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cap which lie wears and with which lie courts the rigours of the climate are
the produot of our own land. Our furs are the envy of the world, and
Yet wliat do we know about them, or what benefit have they been to us
1Iiore than if they had corne frorn a foreign country ?i The turning of this
natuirai wealth to the best possible account, liaving due regard to its con-
8ervation and incre.ase, should then become an important question for
Canada to deal with.

As is well known, our fur territory is now open ;that is to say, it is a
free huntinEr ground for anyone who chooses to go in. Forierly the Hud-
SOU Bay Company claimed possession of Rupert's Land by right of a
charter granted by Charles Il. As a result of investigations by the
Imperial Parliament intothe resources of what is now Maý Uitoba, and its
fltness for settle[nent, aIl rights of the cornpany wcre purchased in 1869 by
t'le Iniperial Governrnent, the consideration being- £300,000. Since then
the fur trade lias been carried farther north, to -w7hat is nowv known as the
Mackenzie Basin. The Hudson Bay Company, bowever, are yet virtually
the imasters of the situation owing to their thorough organization and large
aonunt of capital at their disposai, although they have no monopoly.
They have a regular system of trading posts establislbed throughout the
eCotire country to the polar sea, an enterprise which, if report be true, is
etninently profitable. Millions of dollars worth of furs are annually sold
in Europe from this territory, but the singular part of it is that thouigh
Canada is the possessor, she doesn't derive one cent of revenue frorn it.
But it is not only a question of revenue te the Goveruinient ; it is a ques-
tion of life and death to the Indians, for thfeir final disappearance froin the
the Continent will probably follow the extinction of the fur-bearîng ani-
faIs. Happily the policy of the Hudson Bay Company lias been a very
bunIlane one towards the Indians, and the company is aiso credited with a
POIicy wbich seeks to prevent a too speedy destruction of the fur-bearing
5flIllals, especially in districts where they control the trade; but whiere
theY coine in contact with other traders there is a wanton destruction and
the traffic with the Indians is carried on in a inost degradingr fashion. As
CorPetitor press into the North, as tliey inevitably will if Pallowved, a very
short time will elapse uintil we shall havc to lament the entire destruction

ofOur fur trade, and with this we sliall probably be forced to face an
"Indian probîem " in its direst and most dreadfal phase. There is no

R"arant8 0 under f ree trading ini furs th:it the blo, dy feuds between the
1vlfur companies iii the early days of the Red River Settiement, into
ýihthe Indians were drawn, will nlot l>e repeated on a far greater scale

1 the farther nortli. The Hudson Bay Comnpany isnot a pliulanthropic
11stitution by any means: it is a purely business concern and a well andon01ourably conducted business as far as their dealings witli the aboriginesare concei.ned. True tliey have endeavoured to keep the country in the
dakand prevent its settiement, but wbere is the Company that would do

otbelwise under similar circumstancesý It is true that a work of Sir
George Simpson was suppressed by the Company because it spoke of the
Country as being fit for settlernent, and Sir George was afterwards coin-
Pe'lled to eat bis own words when hie becamne a stockbolder in tbe Company.
But Wliatever may be the ultimate destiny of the great Mackenzie Basin,
0Cana1da bas a manifeat duty to perform-to protect the riches there, flot only

fortheir great commercial importance but also for the sake of the Indians,
'eof but a fe w years ago he]d undisputed sway over the entire Continent

Ofni'Uerica, and of whose sad liistory the last chapter will soon be written.
Tfhe Select Committee of the Senate whîch sat during the late session

2 ýarîxament on the resources of the great Mackenzie Basin bas done good
il, 'ce to tbe country in drawing attention to our great northern reserve.
o the report wliicb they presented to the Huse they recommended amongst
Oter things tbe leasing of our fur bearing territory. 1 bave tliought it

OUdbe instructiva as welI as interesting at this time to give the follow-
119ifomto relative to Alaska, since its acquisition in 1867 by the
llted States, wbich 1 bave gleaned fromn tlie works of various writers

Stravel. 5  ead' o

W,,hr a ecretary Seadsproposai. o the purchase of Russian America
taktakig definite shape the wits found it an excellent subjeet upon whicli

th 5enld tlieir surplus supply of bumour and ridicule. The territory was
eheaLeriedas a Illand of valua*ble snow and merchantable ice ; its chief

Iecibid5 were icebergs and furs, and the future settier would cultivate
hafilswith snowploughs? '" Tbe treaty was called "lthe Polar Bear

Te y" "the Esquimaux Acquisition Treaty." It was proposed to caîl
0,1 ew territr IlWalrussia," " American Siberia," Il ZeroIsad,

OU .oario." 0f the Secretary of State's dinner parties at this time
h Icked scribe wrote, ", there was roast treaty, boiled treaty, treaty in
ttle8, treaty in decanters, treaty in statistics, treaty in military point of

tub r teaty clad in furs, ornameinted with walrus teeth, fringed with
et er and flopping with fish. Icebergs on toast, etc." The following
ti0oae frn emocratic newspaper will give an idea of the strong opposi-

r te s e ecountered :"lCongress is not willing to take $ 10,000,000
tior, oe breasur , to pay for the Secretary of State's questionable distinc-

1or Uin a vast uninhabitable desert wîtth which to cover the thousand
tekso ti and defeats wbiclh bave punished the pilotage of Andrew

ac sntrough bis shipwreck policy of reconstruction. The Treaty bas
us'(, te exris urisdiction over the territory and give

Wi nhoet to40,000 inihabitants now crawli' over it in snowslioes.
1éRhOt cntof revenue to bederived froin itw iihave to keep

RiOlue'sO soldiers and six nien-of-war up there and institute territorial
etnent. No eîlergy of the Aiwrican people will be sufficient to make

SPeculatin proital 1 60' norcli latitude. Ninety-nine one-
ci of tbe terri tory are a 4,oi utely worth less." Ilowever,' iii spite of

'tPlton tbe Treaty was ratifled ani tîme Unitedi States beesme possessed
tik ItJ eibraced wi ar,;a of 1580,107 square miles, the con-

sideration being $7,200,000, or less than two cents an acre. It has been
charged that tliis territory lias been lost to Canada through England's
inactivity or neglect. This is scarcely correct ; England did desire ta
become possessed of it, and made overtures to Russia to buy it, but Russia
was unwilling that Enigland should become possessed of a second Gibraltar;
they preferred that it should fall into the hands of United States. That
this quiet and peaceful conquest, generalled by Mr. Seward, and which
cut off Canada's nose so to speak, lias been a valuable one to the United
States is now abundantly proven.

After the bargain was sealed and the gold paid over to Russia, capita.
lists in the United States immediately turned their attention ta their new
acquisition, whicli then received the name of Alaska or unknown land, and
satistied tliemselves that there were other resources there than icebergs
and snow. Thie Alaska Commercial Company was formed which secured a
lease from the United States Government for twenty years, wliich gave
them a monopoly over the territory. This arrangement bas proved so
satisfactory to both parties that the Governmerît is making nearly ten per
cent. yearîy on their investment. and the company is said to bo rolling in
wealth. The two tiny islands, St. Paul and St. George, called tho Seai
Islands, are themselves payîng yearly four per cenît. on the money invested
in the purchase of the wboîe territory. The wisilom of the United States
in leasing these possessions to a responsibie company is evident in another
way : Not oniy do they derive a large revenue froin themn, but under the
w 'iso provisions of the lease the wealth of the territory is not diminishing,
but is yearly increasing. lu the case of the seal tislieries of the islands
referrod to, the lessees, the Alaska Commercial Company, are restricted ta
a catch of 100,000 soals a year, and uiider this limitation it is said that
the seals are increasing in numbers, wlîile at the saine time the company
is Ilriding on fortune's topinost wave." By the time the present lease
expires, which wiIl ho in 1890, there bids fair to be a lively scramble as to
who shall secure the next bcase, and undoubtedly the Government will be
able to make hetter terms for themselves. These fisheries are the more
important since the Alaska seal is now the only seal in the market, tlie
seals in other parts of the world, having hand ne governinent protection,
have been so persistently hunted that they have now become practically
extinct. From the isiands of South Georgia and Desolation, 2,400,000
wero annually taken until within the last twenty years, when a seal can
scarcely be seen tîmere. It is said a San Francisco furrier sent a schooner
down a few years ago and only three seals were taken. 0f course it will
ho remexnbered that the seai is only one, aithougli the most important, fur.
bearing animal in Alaska, this single inhabitauit of icebergs bringing into
the United States treasory about $300,000 annuaily, besides adding to the
comfort and adoriimient of humian beîngs in différent parts of the world.

The history of Alaska affords an instructive lesson to Canada in dealing
witb bier own nortbern reserve. Uer fur territory is perhiaps three times
larger than Alaska in area, and many times more valuable. It is there
that ail the finor furs of commerce, with perhaps the exception of tlie seal,
are found. The Hudson Bay Company, that gigantic, rich, mysteriaus
corporation, have for two centuries been the real possessors of this terri-
tory. They alone can tell the real value of these possessions. The history
of the H1. B. Co. would ba tbe history of the North-West part of Canada.
Mr. H. M. iRobinson, in ite Great Fur Land, gives tlie following figures
relative to tbe extont of the trade of the Company :

0f Pine Marten, or Hudson Bay Sable, the annual export of the
Company is 120,000 skiis ; of the Fisher, 12),000 ; of the Mink, 250,000;
Racoon, 520,000; Red Fox, 50,000; Cross Fox, 45,000 ; Silver Fox,
1,000: Beaver, 60,000 ; Wolf, 15,000, Land Otter, 17,000; Wolverine,
1,200 ; Bear, 9,000 ; besides hundreds of thousands of rabbits, and per.
haps 2,000,000 musk-rats. The Marton is the most important in the list.
Its value is givon at $15. Fisher, the saine prico. Lt passes current that
in former days the trade value of a musket was as many Marten skins piled
up as would reach the muzzle of tlie gun standing on its butt. Lt is evi-
dent that in this case the poor Indian was sadly worsted in the trade.
The Mink wbich was at one time s0 fashionable and whicli was nearîy
exterminated on that account, is not mucli sought for now. The Beaver,
whose covering is worth about $10, is one of the staple articles of com-
merce. Althougli tlie Beaver trade is stili enormous, a number of years
ago when it was exclusively used in foît and other bats nearly three
times the numnber were annuaily exported. and had the fashion not changed
by the introduction of silk for the saine use, it is more than probable that
the Beaver wouid have been exterminated. The Silver and Cross fox
have the most valuablo fur, their covering being worth from $40 ta, $50.
Nothing is liere said of the Buffalo, the Musk Ox, and other less important
fur.bearing animaIs, but the abovo are the staples.

We have seen how the Bufifalo lias been ruthlessly hunted until now it
is almost oxtinct 80 far as its commercial value is concerned Naturaliste
searcli for their bonos where not more than a decade ago the Bati
roamed in countless thousands, attracting the daring hunter fromn distant
parts of the world, who strewed the plains with carcasses, loaving theni ta
rot while lie sped on the exciting and bloody chase. It would have been
an easy matter to have put some check upon the wbolesale slaughter of the
Buffalo when tliey were in their prime, 'which wouid have preserved them ;
and tliat this small trouble and expense wouid have been abundantly repaid
is now only too evident.

The Musk Ox is an animai but little known, inliabiting the oxtreme
north. It is a good deai like the Buffhlo in size and shape, and has a
valuable robe withl long shgy hair. It is to be hoped that this animai
which is said ta bie a very beautiful and interesting one, will flot share
thefate of the Buffalo.
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