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self alof t on an easy pivot eager to catch the slightest breeze of popularity.
For this reason lie is a radical with a big R. Hie lias no particular love
for tbe masses, and if tlie truth were atold, the masses liave no0 particular
love for liim. Hie is a screw manufacturer, and it is said lie is a screw at
bargains, and that lie lias screwed some men out of prosperity altogether.

Parnell sits like a Sphinx in tlie midst of a lot of excitable Ceits. Wben
tlie fire of debate rages and seethes among bis little band lic does not wine
at tlie heat of tlie wordy flames. Hie is cool and quiet as an iceberg. lie
can say the most cutting tliings witb the most gentlemanly accent ; hce
rarely raises bis voice above tlie conversational tone, and lie seldoin lifts
bis band even to stroke bis beard. H1e is a model of self-possession, and
lie is the more remarkable in this wise, surrounded as lie is by sympathetie
followers wlio do not, as a rule, share lis powers of self-control. -Froin the,
Boston Home Journal.

THE -HISTORY 0F THE IRISH UNION.*

A.ýio-G ahl the enormous forces which Mr. Gladstone personally brings to
the aid of any cause which lie espouses, wliicli is the chiefest and mosC
importanti For our own part, we have no doubt as to the answer. Lt is
nlot that stupendous power of labour whicb we once heard described by one
wlio knew him well as "Ia capacity for doing sixteen hours' work in each
twenty-four, and doing in eacb of those hours more than any other man
could do in three." Lt is flot that unrivall<d command of a înost poNver-
fui party which absolutely at bis bidding changes the passionate beliefs of
yesterday, se tliat to-(lay it rejects them wiLlb a passion as fierce. Lt is
itot tbat unrivalled experience of Parliament which hie can wield. with se
dexterons a hand, that it may count to-nigbt for service the very opposite
of tliat in whicb it told yesterday. Lt is not even that marvellous felicity
of diction which seems always, in eacli sentence, te prepare an audience for
the next ; and then in that next only not to provide the very words that
seemed inevitable, because those tliat actually break upon the car so mucli
more exquisitely fulfil anticipat~ion, that they seem like the tlîougbt
already awakened, given its apotlieosis in language. No ; nor is it that
widespread and intense belief in lis personal cliaracter which lias survived
ail shocks. No ; nor the tradition of lis financial achievements and bis
financial genius. No; not ahl these, nor many other sources of power that
miglit be named, count for se mucli as tliis,-tliat to an extent tliat men
liardly realise, Mr. Gladstone determines, alike for lis opponents and for
his friends, wliat shail be the assumed facts on whicb discussion is carried
on. The notion of lis enormous power of researchi and the conviction of
bis integrity of purpese deter men from following him into lis authorities,
and for him alone that soundest of ail sound ruIes, "Always8 verify quota-
tiens," is not applied. Tliis temptation se placed in the way of any man
entbusiastically esponsing a cause on wliich lielbas set lis lieart, to see facts
as they suit the purpose of lis cause, it would be almost beyond human
capacity to resist. For a consum mate artist, absorbed as every sncb artist
must be in lis art, the tendency to catch at just wbat will persuade an
audience, merely because that perfects the artistic finish of tlie work, must
be sometliing that tliose of us wlio have neyer felt tliat magic sympatliy
with a great crowd swaying beneath our breatb, cannot even imagine.
George Eliot lias, perhaps, better than any one else made conceivable wliat
that feeling is. Let us realise what tlie temptation is, but let us clearly
realise also tliat it is one of the terrible dangers of majestic oratery. The
present writer's attention was firat drawn to the matter in tbe reference,
in the great speech on the Irishi Compensation Bill of last autuiiiî,
to the Report of the Devon Commission. Actual veritication by that not
very accessible document sliowed oonclusively that the fact on which tbe
whole speech turned was inverted by applying what liad been saifi by that
Commission, and conclusively established in evidence before it, of the snb-
tenants of the tenant-farmers, to the tenants direct, of whom ail that evi-
dence went to show that it was not generaIly truc. Since that time we
bave been most anxious that soine one sliould undertake the task of care-
fuliy seardhing the actual records of the history of the Irish Union to ascer-
tain wliether ahl this tremendous denunciation that we have been listening
te of ail that England in the past lias done, is bitter trutb, whidli we niast
bear to bear with bowed heads, in grieving silence, saying, with Mr. Albert
Dicey, Il Very well 1let us grant ail that, but thn- " or whether,
instead, the story be, truc which lias reacbed us from Ireland that
tlere still exiat nuinerons specimens of the manifestly genuine petitions
wbidh were addressed to tbe Crown by Protestants and Catholies alike,
sliowing that tlie feeling of the people was ahl in favour of Union with
England at the time, and that the only money that was paid was to prevent
private and selfish interests fromn barring the way of a great popular
Iflovement.

Witb the greatest possible deliglit, therefore, we recognise that this
task lias been fairly undertaken by very competent hands, and that tlie
result is, on the wholc, in the highest degree satisfactory. .. . The
service which lie [Dr. Ingram] lias rendered to the country at the present
time is very great ; and we cannot too strongly urge ail those who came
to be brouglit into contact with original authorities, and to have decisive
evidence laid befome them, to convince theinselves bew completely baseless
laost of the charges against Pitt and Castlereaghi are.

The case which Dr. Ingram estabhialies is this:
1. iliat the effective cause of the passing of the Act of Union was that

thc wish of the Irishi people, Catliolic more strengly than Protestant, but
both i11 agreement, liad before the passing of the Act corne to be strongly
il favour of it.

2. That the evidence that this was tlie genuine and spontaneons feeling
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of the gareat nîaJority of the people is varicus andi complete; that of the
Catholie Bisbops,, we bave aIl tlie four Arclibisliops, thirteen out of ninie-
teen Bisbops, and the agent of the secular Bisliops, "lail declaring by words
and deeds that the Union was necessary to save Ireland." 0f the inferior
clergy, we have evemywliere evidence of their being, except in Dublin, eager
te bead thc seve-dty-four petitions and declarations made in ail parts of Ire-
land in favour of Union. And tbis is evidenced f urther by the fury wvitli
whidli Grattati assailed the (iatholic clergy as "la band of prostituted men
enae(l in the service of Govcrnmnent." The writer 'shows that evidence,
as compllete as to tbe gencral sentiments of the Catliolic laity, still cxists, and
f urther, that the Catholic electors werc in overwlielming majority iii almost
ail constituencies that weme net merely pocket-seats.

3i. That the condition cf epresentation was sudb at tbe tiiine tbat, alike
iii Engiand, 'Scotland, arîd treland, the value of a borougli, as an invest-
ment, was a thoroughly understooil thing; se mnucli so, that it was regularly
the sulbJect cf setulement, will, public sale, etc., and that the interest
on the capital se invested was understood to be the purchase cf a seat at
ecd ehection froîîî the proprietor, by those who wishced thus to enter thc
flouse. Grattai, botb in 1784 and iii 1800), purchased bis seat from a
l)orough1i proprieter.

4. 'lhat in I1785, whcjn Pitt desired te introduce IParlianmentary mcform iii
Eng]anid, hu haci declared that it Il could only be brouglit about by twe
ineaus, by an act cf power, or by an adequate consideration wbidh muigbt
induce bodies or inilividuals to part wvitiî rights xvbich. they considered as a
species cf valuable inheritance or cf personal prepemty," andI tliat lie thouglit
the' latter the only just mode cf dealing with the question.

5.That, iii accordance witb this principle, precisely as subsequently thc
slave lielders wveru cornpenisated for a vesýed interest which now seems at
least as immîioral as that cf tbe boroughl-owncrs, a vote was publicly passed
iii the lieuse cf (ommons granting .£1,260,000 as compensation for the
disturbance of vested interests ; but that it is absurd. te speak cf this as a
bribe, because it was distributed with absolute iîupartiality by a pub'lic and
in(lependent Court, to those wbo resistcd and opposed the neasurc te the
]ast, as freely as to those wvie had votcd for the Union.

6. That those wlio resistcd and opposed the Union, and the motives
whichi deteriinred their conduct, arc very clearly indicated by the circular
whiclî was sent reund on January 20, 1800, for supplying the forma cf
petition which -,as te be signed against tic Union. Besides Lord Cliarle-
mont, the son cf the great Volunteer, thc other two signateries are Lord
Downsbire and W. B. Ponsonby. Now, the Ponsonbys exercised para-
umount influence, direct or indirect, over the retumn cf twenty-two Members
to the Irishî Parliamnent, ani Lord Downshire over as many. The essence
cf tlieir struggle xvas thiat cf a dominant oliiarchy unwilling to abandon a
position cf power, though it semîed. about te crumble under tlieir feet.

7. In the course of tie very struggle itsclf, tic orators who spoke for
these chigarclis confesscd, as tbcy expressed it, tbat I' the people lad aban-
doned them."

8. That, loud as lias been the talk abeut the recaîl cf Lord Fitzwilliam,
there neyer was an agent lcss lik eiy than Lord Cornwallis to be seioctcd
by a M1inister wishing te carry eut an underband intrigue ; that ne breatli
of scandai lias ever sulicd lis personal character; and that yet, thmough-
eut, whilst utterly disgnsted with tic low intrigues wbidh, lie became
aware cf as practised by the oligarciec oppenenits cf Union, lie neyer
expresses aniytlîing i lis niost private lctters but absolute confidence and
stisfaction witî all thiat was donc on the Governinent side.

9. Thiat the bribery by the Opposition was undoubted and unblushing;
as Lord Cornwallis puts it: "lThe enerny, to my certain knowledge, ofler
£5>000 ready money for a vote ; if we /iad thce means, and were disposed
te mia/e suc/i vile use of them, we dame net trust the credit cf Gevemnmient
in tie bands cf sudh rascals." Tliat this is proved ta the hlt by tlieir own
admissiens.

10. Tbat the Opposition, witb that recklessness cf language which was
claracteristie cf the, tinie, ilung about accusations cf bibery against the
Governmient wbich tiîey were chîallenged again and again te substantiate,
and were utterly unable te prove.

11. Tint the enly letters eut cf ahl the correspendence between the
Irisb Government and Pitt which. have given celour te tbe accusation cf
bribery mianifestly refer te ne sudb matter, but te tbe compensation paid
te certain merchants whîe liad ne power cf commanding votes ; and that
thiat compensation was paid iii consequence cf their sutl'ering by the intended
change cf tariff.

12. That tic whîolc arrangements were only sudh as a prudent Ministry
would necessarily adopt at a time when private interests were hiable te
suffer severely; and that the ebject was net te sacrifice the public interest
by pivate corruption, but te gain an end recegnised by the whole nation
as vital, by cutting tic ground frein under the feet cf those wlio, on purely
selfisb grounds, were opposing it.--Frorn thie Spectator.

Tiin Directors' Report of tie affairs cf tbe Dominion Bank, presented
at the Annual Meeting on May 25th, shows the Bank te be doing a
safe and profitable business. By an addition cf $50,000 this ycar te
the Reserve Fund, the amounit cf this fund lias been increased. te
$1,070,000, with a paid-up capital cf $1,500,000-a position et
great strcngtb, which lias enabled tlie Bank te pay two dîvidends
cf five per cent. eacl the past year. The business, the report tells
us, is welI maintained in cvery brandli ; and that it is conducted with
skill and prudence may be soen as well from the large ameunt cf net earii-
ings as frcm the small amounit cf unsecured overdue debts. The position
cf the Bank is an unusually stmong one - the circulation is moderate in
proportion te the capital, the deposits are geod ; and there is a clear
excess cf Assets ever Liabilities te the Public cf $2070,842.
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