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PRESBYTERIANISM RE-VIEWED.

Sbould it be supposcd that the Pmesbyterianism set forth iii the quotations

from the Ilconfession of faith"I and the ;' longer catechismn" is in any sense a

tbing of the past, surely the con flrmatory attitude of the Paîs-Preshyterian

Council oiight ta be sufficient ta refute such a conclusion. But lest any doubt

shouid remain, it may be advisablc ta quote further from the formularies

assented ta, or subscribcd, by students ivben licensed, and by'ministers wben

ordained. Here are saine of the questions ta wbich these arc required ta give

tbeir assent :
"lDo you believe the WVestminster Confession o? Faitb, a, adopted by this Church, in

the Basis of Union, ta be founded on, and agi reble Io, tise WVord of God, and in your

teaching will you faithfully adhere thereto ?"

"'Do you believe the government of this Church by Sessions, Presbyteries, &c., ta bc

founded on, and ag;?cable Io, the Word of God, and do you engage as a, oinister of this

Church ta defend and maintain the same?

' 'Do you own the purity of worship at prescrit authorized by this Churcis, and wvill you

conform thereto ?"

"lDo you promise ta give a dutiful attendance in the Courts of this Churcis, &~c., ta be

subject ta them, &-c., ta follow no divisive course, but ta maintain thse unity and peace of

thse Church ?"

"lDo you promise to submit youîme]f ini thze Lord ta the several judicatories of this

Church ?"

The followving is the formula ta be signed by ail office-bearers, ministers
inclusive :

"I her--by declare that 1 believe the Westminster Confession of Faitis, as adlopted by

this Churci,, in the Basis of Union, and the governiment of the Church by Sessions, Preshy-

teries, Synods and General Assemblies, to be founded on, and agreeable ta, the Word of

Gad ; that 1 own tihe purity of worship at present authorized by this Churcis; and that 1

engage ta adhere faitbfuilly ta the doctrine of the said Confession, ta miaintain and defend the

said gaveroment, ta conforma ta the said worship and ta submit ta thse discipline of this

Church, and ta follow no divisive course fram the prescrit order established therin."

Beyond this "lconfession of faitb " no progress is permissible. There is

no provision wbatc'icr for any advance or change. It is only fair, however,

ta state that tbe first question ta which the issent of students and ministers is

referred is :"I Do you believe the Scripttîrcs of the Old and Newv Testaments

ta be the Word of Gad, and the only infallible mule of faith and manners ? I

But this is wholiy neutralizd-at least as regards those wvho would still emain

Presbyterians-by that other whicb insists that they bold "lthe Westminster

Confession of Faitb ta be founded on, and agreeabie ta, the Word of God."

These are plain, bard, ecorded, creed-bound facts of the position assumcd

by the Preshyterian Churcb, 'and sustained by its mecent Pan-Prcsbyterian

Council,-a Council authamitative surely as embodying and epressing "lthe

mind of the Cbumcb."
It is flot this writer's prescrnt purpose ta enter into any detailed dispute as

ta the soundness or unsoundness, in a doctrinal point of view, of the extensive

creed evidently s0 tenaciously held by Pan-Presbytrianisin. But it may flot

be out of place ta state in plain terms the standpaint front ivbicb a large and

increasing section of "lthe world"I wilI, and do, regard their attitude.

That vast mass of intelligent liumanity in the prescrnt day, wbo believe in

tbe expansion of the spiritual life within man (wbicb is man) outward inta al

and every form of usefutlness ; wbo bave found by expemience that there scems

pmactically fia limit ta the pawers witb whicb man is gifted by bis Creator if he

will but use them ; wbo are Gnostics enough ta feel sure tbat the faculties of

the spirit (or, mind, if yau like the term better) are far more meal than the

physical, because able ta interpenetrate tbem witb cvcr-increasing abiiity of

use-cannat fail ta ecagnize this attitude assumed, and rested in, by Pan-

Presbyterianism as only a subtier forin of "lAgnosticism."l Agnosticism in its

aid form of denial of the existence of augbt but matter can hardly be said ta

exist in this age. Even the most advanced materialists bave, by bonest searcb

and real expemience, eached tise conclusion that life-its onigin or cause-is

nat ta he found within, but must bc sought apart fram, matter. As proof, take

the ecent admissions of sucb men as Tyndall or Huxley and the constant

eferences ta the samne tmuth by Herbert Spencer. To these it May, perbaps,

be permitted ta add, without offence, that socialistic thinker, Colonel Ingersaîl,

wbo, in bis latest discaurse, clearly indicates bis growiflg conviction tbat intel-

lect and affection (or will and its tbought) are at ieast as real and iasting as

matter, and tmanscend in usefulness the matenial fommns in wbicb tbey are mai-

fested, and by which, and on whicb, tbcy act. Thus the advancing life of the

age, having sa far conquered the marc material formn of agnosticisin, finds

itself confronted witb precisely the saine cvii on a bigber plane-in short, meets

with tbe arified agnosticisml of Pan-Presbyterianism. This vast body of sa-

called otbodoxy seemns ta tbemn ta take up a position antagallistic ta everything

wbicb does not came within the mange of those farmulated perceptions of tmutb

callcd doctrine wbicb are the external senses its inherent life bas formed for

itself, witbin wbich ta live, as the soul lives witbin the body. Evcrytbing must

be toucbed and tested by this body of sound belief, and whatevem is beyond

the gmasp of its doctrinal senses must for ever emain ta it as though non-

existent. It does nat want ta know any mare than these doctrinal senses tell

it. Ea content is it ta live in and b>' these-ta limit itself and its life witbin

their boundaties-that it denies as impossible the existence of anything not

perceptible ta these senses.

Should this seem sornewhat extreme, onc more quatation frorn the Con-

fession of Faithi will surely suffice ta convince. It is to bc found in the section

regarding the Holy Scriptures :

IlTne -whole counsei of God, concerning ail things nccessary fori Ho, own glory, man's

salvation, faith and life, is eithe- exqpressly set down in Seripture or by good and necessary

conselquence may be deduced from Scripture, unto which nothing at any time is ta be added

w/zdizcr i6j ne rze'vel~atiû,iç of the~ S5il it, or traditions of men," &c.

This precludes even the passibility af Ilany nexv revelation of the Spirit,"

and is in direct contradiction ta aur Lard's awn wards: Il Vben the Spirit af

Truth is corne Hie will guide yau into ail truth." Have those who are follawers

of the Lord yet been led into the ai af trutb ? Whatever Il the Church" IlMay

think, "the warld "will take leave tal doubt, it. Nor ivili that Ilwiorld"I in

wbich the practical religion of tisefuiiess, the desire ta avoid any course which

may injure aur fellow men, and ta join itself thus ta the current of life froin

above, wvhich, in ever-increasing nicasure, seeks to advance whatever of good is

possible in the presenit condition of humanity, readily admire, rcverencc, or

find it possible ta use, that denial of the possibility of increase of light whîch

lives in seif-chosen darkness as modemn agnosticism.
The expansion of aur Lord's life voluntarily receivcd, fed upan, and

assirnilated inta his being by man, necessitates and leads directly towards

increase of light. For life is first, and ever farces its way outwards and

upwards towards the ligbit. In the inceptian and growtli of vegetable, plant,

tree or animal wc sec that truth exemplified. Nor is it otherwise with man;

and if thc natuiral rcalrn be but the shadow, or effect, from a spiritutal cause, as

we modern Gnostics believe, wbat fally it is ta deny the lesson tauight alike by

observation and experience ; or by a blind agnosticisin, deny the provision

of wisdom clad in the light of knowledge witb which aur Lord bas clothed

Himself in the inner or spiritual sense af that Divine Word wbich is is very

self. Can we by searcbing find out God? Can we find out the Almigbty ta

perfcction ? Necd we then fear ta seamch ? Need we fetter aur grawing lifeé

by denying it ]ight, in fear that aur Lard in is infinite providence has flot

pravidcd for ail auir future needs as well as aur prescrit anes in the light wbich

flows from and lives in His Divine Word? Leave men free and unfettered ta

live upward towards the Light ; ta grow by the warmth of Love-Live contained

within the Divine Wisdom; for that Divine Wisdom, revealed ta us in word

and symbol in the Haly Scriptures, is but the efiection af Him whosc life was

and is the light of men. What man, or body of imen, who share their Lord's

love for ail His creaturcs shail dare ta fetter or lirnit with their self-made

windows of doctrine the influx of His light inta His chosen temple.-man ?
Sp era.

HATS IN CHURCH.

To ail weamems of silk bats, ivhen once they get inside the chumch the hat

becomes a seriaus difflculty. 0f ail the vamiaus expedients by which ingeniaus

churchgocrs bave endcavaured ta safely dispose of their hats, there is fia one

that bas nat praved ta be fallaciaus. The extreme danger of placing a bat in

the aisie irnmediately outside the pew is universally known. The flrst lady that

swecps up the aisle carnies with ber a confused mass of defcnceless bats, wbich

arc dcposited in the shape of a terminal moraine in the front of the pew which

15 hcr final goal. 0f course the hats which bave been subjected ta this pmocess

are reduced by attrition ta a rounded fommi and are covered with scratches,

rcminding anc of the marks of glacial action on granite boi4jdrs. However

intemesting they may be ta, the geologist, they are of no further value as hats,

and can ramely be bent inta a shape that ivili allow their owners ta wear themn

home. In the days when expensive crinolines were in fashion, the fate of the

bat deposited in the aisle was stili more appalling. Wben a well-dresscd lady

passed by in its vicinity it disappeared totally from buman sight. There are

cases an record wberc ane fashionable womnan bas thus causcd the disappear-

ance of thirteen separate bats during ber passage from the church door ta the

pew in the neigbbourbood of the pulpit. Wbat was tbe final fate of those

bats was neyer ascertained. The bats simply vanisbed at thc rustle of crinoline,

and lcft no trace behind. Whether they were absorbed by contact witb saft

kid, or resolvcd into thin chemnical elements by pmoximity ta steel, is yet ta be

discovercd. The boldest men shrank from making investigations as ta their

fate, and prcferred ta bear their loss in sad and digniflcd silence. As ta putting

one's bat an the floor underneath 4he seat, no man wbo follaws this meckless

course can expect anything but disaster. If theme is a small boy in the pcw bc

will infallibly discover that bat, and kick it ta the further end of the pew witbin

the flrst tbirty minutes of the service. If there is a ladýy in the pew a surgical

operatian will be required ta remove ber boot from the interiar of the bat,

while in any event the bat is certain ta absorb every particle of dust within a

radius of eight feet, and ta fasten itself' ta the floor ivitb the aid of fargotten

Sunday School gum-drops. Neither. under the seat, on the seat, nor in the

aisie can the worried bat find rest, and the plan of establishing a bat polind in

the vestibule, whcre bats can be ticketed and kept during service, would simply

result in converting a chumch inta a bat excbange, where tbe sinners wotuld

secume ail the good bats, and the saints would be compelledIto contî'nt tbhpm-

selves with worn-out and worthlessl ones . latter'sl Gazette


