6

FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.

Twenty-Fourth STl;l-day after Pente-
eost.

THE PATRONAGE OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN.,

To-day, my dear brethren, the Church
celebrates the Feast of the patron-
age of the Blessed Virgin. Let us
stop a moment and consider what is
meant by this title, as given to our
most Immaculate and blessed Mother.

You remember that there is a similar
feast on the third Sunday after Easter,
in honor of her glorious spouse, St.
Joseph ; and that he has lately been
given the title of Patron of the Univer-
sal Church. ls it, then, in this sense
that we are to understand the Patron-
age of the Blessed Virgin ; is it that she
is the patroness and protectress of the
Church in general, in its continual ¢on-
flict with the powers of darkness ? Yes,
we may certainly understand it in this
way. She who with herfoot has erushed
the serpent’s head is the great enemy
and terror of heresy in particular, and
the greater part of the heresies which
have afflicted the Chureh, and especially
those existing 'in our own day, have, it
would seem, instinctively felt this. They
have directed their assaults in one way
or another against her, and against the
position she holds in the work of our re-
demption. She may also be rightly con-
sidered as our bulwark against the at-
tacks of the Infidel, and has at various
times come signally to the assistance of
the Christian world when exposed to
danger, particularly from the followers
of the false prophet Mohammed.

But.there is another sense in which
to understand her patronage, and to
avail ourselves of it, besides this one of
her protection of the Church as a whole ;
and this other is practically more im-
portant for us to realize. It is that she
is the special patron and protector of
each one of us individually, in our own
special needs and trials, and in the war
which we have to wage on our own ac—
count with the enemies of our salvation.

You know that we are all encouraged
to choose certain saints whose name we
bear, or to whom we have a special de-
votion, as patrons, to obtain for us the
blessings and helps we need, temporal
as well as spiritual. And there can be
no doubt that if we do thus select cer-
tain pasrons they will perform for us tne
office which we desire ; and though they
may not always obtain for wus those
things which our imperfect judgment
fixes on as most desirable, they will re-
ward us with even greater blessings
than we ask if we are faithful to them.

But it is quite plain that we should
not omit, and certainly it is not the cus-
tom of Catholies to omit, the name of
the Blessed Virgin from the list of
patron saints, whatever others may be
chosen with her. The Chureh, in estab-
lishing this festival, seems herself to
officially constitute our Blessed Lady as
the patron of each one of us, to whom we
are to have recourse in all our difficul-
ties, of whatever kind they may be, that
we may find a safe way through them.
‘We have the assurance of constant ex-
perience that if we follow the mind of
the Church in' this way we shall not be
disappointed. ' Remember,” says St.
Bernard, in the beautiful prayer “ Memo-
rare,” which it is to be hoped we say
often—** Remember, O most pious Vir-
gin Mary, it is a thing unheard of that
thou ever forsakest those who have re-
course to thee)”” Let us then also re-
member this ; and whatever special de-
votions, or helps to salvation, we may
select, never forget this, the most uni-
versal and indispensible of all, of ve
course to the Blessed Mother of God.

And let us remember particularly
that above all is the Blessed Virgin the
advocate of sinners. If, then, we wish
ourselves to escape from the power of
some temptations or evil habits which
are threatening our ruin, let us not for-
get to go to her. She is sinless herself,
has more than the compassion of a
mother for us ; let us bez the powerful
help of her intercession, and let us also
ask her to rescue others who, it may be,
are more tempted than ourselves.

\And it seems to be also not without
reason that this feast is placed in the
month of November, that we may re-
member that the holy souls now suffering
for sin in Purgatory are especially dear
to our Blessed Mother, and that she
wishes us to pray for them, and to pre-
sent, our prayers herself, as she is their
patron too. Let us, then, say at least
some Hail Marys (and why not the
b2ads ?) every day this month, that she
may bring to heaven daring it many
souls, who will not forget to ask her in-
tercession for us when we shall be in the
same need.

FEAST OF

THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT.

A certain danger exists, for a certain
class of people, even among Catholies, in
relation to so-called spiritualism, ( bet-
ter named spiritism ), theosophism, clair-
voyance, and similar pretensions to deal-
ing with oceult, mysterious things. For-
tune-telling, table~-tipping, have their
attractions for certain dispositions. It
is not the giddy, heedless girl alone,
who will sometimes go to * eonsult” a
fortune-teller ; nor is it the uneducated
man and woman alone, who will be drawn
into the wiles of Christian Secience, or of
Hindoo philosophy. It is of cultured
Athens we are told, in the Acts of the
Apostles, that St. Paul found the eity
“wholly given tc idolatry,” and that
¢ all the j Athenians. . . employed
themselves in nothing else, but either
in telling or in hearing some new
thing.” And it was to the Romans that
he wrote of men who, * professing them-
selves to be wise, became fools.”

Now the Catholic Church maintains
and upholds constantly the truth that
there is an invisible world, and above
it, transcending it, far beyond all ex-
pression and all knowledge, there is the
invisible God. All around us are in-
visible anmgels, our guardian angels,
guiding us, loving us, defending us ; and
there are fallen evil angels also, invis-
ible likewise, with an invisible power
to tempt and slay. The Catholic Church
teaches that our dead are not dead as
to the spirit ; either in heaven or pur-
gatory or hell those souls are living, we
know not where or how, but they are
living, and we can offer up our prayers
and Holy Communions for them; and if
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they aré detained in purgatory, those
prayers will avail to reach them, and to
comfort them ; and the holy souls,
whether in purgatory or in heaven, will
pray for us, and they love us still.

« I believe .in the Communion of
Saints,” is one of the fundamental
articles of the Apostles’ Creed. We
live in a world of spiritual things. God
Himself came down to earth and took
our nature upon Him, being * conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary ” as the Creed positively teaches.
The things of the visible earth and the
things of the invisible world have been
brought together through the incarna-
tion of the Eternal Son of God.

Therefore it is right that we should
desire the things of the Spirit; itis
right that we should invoke the saints ;
the reality of the Communion of Saints
is so true a thing that the Church her-
self allows us to invoke one against fever
for instance, and go to another about
trouble with our eyesight. We know
perfectly well that all power comes
from God, and that He alone is worthy

of our adoration, our absolute
devotion, our boundless love. But,
just as in our homelife, our fam-

ily, we go to our mother, our brother,
our sister, with our requests for com-
fort, aid, counsel, knowing, all along,
that it is really Goed Who gives them
any power to help at all, as Catholies to
help at all, so Catholics go to St. Anne,
St, Anthony, St. Joseph, and above all
our Blessed Mother, because God de-
sires to prove by this the truth and the
reality of the Communion of Saints.
What said Eliseus the prophet to his
terrified servant, who brought him news
of the angry king’s army encamped
against the city ? * Fear not : for there
are more with us than with them.” And
then Eliseus prayed and said : “ Lord,
open his eyes, that he may see. And
the Lord epened the eyes of the servant,
and he saw: and behold the mountain
was full of horses, and chariots of fire
round about Eliseus.”

But it is only under the Church’s
guidance that we, frail, human beings
may presume to deal with mysterious
and hidden things. Haye we not the
holiest and highest way of @ealing with
the world invisible? In the Blessed
Sacrament we truly and really are made
one with Jesus Christ ; truly and really
He is in our tabernacles; all heaven is
with Him, the Eternal God. And in
the heart of every Catholic, who is in
the state of grace, really and truly lives
the Holy Spirit of God as in a taber-
nacle ; through Him indeed the things
of the Spirit become our own, in a path
of peace, purity, and holy love.

But against all superstitious deal-
ings with the unseen world the Church
sternly lifts her warning voice. The

catechism says plainly : * Those who'

make use of spells and charms, or who
believe in dreams, in mediums, spiritists,
fortune-tellers, and the like, sin against
the first commandment, because they
attribute to creatures perfections which
belong to Gnod alone.” Shall those who
dabble in any way with these things be
guiltless ? and are they not putting
themselves in touch with evil influences
that may lead them into insanity — or
worse, into both mental and spiritual
shipwreck ? The Lord, instructing the
people of Israel regarding these abuses
and consulting the dead, says in Deuter-
onomy :

« Neither let there be found among you
any one that consulteth dreams and
omens, neither let there be any charmer,
nor any one that consulteth pythonic
spirits, or fortune-tellers or seeketh the
truth from the dead, for the Lord abhor-
reth all these things. —Sacred Heart
Review. e

Value of a Day

Sitting down quietly at a late hour
of the evening to enjoy a “treasured
volume,” I became so absorbed in the
beautiful thoughts of a favorite author
I did not realize the time until I was
aroused by the sound of the eclock on
a neighboring church tower striking
the midnight hour.

The day was done. How strangely
impressive the thought! Never be-
fore had I been so deeply conscious
of the value of a day and the serious-
ness of its close.

Again and again we are reminded
in the Bible of the value of a day.
“This is the day which the Lord hath
made ; we will rejoice and be glad in
it.” “As thy days, so shall thy
strength be.” “Give us this day our
daily breal.” “Why stand ye all the
day idle!” “Son, go to work to-day in
My vineyard.” “If any man wiil come
after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his ecross daily, and follow
Me.” The value of a day is continu-
ally emphasized in the Word of God.

John Ruskin hung a beautifully
illuminated motto over his bed. It con-
tained but one word—“"To-day.” He

esired every morning on arising to
be reminded of the value of the new
day.

How may we live a profitable and
helpful life? Ruskin gives us this
wise counsel: “Let every day's dawn
of morning be to you as the begin-
ning of life, and let every setting sun
be to you as a close; let every one
of these short lives leave its sure
record of some kindly things done for
others—some goodly strength and
knowledge gained for yourselves.”

Bishop Blacked Priest’s Shoes.

The Ave Maria tells this anecdote of a
beloved American prelate:

“Preaching at the anniversary Mass
for the late Bishop Curtis, Father Mickie,
a friend of thirty years’ standing of the
deceased prelate, said of him: It was
always : ‘Follow me.” I remember on
one occasion, when I was rooming with
him in some out-of-the-way place, awak-
ing in the morning to find he was up be-
fore me and quietly blacking my shoes.
He was my Bishop at the time. ‘You
shall not do that.) ‘Why not?’ said he.
‘I may as well do it, as I have finished
my own.” The only undignified thing
for a man is sin, he would say ; and menial
oceupation lowers no man. Who could
help learning a little in such a school as
that and with such a teacher? ‘Leteach
of us reform himself, and that will be the
best way to reform and convert the coun-
try.’ Such was the method he proposed
to me, and himself ever followed. = And
how successful the method proved in
leading its follows to a notable degree
of Christian perfection is becoming
better and better known as the months
go by.”

Converted By False Accusations.

In a letter to the London Catholic
Times A. de Reya, a merchant sailor,
writing from the steamship Drake,
relates how be has investigated charges
against the Catholic Church, and in
every instance found them to be false.
Theresult is that he has decided to be-
come a Catholic. He writes: “I have

the last seventeen years, and in that
time I have visited nearly all parts of the
globe. Iam a Protestant, and am short-
LIy to become a convert to the one and
only true faith. I have in my travels
the last few years read and heard a
great deal that has been said against
the Catholic Church. In my spare time
‘I have investigated, as far asit has been
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of these initials thereis drawn the figure
of some saint, or some incident, of which
the following chapter tells, is illustrated.

There are two columns on the page.
and nowhere is traceable the slightest
irregularity of line, space or formation
of the letters. Hven under a magnify
ing glass they seem flawless. The p®e-
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possible, what I have heard and read,
and in every case I have proved these
statements ‘o be the most wicked and
outrageous lies that ever could be invent-
ed. Asaman who has seen much and
traveled for many years, I fell very
strongly on this subject, and I say that
it is more than secandalous that such lies
are told, and also written, about the
Church of Rome. I have not stated
here the exact nature of these base
falsehoods, as it is not worth while.”

A DRUGGIST’S CONFIDENCE

In D.D. D. Prescriptions as av Eczema Cure

ST _— e ceET——
% When a druggist franﬁly gives his
opinion of a remedy it is well worth
listening to. He is in a position to know
just what the remedy is made of, and he
knows whether it is euring his custom-
ers or not.

Druggist R. C. Roberts, of Osage,
Sask., has still other grounds for his
favorable opinion of D. D. D. Preserip-
tion. It cured him of a stubborn case

of Eczema. Here is his testimony:
“Having had eczema on my hands the past three
years and being a druggist I have used a great many
ointments, but have never used any drug that gave
such grand results as D. D. D. Liquid Prescription.

1 have also advised a number of other people to
use D. D. D. and find it did them good. I have
every confidence in this remedy.”

D. D. D. has been so remarkably
sucecessful in curing eczema and other
skin diseases because it attacks the
itch right where the germs which cause
it to live—in the skin. It stops the iteh
instantly, soothes, heals and permanent-

ly cures. :
For free sample bottle of D. D. D.
Prescription write to the D. D. D.

| Laboratory, Department B, 23 Jordan

St., Toronto. :
For sale by all druggists.

secure way to go to Jesus, and to acqrire
perfection by uniting us to Him.

I Will Mail

if You Have Rheumatism Let ile Send
You a 50 Gent Box of My
Remedy Free.

f'%

FREE To Anyone Suf-

fering From Rheumatism, Gout,
Lumpago, Sciatica (Who Will
Enclose This Advertisement)

A 50 Gent Box of my
wamnows  RNGUMatism Remedy Free.

LaingBldg., Windsor, Ont.

My Remedy has actually cured men and women seventy and eighty years of
| age—some were so discrepit that they could not even dress themselves.
introduce this great remedy I intend to give fifty thousand 50 cent boxes away,
and every suffering reader of this paper is courteously invited to write for one.
No money is asked for this 50 cent box neither now nor later, and if afterwards
more is wanted I will furnish it to sufferers at a low eost.
a fortunate chance while an invalid from rheumatism, and since it cured me, it
has been a blessing to thousands of other persons. Don’t be skeptical, remember
the first 50 cent box is absolutely free. This is an internal remedy which goes
after the cause of the trouble, and when the cause of rheumatism is removed, have
no fear of deformities. Rheumatism in time will affect the heart, so do not trifle
th this merciless affliction. Address enclosing this adv., JOHN A. SMITH,

I found this remedy by

Oh, my friends, * at His word ” let us
this day lauoch out in the fathomless
depths of God’s love and let down our
nets for this the greatest of all blessings
—the acceptance of Christ as our per-
sonal and individual Saviour.—Rev. L.
B. Haskins.
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1029—Sacred Heart of Jesus
1035—Sacred Heart of Mary
3235—Mater Dolorosa
Size 26x 35} inches
Each $1.25
Beautiful large Pictures, suitable

for Small Churches, Chapels and School-
rooms,

7063—St. Anthony
1080—Sacred Heart of Jesus
1036—Sacred Heart of Mary
DUPLEX COLORED
PHOTOGRAPHS
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Each 15c.

1601—Sacred Heart of Jesus
1602—Sacred Heart of Mary
1603—Last Supper

1604— Mater Dolorosa
1606—Holy Family
1607—St. Anthony
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