pianis-
siili ere prabably never heard ini a Boston inusi< hatll
as on Saturday evening, not even front 'labr.Ait
inexplicable feature of hics Htccess, too, is that bis vin ua
sic resources are on such intirnate terma8 with bis will.
Yes, bis peariy, drop-like whisperiug touch oftou respauds
with ethereai el'tcct ta the delicately fine and artistic feel-
ing of the singing artist that lie unqu-'stiona1uly i,

Mr. or Madame Capon evidontly believes in (lis'ov-
oring ta the worid wlat he (or site) knows. Allusions ta
Joab Billings, James Russell Loweli, and the Ilhypercmitical
Heraclitus of aid " jostie each other ini titis new forai of
critical writing. And who can say wlîat those sentences
moan 't-tbey are beyond me.

"Not ta be too paadoxicai the fauît of the Paderewski
of the first occasion seemcd witb just sncb individualisîti
for Bach, Beethoven. and Srburnaun as was then bath
superflaous and inartistic, but that for Paderewski, the
composer, and Chopin and LiLszt on Saturday eveuing wa8
superbiy meritariaus......

IlQuite ta the reverse, there will abundanthy bo faund
lu the work that was performod ai) Saturday evening just
such art-contents, as in the proper adjustinent of the higb
and the iow, the long and the short toues of ntusic iH a
charnîing masterpiece."

In another place we are informed that Paderewski la
an Ilandrogynal pianist," that ho bas II a feline step and
bearing" and that bis Il iery temperamient seema ta have
been poured into a frail body as a dangeraus liquid into a
Venetian glass." This affender la Mr. Philip Hale, and 1
pity hlm when thec Musical Times reads bis notices.

Brainy artist l8ataiother choice epithet. It mnakes me
"go crinkle aIl up and down iny back " as cbildren say.

Wby brainy t Why nat tboughtful, or intellectual or pro-
found or anytbing elsethat is an existingand accepted word.
1 abject, tao, very nîucb ta the use of that word briglit as
applied ta men and wamen. We apply it ta cbiidren,
distinguishing between a brighit cbild and an idiotic
chiid, or at ieast, something of that kind. But papersi like
the Boston Home J/ournal et hoc genus omnne gfive us Il Mm.
So-and-So, one of aur uery buigtest mcen, and Dr. Mary
Something-or-Otlter, aur brigb test feiuialo physician, etc.,
etc."

1 must not encroach, I know, upon the musical columun,
but there appears ta be a great deai of lîtterest lu that
direc-tiu jutt tiW. The uewest departure i8 at the


