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by the Portuguese, and is therofore a closod port to free
trade and free travel. The question, however, of obtaining
easy access tý the Zambesi-Shire route to Central Af rica
is s0 absolutely important that it will soon be solved, witb
or without the help of a power that bas forfeited its dlaim
of priority through its utter incapacity and shiftlessness.
The fate of African progress cannot be sealed by an effete
power that noîuinally professes to be able to close tlhe-
natural entrance gate.

To the nortb of the Zambesi lies Mozambique territory,
whicb bas belonged to Portugal more or less-and princi-
paily iss-since 1497. But as on the Westrn-so on
the Eastern-coast of Africa tbe Portuguese bave offected
nothing for good. Tbey bave levied taxes on trade, tbey
bave couperated with the Arab slave dealers, and tbey bave
made themselvos thoroughly bated by the natives;- their
official system is debased and rotten to the dore ; tbeir
missionary efforts bave proved failures, and their civilizing
influences bave nover been foît. In point of fact, after
claiming the major part of coast and iniand country f rom
Zanzibar to Zululand for several centuries, tbey really
bold a few isolated trading stations for the benefit of cer-
tain plundering olficials. Wbat Portugal bas not done in
the many de-cades during wbich she has possessed the
country, bas been actually accomplished on a small s cale
by independent Britishers. The Nyassa Lake districts
wero altogether unknown to the world until Dr. Living-
stone proclaimed their discovery. Sinco that timo the
Scotch and English have succeedod in planting missionary
and trading settlements in the intorior. The African
Lakes Company and the British East Af rican Association
bave beon principally active in this work. The Ohurcb of
Scotland bas dono great things also, and such settlemnts
as Livingstonia, Blantyro and Bandawe testify that witb
real e rnestness of purpose and dotermined enorgy the
British bave beon able to accomplisb in less than a score
of years more real good in East Central Africa than the
Portuguese have ever dono. The other day the Portu-
guese claimed Blantyre, an independent colony of Scotch-
mon founded in 1876, and it is higb time that England
awoke to the serions necessity of settling the recurring
question of Portugueso dlaims. Blantyre and the other
Nyassa Settlements are growing and prospering. The
settlers bave turned the wilderness of wild waste to good
account, and already wheat, coffee, sugar, potatoes and
other food products are raised. The natives are being
taught by example that bonest productive labour is far
nobler than idleness and war. Christianity hand in band
witb peaceful labour bias had wonderful effects on the
hoathen, and already slavery, witchcraft. and tribe feuds
are being driven away before the smoke of the settlers'
homos and the belis of the mission cburch. This work lias
heen donc by privato persons, withouf-, the aid of Governi-
ment money or protection. It was an independent
attempt to realize the teachings of the great Livingstone
an effort to provo that bis life and life-long appeal to bis
tollow-countrynien were not thrown away. The resuit so
far bas beon successful ; the germ of East African civiliza-
ion has boon implanted, and, if this policy of peaceful

labour and Christian oxample be pursued, the growth of
that civilization will rapidly spread. Portugal foresees
this, and is endeavouring by claiming the land to reprea
an influence that will ho fatal, and proporly fatal, to, ber
own life in East Africa. As a matter of honour England
is bound to provent Blantyre falling into the hands of a
robber ; in tbe interesta of Oristianity and civilization
England is bound to preverit the natives, wbo wisb to
excbange war for peace,,slavery for froodoni and beatbenism
for the true religion of Jesus Christ, from falling into the
hands of mon who bave hlped the slavo-trade, fostered
tribe warfare and provented the spread of the (Cospel.
The duty of England is cIear and unmistakahle, and every
mnan who is interested in the British stations in East
Af rica, wbetber by actual possession or ad miring sympatby,
expects England this day will do lier duty.

Another factor in East Africa is tho German East
African Association wbich, in 1886, took possession of
about 600,000 square miles of torritory by a treaty effected
witb the Sultan of Zanzibar,' whe modestly retained some
fifteen miles of coat land as a pillow for bis crown.

Regarding the competing forces in East and West
African colonization, the Portuguese are not likely to
increaso their influence, or to oxtend their territory. A
country that bas failed for 400 years to carry out anything
l)ut slaves, ivory, and a morit sordid policy, and which bas
nover exercisied a good influence over the natives is not
likoly to succeed against more active and spirite4l nations.

The Gormans, in spite of rapid and pretenti ous move-
monts and the acquisition of certain valuable coast-points
and vast territories are not likely to long romain a per-
nianent power in Africa. Althougb, possessing adminis-
trative and executive ability, to which iL would ho,
impertinent to compare the officiaI slotb and dîsease
of the Portugue; German colonization is distinctly an
effort of the home government to prevent the bass of
Germans to the Empire and to increase the foreign trade
of -Germany. It is artificial, and therefore likely to fail
in arriving at either result. The German colonist would
atili ho amenable to all the laws of the Empire, and the
odions military systomn would certainly follow any Bis-
marckian policy. In America the German citizen is
more free than in the Fatberland, and can more easily
make a livelibood. The chances of bis making mxore than
a livelibood are also much greater. Socialism is more at
borne in Chicago, at least tbeoretically, than in Berlin or
Somai-land. It is not likely, therefore, the German
omigrant will select the imperial colonies in Africa in
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proference to a land wbere the Kaiser's master bas no
autbority. Moreover, the German method of colonization
is semi-military and semi-bureaucratic. The type and
iLs results were seen in the Samnoan fiasco ; it is reproduced
in East and West Africa. This kind of colonization is
not likely Lu produce good results, eitber from a point of
commerce or of civilization. The German East African
Company, with its 600,000 square miles, bas had to ho
subsi(lizod by the Government ; at present iL csnnot pay
iLs current expenses. It is a matter of speculation wbetber
Germany will continue to pay for working unremunerative
colonies, to wbicb Germans will not go. The total trade
of Germany witb Africa i8 about one-baîf per cent. of its
entire foroigu commerce. In case of trouble witb the
natives on a large scale (itlibas already been developed in
soveral minor degrees), the German armay could not spare
troops from Europe, and the experiment of organizing
native troops is not likely to flnd favour among the desired
rocruits. Nevertheless, Krupp guns and the most modern
breecbloaders are being sent in large quantities from the
Fatherland, and the military character of the modern
German Empire is being, grafted on the colonies. Experi-
once, bowever, bas proved that it is dangorous to trust
woapons that may explode in the hands of those wbo may
direct tbom against you. German colonization bas started
witb startling rapidity, and is hiable and likely to end in
as sndden a mannor.

0f the aptitude of the British for dolofizing it would
bo idle to speak at lengtb at this day. If figures and facto;
are good witnesses the possession of some 9,000,000 square
miles, with a population of over 316,000,000, testify that
success follows the footsteps of the Colt and Anglo-Saxon
wben they are tnmned abroad. There is every roason to
believe that the British would ho as successful in Central
Africa as elsewhere, and it is to ho hoped that the British
Government will aflord at least protection to thoso of ber
cbildren wbo nîay soek a home in the Dark Continent. It
wonld ho better perbaps for Africa if the British Govern-
nient did more. SAREI'TA.

11ont real.

ODE' TO MEN LOMOND.

BEN Lo)IOND, once more
I bave sought Scotias sbore,

Through the track of the desolate soia,
(Before 1 pass on
To thie awful unknown)

'lo take my hast farewell of tliee
With a heart running o'er
1 beliold thee once more

Stand forth in thy garments of b!ue;
Unchanged tbourt by time,
Every feature sublime

That se well in my boylîood 1 know.

Ovor land, over sea,
Thou hast haunted me-

Yea, bung o'er my head like a spol;
\Vben I heard somte old air
Lo ! bebold, thou wert there,

0f the haunts of my boybood to tell;
The sunlight and air
Of life's inorning woro therýe,

And the tale and the hallad that tbrills --
Once more o'er the main,
A youngy rover againl

Mid the glory that dWells in the bis.

Yes, back thon didst bring
Ail the joy of life's springy

1 breatbed in youtb's passionate air!
Inbaled the perfume
Of tho bud and the bloom,

And knew naugbt of sorrow and care.
Oh, joy of aIl joy !
When a happy schQolbOY

Aloft on Lby bosom to climh,
Among the fresb bloom
0f the ricli golden hroom,

The wild myrtle, heather and thyme.

At morn bow I'd sliout
When 1 saw thee start ont

0f the great, rolling, vaponring sea;
Thy head in the bine,
Wbile the pumple dawn threw

Sncb garments of glory round tlîe
Well-remembeýred that dawn
As I gazed from the lawn,

Sncb purpies thy bosomn bung o'tr!
The deligbt of my heart
To sucb rapture did start

Tlîat a song Ieapt to life from its core.

Then, in gloaming, how weird
Unto me you appeared

ln thy mystical mantle of grey
Wbile the moon, witb ber train,
Througb the magie domain

Came fortb their mute bornage t 0 pay;
And how thou did'st shoutý
Wbon the tempeets were out,

And the ligbtnings around thee did loapl
I still hear tby voico
Witb the thundors rejoice,

While around tbee tbeir revoIls they keep.
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Thon, as witb a sbock,
In my spirit awoke

Great thoughts that iay there ail asieep-
In a moment of time
Inner regions sublime

Athwart my roused vision did sweep;
And how thou did'st draw
Admiration and awe

As a garment my spirit around,
Till 1 feit we are bore
Jn a magical sphere,

Floating, mist-like, above the profound.

The green earth supernal
With beauty is vernal ;

Encompassed with glory are we!
Tho' strangers in time,
Our wbole bing's sublime,

And awful as death and the sea--
Yea, in travail through tinie,
AlJ've feit of sublime

[n the firmament, earth or the sea,
Ev'ry colour and sound,
Ev'ry heart-ioap and bound

Were somehow related to thee.
Aiarantlé. ALEXANDER MoLACUILAN.

COR ISPONDENCE.

DRI. RYFRSON AND OUR SCIHOOL SYSTEN.

To ilhe Editor o/ Tnx WEEK:

SIR,-In THE XVEEK of the 3Ist uit., you mention "a
number of minor oducational evils"» vb icb have grow n Up
f rom the samo root, viz., 1' the transfer of public educa-
tion into the arena of party polities," and you very pro-
perly observe that the unveiling of the Ryerson Monument
",offers a fit and tempting occasion" for comparing the
educational system -of the Province as it is now adminis-
tered with the saine system undor the administration of
Dr. Ryerson.

1 hope that a nuitber of the leading oducationai author-
ities will embraco the occasion to di8cuss these evils and
come to an agreement in rogard to the remedies that ouglit
to be applied. We seem at present fast approaching a
time when the ukase of the Minister of Education wiIi
have aIl the force of an Act of Parliament, when every
changing whim of bis fickie mid Imust bo at once obeyvil
by the thousands of trustees andt teachers who are piac<.d
under his autocratic power. Sonietiines the venE rall
Doctor was accused of exercising despotic autbority ; but
let it be carefuily remembered that ho always bad behind
him a ropresontative Council of Public Instruction, who.,i
sanction was necessary to ail radical moasuires. Thièi
Council becamne towards the close of its history a thoroughiy
represontativo body, and initiated a number of the hett
reforma ever introduced into our system. Lot it also be
kept in mind that Dr. Ryerson was the lifelong friend of
the teachers, and with ail his faults and failings, nover
deserted thoir interests on a single occasion. Ho laboured
througb sunshine and stortn to elevate the status of teacb-
ers and to educato public opinion out of the European and
into the American conception of the dignity and importance
of the teacher's work for the nation. Ho nover ceased to
his latest hours to agitato for the most ample provision for
tho training of teachers on a gonerous scale, and bo estab-
lisbed a superannuation fund for worn-out moembers of the
profession which is stili doing a work of phiianthropy,
notwithstanditig the ruthiess hands that have sinco been
laid upon it. He establisbed and for many yoars odited
an eduçational journal wbich roacbed the remotest log
schoolhouse in the Province, and spread his own contagious
onthusiasm. Ho built up a Normal Schooi systenm that
commanded the respect of the country in its time, îeiug
tho resuit of bis own careful study Of tho systems of Prus-
asa and New Engiand, and ho laid plans for the extension
and improvement of that System commonsurate with the
growing woalth and importance of Ontario. Hie faithfuliy
collected and roflected the best light thon obtainable on
metbods of teacbing, construction of schoois, organization,
discipline, etc., and ho providod that a lecture on educatioîî
should ho given every year by overy local suporintendent
in every scbool section in tlhe country. Ho was an educa,
tionist first and last, and served with efficiency under both
political parties, whatever his own porsonal prediiections
mnight have been. Dr. Ryerson educated the people of~
this Province totake a deep interest in educational mat.
tors and to take prido in spending monoy for the improve-
mont of schools to the utmost extent of theiî' resources.
His influence was foît in the House, and tho powerful
ropresentations of bis reports were ans .vered by incroased
grants to, the scbools of aIl kinds.

Quite true it is that in bis old ago bis wonderfui vigour
was somewbat abated, and bis judgment somewîîat im-
paired. Ho wrote two or three toxt-books, and the con-
spicuous failure of them ougbt to bave beon a beacon to
bis successors in tffice, to warn them against stepping out
of their proper sphore and intermeddling with mattorN
beyond their special qualifications. As senility crept over
him ho grew more and more conservativo ; ho resisted
necessary reforma proposod by the Cauncil, and vainiy
attempted to rostrict the grammar achools to an inflexible
list of text-books. Tho total collapse of that cast-iron
systom might have served as a warning to bis successors
not to perpetuato the increasod folJy of personaily attempt-


